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HUDIBRAS. 

IN THREE PARTS. 



TO THE READER. 



Poet A naacUur, nonfii, is a sentence of as great 
tnitli aa antiquity ; it being most certain that all the 
acqctired learning imaginable is insnificient to com- 
plete a poet, without a natural genius and propen- 
sity to so noble and sublime an art. And we may, 
witiiout offence, observe, that many very learned 
men, who have been ambitions to be thouglit poets, 
have only rendered themselves obnoxious to that 
satirical inspiration onr author wittily invokes ; 

Wfaich ma(]« them, though it were In spite 
Of Nature and their start, to write. 

On the other side, some who have had very little 
homan learning, but were endued with a large share 
of natural wit and parts, have become the most ce- 
lebrated poets of the age they lived in. But as 
these last are ranB aves in terrls ; so when the Muses 
liave not disdained tlie assistances of other arts apd 
sciences, we are then blessed with those lasting 
monuments of wit and learning which may justly 
claim a kind of eternity npon earth : and our au 

\OL. I. B 
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6 TO THE READER. 

thor, liad his modesty permitted him, might, with 

Horace, have said, 

Exegi monnmeotnni sere pereoDins ; 

or, with Ovid, 

Jamqae opus exegi, quod nee Jovis Ira Dec ignis. 
Nee poteiit ferrom, nee edax abolere vctnstas. 

The anther of this celebrated Poem was of this 
last composition; for although he had not the hap- 
piness of an academical education, as some affirm, 
it may be perceived, throughout his whole Poem, 
that he had read much, and was very well accom- 
plisbed in the most useful parts of human learning. 

Rapha, in his' Reflections, speaking of the neces- 
sary qualities belonging to a poet, telto us, ' He mnst 
have a genius extraordinary ; great natural gifts ; a 
wit just, fruitful, piercing, soHd, and universal ; an 
understanding clear and distinct; ao imagination 
neat and pleasant ; an elevation of sonl that de* 
pends not only on art. or study, but is pni'ely a gift 
of Heaven, which mnst be: sustained by a lively 
sense and vivacity ; judgment to consider wisely of 
things, and vivacity for the beautifiil expression of 
them;"&c. 

Now, how justly this character is due to our au- 
thor, I leave to the impartial reader, and those of 
nicer judgments, who had the happiness to be more 
intimately acquainted with him. 
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HUDIBRAS. 



PART I. CANTO I. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

Sir Hudibras his passiug worth. 
The manner how be sallied forth, 
Ht8 arms and eqaipage are ahowu. 
His horse's virtues, and bis own : 
The' adventure of the Bear and Fiddle 
Is snng, bnt breaks off in tlie middle. 



When cWil dudgeon ' first grew high. 
And men fell out tbey knew not why ^ ; 
When hard words ^,jealoasies, and fears, 
Set folks together by the ears, 
And made them fight, like mad or drank, 
For dame Religion, as for pnnk ; 

I To take in dudgeon, is inwardly to reseat some iitjnry 
or atTronr, and what is previous to actual fury. 

^ It may be Justly said The}/ knew not why ; since, as 
Lord Clarendon observes, ' Tbe like peace and plenty, and 
MBlversal tranqntUity, was never ei\}oyed by any nation for 
ten years together, before those unhappy troubles began.' 

3 By hard wordSy he probably means tbe cant words used 
by the Presbyterians and sectaries of those times ; such as 
ti^spel-walking, Gospel-preaching. Soul saving. Elect, Saints, 
tbe Godly, the Predestinate, and tiie like ; which they ap' 
plied to tbeir own. preachers and tliemselves. 
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8 HUOIBRA9. Part 1. 

WhosAonesty they all durst swear for, 

Tliongh not a man of them knew wherefore ; 

When Gospel-trumpeter, surrounded 

With long-ear*d rout, to battle sounded ; 

And pulpit, drum ecclesiastic. 

Was beat with fist instead of a stick '♦j 

Then did Sir Knight abandon dwelling, 

And out he rode a colonelling '. 

A wight he was, whose very sight would 

Entitle him Mirror of Knighthood, 

That never bow'd his stubborn knee 

To any thing but Chivalry *, 

Nor put up blow, but that which laid 

Right Worshipful on shoulder-blade ; 

Chief of domestic knights and errant. 

Either for chartel or for warrant ; 

Great on the bench, great in the saddle ^, 

Tliat could as well bind o'er as swaddle ; 

Mighty he was at both of these, 

And styrd of War, as well as Peace : 

(So some rats, of amphibious nature. 

Are either for the land or water) 



^ Alladirig to their vehement action in the pnlpit, and 
their beating it with their fists, as if they were beating a 
drnm. 

^ The Knight (if Sir Samuel Liil^e was Mr. Butler's hero) 
was not only a Colonel in the Parliament-array, but also 
Scoutmaster-general in the counties of Bedford, Surry, &c. 
This gives us some light into bis character and conduct ; for 
he is now entering upon his proper otficc, full of pretend- 
edly pious and sanctified resolutions for the good of hia 
country. 

6 He kneeled to the King, when be knighted him, bnt sel- 
dom upon any other occasion. 

"^ In this character of Hudibras all the abuses of hnmsu 
learning are finely satirized: philo«<»pby. logic, rhetoric, 
-"^themaiics, metaphysics, and school-divinity. 
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.OnitO i. HUDIBRAS. 

Bot here onr authors make a doubt 

Whether he were more wise or stoat: 

Some hold the ooe, and some the otlier, 

Bat, how8oe*er they make a pother, 

The difference was so small, his brain 

Outweigh'd his rage bot half a grain ; 

Which made some take him for a tool 

That knaves do work with, call'd a Fool. 

For't has been held by many, that 

As Montaigne, pUiying with his cat, 

Comphiins she thought him bot an ass, 

Mach more she would Sir Hudibras ; 

(For that's the name our valiant Knight 

To all his challenges did write) 

But they're mbtaken very much ; 

^Tis plain enougii he was not such. 

We grant, although he had much wit, 

H' was very shy of using it. 

As being loth to wear it out, 

And therefore bore it not about ; 

Unless on holy-days, or so. 

As men their best apparel do. 

Beside 'tis known he could speak Greek 

As naturally as pigs squeak ; 

That Latin was no more difficile, 

Than to a blackbird 'tis to whistle : 

Being rich in both, he never scanted 

His bounty unto such as wanted ; 

But much of either would afford 

To many that had not one word. 

For Hebrew roots, although they're found 

To flourish most in barren ground, 

He had snch plenty, as suffic'd 

To make some think him circumcis'd ; 
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10 HUDIBRAS. Purt 1. 

m 
And truly so he was, perhaps, 
Not as a proselyte, but for claps ". 

He was in logic a great critic, 
Profoundly skillM in analytic ; 
He conid distinguish, and divide 
A hair 'twixt south and south-west side ; 
On either which he would dispute, 
Confute, change hands, and stiil confute : 
He'd undertake to prove, by force 
Of argument, a man's no horse; 
He'd prove a buzzard is do fowl, 
And that a lord may be an owl ; 
A calf an alderman ^, a goose a justice, 
And rooks committee-men '^ and trmtees. 
He'd run in debt by disputation, 
And pay with ratiocination : 
All this by syllogism, true 
In mood and figure, he would do. 



s Thus changed in the editions of 1614, 1664, 1689, 1694, 

1700, 

And iruly so perhaps he was, 
Tis many a pious Christian's case. 

9 Such was Alderman Pennington, who sent a person to 
NeWgate for singing (what he called) a malignant ptalm. 

lb. Lord Clarendon observes, ' That after the declaratton 
of No more Addresses to the King, they who were not above 
the condition of ordinary constables six or seven years be- 
fore, were now the justices of the peace.' Dr. Bruno Ryves 
informs as, that the ' town of Chelmsford iu Essex wm go- 
veraed, at the beginning of the Rebellion, by a tinker, two 
coblers, two tailors, and two pedlars. 

10 In the several counties, especially the associated ones, 
(Middlesex, Kent, Surrey, Sussex, Norfolk, Snifolfc, and 
Cambridgeshire), which sided with the Parliament, com- 
mittees were erected of such men as were for the Good 
Cause, as they called it, who bad authority, from the mem- 
bers of the two Houses at Westminster, to fine and imprisoik 

''horn they pleased. 
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CmiO 1. HCDlBBAfi. 11 

For rhetoric, he could not ope 

His mouth, but oat there flew a trope ; 

And when he happened to hreBk off 

r th* middle of his speech, or congfa, 

H' had hard words i«ady to show why. 

And tell what rules he did it by ; 

Else when vdth ^eatest art he spoke, 

YooM think be talk'd like other folk; 

For all a rhetorician's rules 

Teach nothing but to name his tools. 

But, when he pleased to show't, his speech. 

In loftiness of sound, was rich ; 

A Babylonish dialect, 

Which learned pedants much aflfect ; 

It was a party-colour'd dress 

Of patch'd and piebald languages ; 

'Twas English cut on Greek and Latin, 

like fustian heretofore on satin ; 

It bad an old promiscuous tone. 

As if h' had talk'd three parts in one ; 

Which made some think, when he did gabble, 

Th' had heard three labourers of Babel, 

Or Cerberus himself pronounce 

A leash of languages at once. 

This he as volubly would vent. 

As if his stock would ne'er be spent ; 

And truly, to support that cbaige, 

He had supplies as vast and large -^ 

For he could coin or co«mterfeit" 

New wonls, with little or no wit ; 

" The Presbyterians coined a great nnmber, such as 
Oat4(oliie«, Carryiogs-on, Nothingness, Workings-out, Gos- 
peKwaUung-times, &c. whicb we sliall meet with hereafter, 
in the speeches of the Knight and Squire, and others, in this 
•Poem; for which (hey are bantered by Sir John Oirl(^heau, 
in bis two Centuries of Pauls Churchyard. 
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13 BUDIBRAS. Pari 1. 

Words so debased and hard, no stone 
Was bard enoagh to touch them on ; 
And when with hasty noise he spoke 'eno; 
The ignorant for corrent took 'em ; 
That had the orator ", who once 
Did fill his month with pebble stones 
When he harangu'd, bnt known his phrase. 
He would have os'd no other ways. 
In matlicmatics he was greater 
Than Tycho Brahe'^ or Erra Pater; 
For he, by geometric scale, 
Could take the size of pots of ale ; 
Kesolve by sines and tangents, straight. 
If bread or butter wanted weight ; 
And wisely tell what hour o' th' day 
The clock does strike, by Algebra. 
Beside, he was a shrewd philosopher, 
And had read ev'ry text and gloss over ; 
Whate'er the crabbed'st author hath, 
He understood b' implicit fiiith ; 
Wliatever sceptic could inquire for, 
For ev'ry why he had a wherefore ; 
Knew more than forty of them do. 
As &r as words and terms could go ; 
All which be understood by rote. 
And, as occasion serv'd, would quote ; 
No matter whether right or wrong ; 
Tliey might be either said or sung. 
His notions fitted thuigs so well. 
That which was which he could not tell, 

^* Demofitbenes is here meant, who had a defect in hU 
, speech. 

^* An eminent Danish mathematician. 

Iti. William Lilly, the famous astrologer of those time«. 
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Canto 1. UUDIBRAS. 15 

But oftentimes mistook the one ^ 

For the' other, as great clerks have done. 

He could reduce all things to acts. 

And knew their natures by abstracts ; 

Where Entity and Quiddity, 

The ghosts of defunct bodies, fly ; 

Where truth in person does appear, 

Like words congealed in northern air. 

He knew what's what, and that's as high 

As metaphysic wit can fly : 

In school-divinity as able 

As he that hight Irrefragable '*; 

A gecond Thomas, or, at once 

To name them all, another Dunce '^ : 



^* Irrtfragable.] Alexander Hales, so called : he was an 
EnglisliinaD, born in Gloucestershire, and flourished about 
the year ie36, at the time when what was called 8chool-di- 
vinity was much in vogue ; in which science he was so deep- 
ly read, that he was called Doctor Jrrefy-agabilis ; that is, 
the InoincibU Doctor, whose arguments could not be re- 
sisted. 

^^ Thomas Aquinas, a Dominican Friar, was born in 1224, 
studied at Cologne and at Parts. He new-modelled the 
Bcbool-divinity, and was therefore called the Anglic Doc- 
tor, and Eagle qf divines. The most illnstrions persons of 
bis time were ambitions of his friendship, and put a high 
value on his merits, so that they offered him bisbopricks, 
which he refused with as mnchlbrdour as others seek after 
Ibem. He died in the fiftieth year of bis age, and was pa- 
nonized by Pope John XXII. We have his works in 18 vols, 
several times printed. 

Johannes Dunscotus was a very learned man, who lived 
about the end of the thirteenth, and beginning of the four- 
teenth centnry. The English and Scots strive which of them 
shall have the honour of his birth. The English say he was 
born in Northumberland; the Scots allege be was bom at 
Dunse in the Merse, the neighbouring county to Northnra- 
t>er{and, and hence was called Dunscotus: Moreri, Bncha- 
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14 HUDIBBA8. Pwrt, L 

Pr(9oimd in all the Nominal 
And Real.*^ ways beyond them all : 
For he a rope of sand could twist 
As tough as learned Sorbonist, 
And weave fine cobwebs, fit for scull 
That's empty when the moon is fiiU ; 
Such as take lodgings in a head 
That's to be let nnfnmished. 
He could liaise scruples dark and nice, 
And after solve 'em in a trice ; 
As if Divinity had catch'd 
The itch, on purpose to be scmtoh'd ; 
Or, like a mountebank, did wound 
And stab herself with doubts profound^ 
Only to show with how small pain 
The sores of Faith are cur'd again ; 
Although by wofiil proof we find 
They always leave a scar b»hind. 
He knew the seat of Paradise, 
Could tell in what degree it lies, 
And, as he was dispos'd, could prove it 
Below the moon, or else above it ; 
What Adam dreamt of, when his. bride 
Came from her closet in his side ; 
Whether the devil tempted her 
By a high Dutch interpreter ; 



nan, and other Scotch historians, are of this opinion, and, 
for proof, cite his epitaph ; 

Scotia me gennit, Anglia snscepit, 

(Pallia edocnit, Germania tenet. 

He died at Cologne, Nov.B, iHOf;. 
*o Oniielmiis Occham was father of the Nomhials, and 
Johannes Dnnscotus of the Meals. 
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Canio 1. HiTDrBRAS. J5 

If either of them had a navel '^ . • 

Who first made music roaneable ; 
Whether tlie serpent, at the fidl, 
Had cloven feet, or none at all — 
All this, without a urioBs or comment 
He could nnriddlc m a moment. 
In proper terms, snch as men smatter 
When they throw out and miss tlie matter. 

I'or his rehgion '», it was fit 
To match his learning and his wit • 
Twas Presbyterian true blue ; ' 
For he was of that stubborn crew 
Ut errant saints, whom aU men grant 
To be the tnie Church MiUtant '? • 
Such as do build their faith upon ' 
The holy text of pike and gun ^ 
Decide all controversies by ' 
Infallible artillery; 

mht judge whXr he was a i?«il*** ^' *'»*^ »•»« '^^r 
a reformcrrand whether t^erPh^SrK/*"?" *<» •«» "P f<>' 

-^-^y"!Lt:r^^^^^^^ ha. beea 

n>ei: lhD8 It was j8tabi?8h«?aTJdiL*?*c'"*'''«*^" of Maiio- 
laud, Scotland &c in pJJS^o l^*"*'^*'?®'^"««*'"fcind, Ho|. 

it obtained a' tofcAL]?S^irh'l^^*'°"*'•»'y Ihatmeans^ 
esUblished inPn-iI-, ' ?"^h blood was shed to get ^ 
^^^^^'s!^li^?n^^^ doriiig that Grand R^be? 

"^ UlK)TtS«r/J?f» I *"*"*?«?" ««tabli8bmeut here. 
^i^^w^tbTKi^^!^'*^''^^''^^^ *»*» faith, when he car- 
iiaiMtv^i«,i J"^' i^ ^'*^^* ^"^^ra HoWenby : for when hi. 
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16 HUDIBRAS. Paril. 

Aua prove their doctrine orthodox, 

By apostolic blows and knocks ^' ; 

Call fire, and sword, and desolation, 

A godly, thorough Reformation, 

Which always most be carried on. 

And still be doing, never done ; 

As if Religion were mtended 

For nothing else but to be mended : 

A sect*' whose chief devotion lies 

In odd perverse antipathies ; 

In falling out with that or this. 

And finding somewhat still amiss ; 

More peevish, cross, and splenetic, 

Than dog distract, or monkey sick ; 

That with more care keep holy-day 

The wrong '^ than others the right way -, 

Componnd for sins thejf are inclin'd to. 

By damning those they have no mind to : 

Still so perverse and opposite. 

As if they worship'd God for spite : 

The self-same thmg they will abhor 

One way and long another for : 

Free-will they one way disavow, 

Another, nothing else allow : 

All piety consists therein 

In them, in other men all sin ; 



#«i*Manjr instances of that kind nre given by Dr. WHker, 
in his * Snfferiugs of the Episcopal Ciergy.' 

** The religion of the Presbyterians of those times con- 
sisted principally in an opposition io the Church of EnglaD<1. 
and in quarrelling wlih the most innocent cnstoms then in 
use, as the eating Christmas- pies and plum-porridge at 
Christmas, which they reputed sinful. 

''s They were so remnrkably obstinate in this respect, that 
Uiey kept a fast upon Christmas-day. 
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Canio 1. RCoitttiAS. 17 

Rather than fail, they teill defy • 

That which they love irnost tenderly ; 

Qnarrel with minc'd-tiies, and disparage 

Their best and dearest friend, plam-porridge; 

Fat pig and goose itself oppose, 

And blaspheme cnstafB throngfa the nose. 

The' apostles of tliis fierce religiob, 

like Mahomet's, were ass and wigeon. 

To whom our Knight, by fast instinct 

Of wit and temper, was so linkt, 

As if hypocrisy and rionsense 

Had got the* advowson of his conscience **. 

Thus was he gifted and accouter'd ; 
We mean on the' inside, not the ontward : 
That next of all we shall discnss ; 
Then listen. Sirs, it (bllows thos. 
His tawny beard '^ was the' equal grace 
Both of his wisdom and his fkce ; 
In cnt and dye so like a tile, 
A sadden view it would beguile ; 
The npper part whereof was whey. 
The nether orange, mix'd with grey. 

«« Dr. Brono Ryves gives a remarkable instance of a faiia- 
tical conscience in a captain who was invited by a soldier to 
eat part of a foose with bim ; but refoied, because, lie said, 
it was stolen : but being to inarch away, be wbo would eat 
no stolen goose, made no scruple to ride away upon a stolen 
mare ; for, plundering Mrs. toarflet of her mare, this hypo- 
criticai captain gave sntfident testimony to the World lU$t 
the old Pharisee and new Piirltan have consciences of the 
self-same temper, ' to strain at a gnat, and swallow a 
camel.* 

^ liv^f be asked, Why the Poet is so particular upon 
the Knight's beard, and gives it the preference to all his 
other accontrenfmts ? The unswer seems to be t^lain ; the 
Knight had made a vow not to cut it till the Parliament had 
Mit>dn«il the Kfug ; h«irfce it til^airie heoeSsary to have It 
folly described. • 

\Ol. I. C 
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18 HUDlBiiAs. P(trt 1. 

This t>airy meteor did denounce 

Tlie fall of sceptres and of crowns; 

With grisly type did represent 

Declining age of government, 

And tell, with hieroglyphic spade. 

Its own grave and the State's were made : 

Like Sampson's heart-breakers, it grew 

In time to make a nation rue -, 

Though it contributed its own iall, 

To wait upon the public downiai : 

It was monastic, and did grow 

In holy orders by strict vow j 

Of rule as sullen and severe. 

As that of rigid Cordeliere ^ : 

'Twas bound to suffer persecution. 

And martyrdom, with resolution ; 

To' oppose itself against the bate 

And vengeance of the* incensed state. 

In whose defiance it was worn. 

Still ready to be puU'd and torn, 

With red-hot irons to be tortured, 

Revil'd, and spit upon, and martyr'd : 

Maugre all which, 'twas to stand fast 

As long as Monarchy should last ; 

But when the state shoold hap to reel, 

'Twas to submit to fatal steel, 

And fidl, as it was consecrate, 

A sacrifice to fall of states 

Whose thread of life the Fatal Sisters 

Did twist together with its whiskers. 

And twine so close, that Time shonld never. 

In life or death, their fortunes sever, 

^ A Qrey Priar of tbe FTan^itcau order; so caHed ft«m 
a cerd tall of knots worn nboni the w«i»t. 

Digitized by Google 



Canto 1. HUDiBRAft. 19 

Bat with his rnsty sickle mow - • 

Botli down together at a blow. 

So leam'd Taliacotius ^^ from 
The brawny part of porter's bimiy 
Cat supplemental noses, which 
Wottld last as long as parent breecli. 
But when the date of Nock was out 
Off dropt the sympathetic snout. 
His back, or rather burthen, show'd 
As if it stoop'd witli its own load : 
For as .£neas bore his sire 
Upon his shoulders through the fire, 
Our Knight did bear no less a pack 
Of his own buttocks on his back ; 
Which now had almost got the uppers 
Hand of his head for want of crupper : 
To poise this equally, he bore 
A paunch of the same bulk before. 
Which still he had a special care 
To keep well-cramm'd with thrifty iare > 
As white-pot, butter-milk, and curds, 
Such as a country-house afibrds ; 
With other victual, which anon . 
We farther shall dilate upon, 
When of his hose we come to treat, 
The cupboard where he kept his meat. 

His doublet was of sturdy buff, 
And though not sword, yet cudgel-proof, 

*7 Gasper Taliacotiuft was born at Bononia, A. D. 15dS, 
aiid was Professor of physic and surgery there. He died 
1591). His statne stands in the Anatomy theatre, holding a 
nose in its band.— He wrote a treatise in Latin called Chi- 
nirgia Nota, in which be teaches the art of iugraftiog 
notes, ears, lips, &c. with the proper Instraments and bai»- 
dages. 
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«0 ttUDiBliAS. Parfl. 

Whel^by 'twas fitter for b'ls use, 
Who fear*d no blows bnt sach as bniise. 
His breeches were of nigged woollen^ 
And had been at the si^ of Bologbie -, 
To old King Harry so well known, 
Some writers held they were his own ; 
Throngh tliey were lih'd with many a piece 
Of ammunition bread and cheese, 
And iat black-puddings, proper food 
For Warriors that delight in blood'; 
For as we said, be always chose 
To carry victual in his hose, 
That often tempted rats arid mice 
The ammunition to surprise ; 
And when he put a hand bnt in 
The one or t* other magazin, 
They stoutly on defence on't stond^ 
And from the wounded foe drew blood, 
And till th* were storm'd and beaten out^ 
Ne*er left thie fbrtified redoubt : 
And though knights-errant, as some think, 
Of old did neither eat nor drink. 
Because when thorongii deserts vast, 
And regions desolate, they past, 
Where belly-timber above ground, 
Or under^ was not to be found, 
Unless they graz'd there's not one word 
Of their provision on record ; 
Which made some confidently write, 
^ey bad no stomachs bnt to fight. 
'Tis ^BAae ; for Arthur wore in haU 
Round table like a fiirthingal, 
Oi) which, with shirt pull'd out behind,. 
And eke before, his good knights dio'd ; 
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Tboogfa 'twas no table some sop^iose^ * 

But a huge pair of romiil ^iink bose, 

III whicb he carried as much meat 

As he and all the Imigbts could eat, 

When hiying by their swords, and trnncheonsy 

They took their break&sts, or .tj[ieir nancheoos. 

Bat let that pass at present, lest 

We should torget where we digref t. 

As learned authors use/ to whom 

We leave it, and to* the purpose come. 

His puissant sword unto his side^ 
Near his undaunted )ieart, was tiei^. 
With basket-hilt that would hold broth, 
And serve for fight and dinner both ; 
In it he melted lead for bullets 
To shoot at foes, and some times pullets» 
To whom he bore so fell a gratch, 
He ne'er gave quarter to' any such. 
< The trenchant blade, Toledo tmsfy. 
For want of fighting was grown rusty,^ 
And ate into itpelf, for l^ck 
Of some body to hew and hack ; 
The peacefiil scabbard^ where it dwelt. 
The rancour of its age hful felt; 
For of the lower end tw,o haiMlfi^ 
It had devoured, 'twas so maoful. 
And so much scoro'd to lurk in case. 
As if it djQirst sot show its $ice. 
In many despeiate i|ttempt| 
Of warrants, exigents, contempts. 
It liad appear'd with courage boldor 
Than Serjeant Buip invafdiog shoulder : 
Oft had it ta'en possession, 
And prisoneprs too, or n^de th^m run. 
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«f hudibhas. Part J. 

This sword a dagger bad, his page 
That was but little for his age, 
And therefore waited on him so, 
As dwarfs upon knights-errant do : 
It was a serviceable dadgeon, 
Either for fighting or for drudging : 
Wlien it had stabb'd, or broke a head, 
It would scrape trenchers, or chip bread ; 
Toast cheese or bacon ; tliough it were 
To bait a mouse-trap, 'twould not care : 
'Twould make clean shoes, and in the earth 
Set leeks and onions, and so forth : 
It had been 'prentice to a brewer ^, 
Where this and more it did endure, 
But left the trade, as many more 
Have lately done on the same score. 

In the' holsters, at his saddle-bow^ 
Two aged pistols he did stow. 
Among the surplus of such meat 
As in his hose he could Hot get : 
These would inveigle rats with th* scent. 
To forage when the cocks were bent. 
And sometimes catch 'em with a snap, 
As cleverly as the* ablest trap : 
They were upon hard duty still, 
And every night stood centinel, 
To guard the nagaane i' th' hose 
From two-leg^d and from four-legg'd foes. 

Thus clad and fortified. Sir Kni^t, 
From peaceful home, set forth to fight 
But first with aimble active force 
He got on tlie' outside of his horse ; 

^ A banter on Oliver Croniifcll, Colunel Pride, anil 
oUiers, of the party, who bad been concerned in breweries. 
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For laving^ bot one stimip tied ^ 

To' his saddle on the fhrther side, 
It was so short, he* had much ado 
To reach it with his desperate toe ; 
Bat after many strains and heaves. 
He got np to the aaddle-eayes, 
From whence he vanlted into th* seat 
Wttli so much vigonr, strength, and heat. 
That he had afanost tumbled over 
With his own weight, but did recover, 
By laying hold on tail and main, 
Which oft he ns'd instead of rem. 

But now we talk of mounting steed, 
Before we farther do proceed, 
It doth behove as to say something 
Of that which bore our valiant bumkia. 
Tlie beast was sturdy, laiige, and tall. 
With mouth of meal, and eyes of wall; 
I would say eye, for he' had but one. 
As most agree, though some say none. 
He was well stay'd, and in his gait 
Preserved a grave, majestic state; 
At spur or switch no more be skipt 
Or mended pace, than Spaniard whipt; 
And yet so fiery, he would bound 
As if he griev'd to touch the ground ; 
That Caesar's horse, who, as &me goes. 
Had corns upon his feet and toes, 
Was not by half so tender hooft. 
Nor trod upon the ground so soft ; 
And as that beast would kneel and stoop 
(Some write) to take his rider up; 
So Hudibras his ('tis well known) 
Would often do, to set him down* 
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We sfkXi not need to my what lack 

Of leather was opou bis back ; 

For tiiat was hidden mwJlM pad> 

And breech of Knight saU'dfUU as M: . 

His strntting ribs on both sides show'^l 

Like furrows he himself had ploughed ; 

For underneath the skirt of pannel, 

'Twixt every two there was a cbsumel: 

His draggling tail bung in the dirt, 

Which on his rider he woold flnrt. 

Still as his tender side he prickt, 

With arm'd heel, or with nnarm'd, kickt ; 

For Hudibras wore but one ^or, 

As wisely knowing, could he stir 

To active trot one side of s horse, 

Tlie other would not hang an arse. 

A Squire he liad wh<>se name was Ralph '^, 
That in the' adventmre went his Mf, 
Though writers, for more stately tone. 
Do call him Ralpho, 'tis aU one; 
And when we can, with metre safe, 
We'll call him so ; if not, plain Raph ', 
(For rhyme the nidder is of verses. 
With which, tike ships, they steer th^f ^wrm) 
An equal stock of yfit and valour 
He had hiid in, by birth a tailor. 
The mighty Tyrian quee;n^ that gain'd 
With subtle shrecjs a tnu;t of land, 

^ Sir Roger L'Estrange says. This famous Squire was one 
Isaac Robiuson, a zealous batcher In Modrikelds, who tras 
always coutrlvinf some new qaerpocut in church Kowm. 
ment : but, in a Key at the flMl vf S burlesque poem of Mr. 
Butler's, 1T06, it is observed, * That Hudibras's Sonire wa» 
one Peuible, a tailor, and one of the Committee or Sequea^ 
trators.' 
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Did lea?e it mth a cwtle &ur * 

To his great ancestor, her heir ; 

From him descended cro^s-legg'd knii^ts, 

Fam'd for their fiutb and warlike fights 

Against the bloody Cannibal, 

Whom tliey destroyed both gre^t and ainaU. 

This sturdy Sqoire he had, as well 

As the bold Trojan knight, «eep heU» 

Not with a counterfeited pasi^ 

Of goldei\ bough, bqt tm^ gold-lace : 

His knowledge was not fiM" behind 

The Knight's, but of another kind, 

And he another way came byt ; 

Some call it Gifts, sind soqic New-light; 

A liberal art, t^t costs np pa^^s 

Of stndy, industry, or brains. 

His wit was ae^t hvpfk for ^ tokpn, 

But m tlie carriage cr^ck'd and brol^en ; 

like corometidatioii nine-pencQ ^° crookt 

With — * To anfl from my Ipv^' — it Ipokt. 

He ne'er coo^der^d it, as lotU 

To look a gptt-horse in tl^e mont|)» 

And very wisely wonld ^y fprth 

No more upon it thaq 'twa^ worth ; 

But as he got it freely, ^ 

He spent it irank and freely too ;^ 

For saints themselves will sometimes be, 

Of gifts that cost them nothing, free. 

*> Until the jrear 1696, when all money, not milled, wsf 
called in, a ninepennjr piece of silver was ks common as 
sixpences or siiillingB, and these ninepenees were osnally 
bent as 8ixp?nees comoionlj are now. which bending ww 
called ' To my love/ and ' From my love ;* and such nint- 
PCflces the ordim^ry fellows gave or sent to their sweet- 
hearts as tokens of love. 
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26 HUOIBRA8. Part 1. 

By^eans of this, with hem and cough, 
Prolongers to enlightened stiiff| 
He could deep mysteries unrickHe, 
As e^asily as thread a nee^e : 
For as of vagabonds we say, 
That they are ne'er beside their way, 
Whatever men speak by this new light, 
Still they are sare to be i' th' right. 
'Tis a dark-lanthom of the Spirit, 
Which none see by but those that bear it; 
A light tliat falls down from on high, 
For spiritual trades to cozen by ; 
An ignis fatuus, that bewitches. 
And leads men into pools and ditches, 
To make them dip themselves ^* and sound 
For Christendom in dirty pond ; 
To dive, like wild-fowl, for salvation. 
And fish to catch regeneration. 
This light haspires and plays upon 
The nose of saint, like bag-pipe drone. 
And speaks, through hollow empty soul. 
As through a trunk, or whispering hole, 
Such language as no mortal ear 
But spiritual eaves-droppers can hear : 
So Phcebns, or some friendly Muse, 
Into small poets song infuse, 
Which they at second-hand rehearse. 
Through reed or bagpipe, verse for verse. 

Thus Ralph became infallible 
As three or four-legg'd oracle, . 
The ancient cup, or modern chair i 
Spoke truth point blank, though unaware. 

'1 AUadiHK to Ralpbe's religion, who was» probably, an 
Anabaptist or Dipper. 
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For mystic learning, wondrous able 
In magic, talisman, and cabal, 
Whose primitive tradition reaches 
As far as Adam's first green brecclies ; 
Deep-sighted in inteHigences, 
Ideas, atoms, inflnences ; 
And much of Terra Incogm^a, 
The* intelligible world, could say ; 
A deep occult philosopher, 
As leam'd «s the M^Id Irish are, 
Or Sir Agrippa, for profound 
And solid lying much renown'd ; 
He Anthroposophus, and Flond, 
And Jacob Behnien, understood ; 
Knew many an amulet and charm, 
That would do neither good nor harm ; 
Jn Rosycmcian lore as learned, 
As he that Ver^ adepttu earned : 
He understood the speech of birds 
As well as they theinselres do words; 
Could teU what subtlest parrots mean, 
That speak and think contrary clean ; 
What member 'tis of whom they talk 
When they cry * Rope,' and * Walk,kn«fe, walk/ 
He*d extract numbers out of matter, 
And keep them in a ^lass, like water, 
Of sovereign pow'r to mi^e men wise; 
For dropt in blear thick-sighted eyes. 
They'd make them see in darkest ni^t, 
Like owls, though purblind in the light. 
By help of these (as he proiest) 
He bad First Matter seen undrest; 
lie took her naked, all alone, 
Before one rag of form was on^ 
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Th#Cliaos, too, he had descry'd. 

And seeo quite through, or eke lie ly*d ; 

Not that of pasteboard, which meo sUew 

For groats, at fair of BarthoPmew ; 

But its great graodsire, first o' th' ^ame, 

Whence that and Reformation cain||e, 

Both cousin^rmans, and right abie 

To' inveigle and draw in the rabble : 

Bat Reformation was, some s<iy» 

O* th' younger house to Puppet-play. 

He could foretel ^ whatsoever was 

By consequence to con^e to pass: 

As death of great meiHy alterations, 

Diseases, battles, inundations: 

All this without th' eclipse o' tb' son, 

Or dreadful coi^t, \^ bath dpf^ 

By inward light, a way as good. 

And easy to be underatood : 

But with more lucky hit th^ those 

That use to m^Ke t^e ^tars depose, 

like Knights o' th' Post, and falsely charge 

Upon themselves w^it others foigp \ 

As if they were p^nsenting ^ 

All J2^$cb|^s in the >vorld men do : 

Or, like the devil, did t^n^pt apd sfir^y 'em 

To rogueries, and then betray 'em. 

They'll search a planet's house, to |f|^w 

Who broke ai\d robb'd a hou9^ bfe^ovf ; 

Examine Vepus and tbe Moon, 

Who stole a thiifible or a spopp ; 

And tliough they nothing wi|l C99&M1 

Yet by their very Iqoks pan gu^, 

9> The rebellious clergy wonM in tbelr prayers pi«tea4 to 
foretel UiiDgi, to encoursge Uie vt»9lf hi UtttrrftheUipii. 
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Canto 1. iltjmRftAi. 

And tell what gnilty aspect bodes, * 

Who stole, and who receiv*d the g^^ods*: 

'fbeyll question Mars, and, by his lo^ok, 

Detect who 'twas that liimnri'd a cloke ; 

Make Mercmy confeiss, abd 'peadk 

Those thieves which fie fiimsKlf did teiteb. 

They'll find, i* th* pbysio^mies 

O* th' phinets, all men's destinies ; 

like him that took the doctor's bill, 

And swallowed it instead o^ th* pOl, 

Cast the nativity o' tb' qnestion, 

And from positions to be gnest on, 

As sore as if they knew Ae niobi'eht'' 

Of Native's birth, tell what will cbnie «otatp 

They'll feel the pnlses of the sca^. 

To find out agnes, coughs, catarrhs, 

And tell what crisis does divine 

The rot iii sheep, or mange in swind ; 

In men, what gives or cnres ^e itcb, 

What makes them cuckolds, poor or f ich ; 

What gains or loses, hangs or sa'vcfl; 

What makes men great, what fools oi ; knavek t 

But not what wise, for only^ of those '. 

The stars (they say) cannot dispose^ 

No more than cah the astrologians : 

There they say right, and like true 1 i^ojans. 

This Ralpho knew, and therefore to ok 

The other coni^e, of vt^hicH we'spol .e. 

Thus was the' ac<iompl!sh'd S^uit^ i enAiedt 
With gifts and knowledge per'lOns 8 hrewd : 
Never did trusty sonire with kni^ , 
Or knight with squire, e*er jump nv or^ rt^t* 
Their arms and equipage did lit, ^ 
, As well as vurtues, parts, and wit : . 
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30 HVDiiiiUJ. Pari 1. 

Thiir valonn, too, were of a rate. 
And out they saltied at the gate. 
Few miles on honebaek had they jogged 
But Fortune unto them tum'd dogged ; 
For they a sad adventure met. 
Of whtefa anon we mean to treat ; 
But ere we venture to unfold 
Achievements so resolv'd and bold. 
We should, as learned poets use. 
Invoke the* assistance of some Muse, 
However critics count it sillier 
Tlian jugglers talking to fiuniliar ; 
We tliink 'tis no great matter which, 
They're aH alike, yet we shall pitch 
On one that fits our purpose most, 
Whom therefore thus do we accost. 

Thou tiiat with ale, or viler liquors. 
Didst inspire Wither, Prynne, and Vicars, 
And force them, tliough it was in spite 
Of nature, and their stars, to write j 
Who (as we £nd in sullen writs, 
And cross-grain'd works of modem yiiti} 
With vanity, opinion, want, 
Tlie wonder of the ignorant. 
The praises of the author, penn'd 
By himself, or wit-insuring friend^ 
Tbe itch of picture in the front, 
With bays and wicked rhyme upon't. 
Ail that is left o' th' forked lull 
To make men scribble without skill > 
Canst make a poet, spite of Fate, 
And teach all people to translate. 
Though out of languages in which 
They understavd no part of speech^ 
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Assist roe but this once, I implore, • 

And I shall trouble thee no more. 

In western clime there is a town " 
To those that dwell therein well known, 
Therefore there needs no more be said here. 
We nnto them refer our reader; 
For brevity is very good. 
When we are, or are not understood. 
To this town people did repair 
On days of market or of iair, 
And to crack'd fiddle and hoarse tabor, 
In merriment did dmdge and labour: 
But now a sport more formidable 
Had rak'd together village rabble ; 
Twas an old way of recreating. 
Which learned butchers call Bear-baiting; 
A bold adventurous exercise. 
With ancient heroes in high prize -, 
For authors do affirm it came 
From Isthmian or Nemsean game ; 
Others derive it from the Bear 
That's fixed in northern hemispbera. 
And round about tlie pole does make 
A circle, like a bear at stake. 
That at tlie chain's end wheels about, 
And overturns the rabble-rout : 
For after solemn proclamation ^\ 
In the bear's name, (as is the fashion 

^ Brentford, which is six miles west fl'om London, is 
bere probably meant, as may- be gathered from Part 11. 
Canto 3, where he tells the Knight what befel him there : 
And though you overcame the Rear, 
The dogs beat you at Brentford Mr. 
^ Allading to the bull-running at Tntbury in Stafford' 
sliire: »here solemn proclamatioii was made by the Stew- 
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32 ficbkiliAS. JPart i. 

AAording to the faw of artns, 

To keep men firom ingloriods hiirms) 

That none presomie to come so near 

4» forty foot of stake of bear. 

If any yet be so fool-haitfy, 

To expose themselves to yafn jeopardy. 

If they come wounded off, and lanie^ 

No honour's got by ^b k maim. 

Although the bear gain iJbucfa, b'ing hotind 

In honour to make good his ground 

When he's engaged, and takes no notice, 

If any press upon him, who 'tis, 

But lef s them know, at their own eosl. 

That he intends to keep his post. 

This to prevent, aiid other harms. 

Which always wait on feats of arms, 

(For in the hurry of a frtiy 

*Tis hard to keep out of hsirm's way) 

Thither the Knight his c6urse did steer, 

To keep the peace 'twikt Dog and Bear, 

As he believ'd he' was bound to do 

In conscience and commission too ; 

And therefore thus bespoke the Squire : 

* 35 We that are wisely mounted higher 

ard, before tbe bull was turned loose ; ' Thai all manuer <^ 
persons give way to fbe bull, none being to corae near bioi 
by forty foot, any way to biader tbe tninstreb, b)lt to attend 
bii or tbelr owo safely, every one at bis peril.* Dr. f^iai's 
Stamn-dahire. 

» This speecb is set down, as it was delivered by tbe 
Knigbt, in bis own words ; bnt stuce It is below tbe Kravily 
of Heroical poetry t)> admit of fanmour, but all oieii are 
obliged to speak wisely alike, and too mucb of so extrava. 
gant a folly would Ifecome tedious and impertinent, the rest 
of his harangnes bave only bis sense expressed in otl^er . 
words, unlefts In Aome ttm places, wtiere his nwu words 
conid not be so well avoided. ^ 
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Thao constables ^ id cunile wtt, * 

When on tribunal bench we sit, 

Like speculators sbonld foresee, 

From Pharos of authority ^^ , 

Portended mischiels farther than 

Low Proletarian tything^men ; 

And therefore being inforni'd by bniit ^* 

That Dosi and Bear are to dispute, 

For so of late men fighting nanie> 

Because they often prove the same; 

(For where the lint does hap to be, 

The last does cotrnddere) 

Quantum in nobiSy have thonglit good 

To save the' expense of Christian blood, 

And try if we by mediation 

Of treaty and accommodation. 

Can end the quarrel, and compose 

The bloody duel without blows. 

Are not our liberties, our lives, 

llie laws, religioB, and our wives. 

Enough at once to lie at stake 

For Covenant and the Cause's sake ^f 

^ Had tbat reoiarkable motion in the House of Commons 
talien place, the Constables might bave vied wltb Sir Hudi- 
bras for an equality at least; * Tbat it was necessary for the 
Honse of Commons to have a High Constable of their own, 
that will m9ke no scrapie of laying his MiO«>ty by the 
heels:' but they proceeded not so ftiras to name any body; 
becaase Har/y Martin (out of tenderness of conscience in 
this particular) Immediately quashed the motion, by saying, 
* The power was loo great for any man.' 

^ Being,' ai one of the quorum, elevated above the popu- 
hkoe. 

* By bruit.} 1. e. by popular report. 

» This was the Solemn League and Covenant, which was 

first framed and talcen by the Scotish Parliament, and by 

them sent to t|ie Parliament of England, in order to unite 

the two nations more closely in religion. It was received 

VOL. I. » 
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34 HODIBRAS. P«t|. 

Bnt ill that quarrel Dogv and Bean, 
As well as we, must venture tbeirs? 
This feud, by Jesuits invented, 
By evil counsel is fomented ; 
There is a Machiavilian plot, 
(Though every nare olfiict is not) 
And deep design in't to divide 
The well-affected that confide. 
By setting brother against brother, 
To claw and curry one another. 
Have we not enemies jihu miw. 
That cane et anguep^us hate us? 
And shall we turn our fangs and dawa 
Upon our 6wnselves, without cause? 
That some occult design doth lie 
In bloody cynarctomachy ^, 
Is plain enough to him that knows 
How Saints lead Brothers by the nose. 

and taken by both HouBCt, aoA by tbe City of London ; and 
ordered to be read In all Mie cburches tbrouglyout tfae kinf» 
dom; and every person was bound to gtveliis consent, by 
holding up bis hand, at the reading of ft. 

lb. Catise's sake.] Sir WilUam Dugdale informs us ttet 
Mr. Bond, preaching at the Savoy, told his anditors ftom 
the puIpU, ' that they ought to contribute and pray, and 
do all they were able, to bring in their brethren of Scot- 
land for settling of God's cause : I say (quoth he) this is 
Gud*s cause; and if our God hath any cause, this is it ; and 
if this be not God's cause, then God is no god for me ; bnt 
tbe Devil is got up into heaven.* Mr. Calamy, iu hi) speech 
at Guildhall, 1643, says, ' I may truly say, as the Martyr 
did, that if I bad as many lives as hairs on my hea^d, I 
would be wilnng to sacriflce all these lives in this caiise.* 
6ee Layal Songs, Vol. ii. No. 26. 
' They placli'd down th^ King, the Church, and the Laws, 
To set up an idol, then nick-named T/»e Catue, 
Like Bell and the Dragon to gorge their own maws/ 
^ A fight between dogs and beats. 
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I wish myself a psendo |ini|iliet» 
Bnt rare some initciuef will come of it^ 
Unless by providential iiit> 
Or force, we averrwcale ^' it. 
For what design, i|faiat ioterest* 
Can beast have tq ^ncoqiitev beai^? 
They 6ght for no espoosed OwMei 
Frail Privilege, funcdaiesftil l4iw% 
Nor for a thorough Re^nnaatioa* 

Nor Covenant nor l^KatatioiH 

Nor liberty of Consci^Mea^, 

Nor Lords apd Comons QnHiMWoes^; 

Nor for the Chnrc^ nor fw Chvch-lami^ 

To get them in tjbeir •wn no^iaada; 

Nor evil Coonsellora to bring 

To jostiee, that sednce the K»g ; 

Nor for the woishlp of w nw, 

Thongli w^ Iwve ^^m u math ^r them* 

Th^ Egyptiana w>nbip'd do|p> and lor 

Theb ftith made i»|efMme war ^* 

Others ad^d. « i«t« «im1 some 

For that chorch salKir'd VMi^yidaHL 

The Indians fought ^ the takh 

Of the* elephant ai»d mookey'a tooth ; 

<» JverruneaU.] To weed or rool up. 

** N&r for Aree Liberty ^CwiaeitmstJ] Tkas the two fh«t 
edltkHU i«a4 : tte. wor4 /nw wa« left oat la 1614 ; tad Wuw 
barton tbtnks for the worse ;^ee liberty being a moit 
heantifal and satirical periphrasis for licentloasness, wbicl| 
is the idea the author hare fattndtd to give np. 

^ The King being driven ftom the ParllaoKnt, no legal 
acts of Parliament coald be made; therefore when the I^rda 
tad Conmons had agreed npon any bill, they pobiiahrdit; 
and reqnlred obedience to It, under the tlll«> of * An Ofdl. 
Ntnee of Lords and Commons,* and sometimes, ' An Ordi- 
nance of Parliament.* 

M Interf^viMwar,} A vnr of mntnal dvtrMtion. 



\ 



,d by Google 



36 HUDIBftAfl. Pttrt 1. 

Aoamany to defend that iaith, 
Fonght it out nwrdkus ^^ to death ; 
Bat no heast ever was so slight, 
For man, as for his Ood, to fight. 
They have more wit, alas ! and know 
Themselves and ns better than so : 
Bnt we, who only do infiise 
The rage in them like bemte-feuSf 
'Tis onr example that instils 
In them the' infection of onr ills. ^ 

For, as some late philosophers 
Have well observ*d, beasts that convetve 
With man take after him, as hogai 
Get pigs all th'.year, and bitches dogs, 
Jost so, by onr example, cattle 
Learn to give one another battle. 
We read in Nero's time, the Heathen, 
When they destroy'd the Christian brethren, 
They sew'd them in the skins of bears, 
And then set dogs abont their ears; 
From whence, no donbt, th' invention came 
'Of this lew'd antidiristian game.' 
To this, qnoth Ralpho, * Verily 
The point seems very plain to me ; 
It is an antichristian game. 
Unlawful both in thing and name. 
First, for the name; the word Bear-baiting 
Is carnal, and of man's creating; 
For certainly there's no such word 
In all the Scripture on record ; 
Therefore unkiwfUl, and a sin ; 
And so is (secondly) The tiling : 

^ Mordicug.] i, e. with their t«eth. 
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A vile assembly 'tis, that can * 

No more be prov'd by Scripture, than ' 

Provincial, Classic, National, 

Mere hnman creature-cobwebs ail. 

Thirdly, It is Idolatrous ; 

For when men run a-whoring thus 

With their inventions, whatsoe'er 

The thing be, whether Dog or Bear, 

It is idolatrous and Pagan, 

No less than worshipping of Dagao/ 

Qaoth Hudibras^ ' I smell a rat ; 
Ralpho, thou dost prevaricate : 
For though the thesis which thou lay'st 
Be true ad amumm, as thou say'st ; 
(For that Bear-baiting should appear 
Jure dujino lawfuUer 
Than Synods are, thou dost deny 
TtHdemverlnSt so do I) 
Yet there's a ^Ihicy in this> 
For if by sly honuesis, 
Tusm pro erepUuy an art 
Under a cough to slur a f — t^ 
Thon wonldst sophistically imply 
Both are nnlawfiil I deny.' 
' And I,' quoth Ralpho, * do not doubt 
But Bear-baiting may be made out. 
In gospel-times, as lawAil as is 
Provincial, or Parochial Classis; 
And that both are so near of kin, 
And like in all, as well as sin, 
Tint put 'em in a bag, and shake 'en, > 

Yoorseif o' th' sudden would mistake 'em. 
And not know which is which, unless 
Yoa measure by their wickedness , 
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For tis not hard to iirid^ne srhether 

O' th' two is Wont, though I tiaiDe blither.' 

Qooth Hndibnis, < Thou offer*8t mndi, 
Bat art not able to keep touch. 
Mira de leiUe, as 'tis i* th' ada^, 
Id est, to make a leek a cabbage ; 
Thon wilt at best bat rack a baI1> 
Or shear swine, all cry ahd no wool ; 
For what can Synods have at all, 
With Bear that'b analogical? 
Or what relation bail debating 
Of Chnrch-afiairs with Bear-baitifi^? 
A jast compailsoti still \h 
Of things ^usdetn ^enerik: 
And then whslt^entw rightly doth 
Inclade and comprehend them both. 
If anhnal, both cX as may 
As justly pass for Bears as they ; • 
For we are animals no less, 
Although of different specieses. 
But, lUlpbo, this is no fit place, 
Nor time, to argue out the case f 
For now the field is not fkt off, 
Where we must give the worid a proof 
Of deeds, liot Words, and such as suit 
Another mannet* of dispute : 
A controversy that afibl*ds 
Actions for arguments, not words ; 
Which we must ihana^ at a rate 
Of prowess* and conduct adequate 
To what our plated and fkthe doth prdhiise^ 
And all th« Godly ^peti firdm t<s. 
Nor shall th^^ be d^dv*d, unless 
We're slnnr'd aiitf <Hited by suecesB ; 
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Success, the murk nb tamt^ wit, • 

Or sofest hand, can AMrays hit : 

For whatsoe'er we perpetrate, 

We do but row, w' aiSe steet^ by FatCi 

Which in success oft disinherits. 

For spariotts causes, noblest merits. 

Great actions are not always true sons 

Of great and mighty iesolutions ; 

Nor do th6 bold'st attempts bring forth 

Events still equAl to their Worth ; 

But sometimes iilil, ahd in tbdr stead 

Fortune and cowardli^ ^cfceed. 

Yet we have hd gr^t civse to doubt, 

Our actions still h^ve ik>nie us out ; 

Which though thfejr'r^ kdoWtt io be so amp!6. 

We need ndt cdp^ ftbin exataiple ; 

We're not the onijf t$<srtoft durst 

Attempt this prdVfiice, nor the fir^t 

In northern BiUii k valorous knight 

Did whilom kill his Bear in fight. 

And wound a Fkldler : we have both 

Of these the objects of our wroth, 

And equal fiime and glory from 

The' attempt, or victory to come. 

Tis sung there is a valiant Mamaluke, 

In foreign land yclep'd — ^ 

To whom we have been oft compared 

For person, parts, address, and beard ; 

Both equally reputed stout. 

And in the same cause both have fought ; 

^ The writers of the General Historical Dictionary^ 
Vol. VI. p. 291, Imagine, ' That the chasm here is to be 
QUed with the words Sir Samuel Luke, hecause the line 
iKfore it is of ten syllables, and the measnre of the verse 
geoenUly used in tbia Poem is of eight.' 
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He (0t in such attempts as these 
Came oif with glory and success: 
Nor will we fail in th' execution, 
For want of equal resolution. 
Honour is like a widow, won 
With brisk attempt and patting 4>n ; 
With ent'ring manfully, and urging. 
Not slow approaches, like a virgin.' 

This said as erst the Phrygian Knight^ . 
So our*8, with rusty steel did smite 
His Trojan horse, and just as much 
He mended pace upon the touch; 
Bat from his empty stomach groan'd 
Just as that hollow beast did sound. 
And angry answered from behmd, 
With brandish'd tail and blast of wind. 
So have I seen, with armed heel, 
A wight bestride a Common-weal, 
While still the more he kick'd and spair'dy 
The less the sullen jade has stinr'd. 
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PART L CANTO IL 



THE ARGUMENT. 

The catilogae and cbaracter 
or the* enemies* best men of war, 
Whom, in a bold hanngne. tbe Knight 
Defies, and cballenf es to fight : 
He' encounters Talgol, roots the Bear, 
And takes the Fiddler prisoner. 
Conveys him to inehanted castle, 
There shats him fast In wooden Bastile. 



There was an ancient sage philosopher 

That had read Alexander Ross over, 

And swore the world, as he could prove, 

Was made of fighting and of love. 

Just so Romances are, for what else 

Is in them all but love and battles? 

O' th' first of these we have no great matter 

To treat of, but a world o' thMatter, 

In which to do the injur'd right, 

We mean in what concerns just figlit, 

Cedes our authors are to blame. 

For to make some well-sounding name 

A pattern fit for modem knights 

To copy out in frays and fights, 

(like those that a whole street do raze 

To build a palace in tlie place) 

They never care how many others 

They kiO, witfaont regard of mothers, 
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Or^ves, or childreD, so they can 
Make np some fierce, dead-doing nuui, 
Conipos*d of many ingredient valoors. 
Just like the mahhood of nine tailors : 

50 a wild Tartar, when be spies 

A man that's handsome, ndiant, wise, 

If he can kill him, thinks to inherit 

His wit, his beauty, and his spirit -, 

As if just so ranch he enjoy'd, 

As in another i^ d«strt>y'd : 

For when a giants slain in fight, 

And mow'd o'erthwart, or cleft dowliright^ 

It is a heavy case, no doubt, 

A man should have his brains beat out. 

Because he's tall, and hits large bones ; 

As men kill beavers for their stones. 

But as for bur part, we shall iell 

The naked truth of what befel. 

And as an equal friend to both 

The Knight and Bear, but more to troth^ 

With neither faction shall take part, 

But give to each his doe desert, 

And never coin a formal Tie on't, 

To make the knight overcome the giaint. 

This b'ing profest, we've hofies enonghy 

And now go on where we left off. 

They rode, but authors having not 
Determined whether pace or trot, 
(That is to say, whether toHutation, 
As they do term't 6r succussation ') 
We leave it, and go on, as now 
Suppose they did, no matter how ; 

1 Tollatstioii and tnccfiisation are teratt aseH h«re fbr 
ambling aii4 trotting. 
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Yet some, from subtle bints, bave got ^ 

Mysterious ligbt it was a trot : 

Bat let that pftss; they now began 

To spar tJieif liYing engnies on : 

For at whif^|)'d tops and btody'd ballsy 

The learned bold, are animals ; 

So horses they affirm to be 

Mere enguies made by Geometry, 

And were iliVent^ first from engibes, 

As Indian Bramins were from Penguids. 

So let them be, and, as t was sayings 

They their live engittes ply*d, Hot stayuig 

Until they reaehVi the iktal champain 

Which the* enemy did then encamp on ; 

The dire Phars^ah plain, where battle 

Was to be wag'd 'twixt puissant cattle. 

And fierce auxiliary m6n, 

That came to aid theii* brethren ; 

Who now began to take the field. 

As Knight firom ridge of steed beheld. 

For as our modem wits behold, 

Mounted a pick-back on the old. 

Much further off, much fiirther he, 

Rais'd on his aged beast, could sec ; 

Yet not sufficient to descry 

All postures of the enemy : 

Wherefore he bids the Squire ride fiirther^ 

To! observe their numbers and their ord^r, 

Hiat when their faiotions he had known, 

He might know how to fit his own. 

Meanwhile he stopp'd his willing steed^ 

To fit hiniself fdr martial deed : 

Both kinds of metal he prepared. 

Either to give blows or to ward -, 
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CoiMage and steel, both of great force^ 
Prepared for better, or for worse. 
His death-charged pistols he did fit well, 
Drawn out from life-preserving victual. 
These being prioi'd, with force he labour'd , 
To free's sword from retentive scabbard ; 
And alter many a painful pluck, 
From rusty durance he baUl'd tuck : 
Then shook himself, to see that prowess 
In scabbard of his arms sat loose ; 
And, raised upon his desperate foot, 
On stirrup-side he gai^'d about, 
Portending blood, like blazing star. 
The beacon of approaching vrar. 
Ralpho rode on with no less speed 
Than Hugo in the forest did ^ ; 
But far more in returning made ; 
For now the foe he had survey'dy 
Ranged, as to him they did appear, 
With van, main-battle, wings and rear. 
I' th' head of all this warlike rabble, 
Crowdero ^ march'd, expert and able. 
Instead of trumpet and of drum. 
That makes the warrior's stomach come, 
Whose noise whets valour ^arp, tike beer^ 
By thonder tum'd to vinegar, 

< Thus altered in the edition of 1674. 

The Sqoire advanc'd with gresiter speed 
Than coald b' expected from his steed. 

For Hugo, see Davenant's Gandiberf. 
' So called, from croiod, a fiddle. This was one Jackson 
a milliner, who lived in the New Exchange in the Strand. 
He had formerly been in the service of the Roundheads, and 
had lout a leg in it ; this brouKht him to decay, so that he 
was obliged to scrape upon a fiddle, from one alehonse U$ 
i^nother, for his bread. 
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(For if a trumpet soniid, or drum beat, • 

Who iias not a month's nund to combat?) 

A squeaking engine he applied 

Unto his neclc, on north-east side, 

Jost where the hangman does dispose, 

To special firiends, the knot of noose : 

For 'tis great grace, when statesmen straight 

Dispatch a iriend, let others wait 

His warped ear hung o'er the strings, 

Which was but souse to chitterlmgs : 

For guts, some wnrite, ere they are sodden, 

Are tit for music or for pudding ; 

From whence men borrow every kmd 

Of minstrelsy by string or wind. 

^» grisly beard was long and thick, 

With which he strung his fiddlestick ; 

For he to horse-tail scom'd to owe 

For what on his own chm did grow. 

Chhron, the four-legged bard, had both 

A beard and tail of his own growth ; 

And yet by authors 'tis averred, 

He made use on^^ of his beard. 

In Staffordshire, where vhtnous worth 

Does raise the minstrelsy, not birth, 

Where bulls do choose the boldest king 

And ruler, o'er the men of string, 

(As once in Persia, 'tis said, 

Kings were proclaini'd by a horse that neigh'd) 

He, bravely vent'ring at a crown. 

By chance of war was beaten down,^ ' 

And wounded sore : his leg then broke^ 

Had got a deputy of oak > 

For when a shm in fight is cropt. 

The knee with one of timber's propt, 
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Estegm'd more honouraVle thsm the other, 
And takes place, though tlie younger brother. 

Next march'd brave Orsin \ famous for 
- Wise conduct, and success in war y 
A skilful leader, stout, s^vere,^ 
Now Marshal to the champion Bear. 
With truQct^eon tipp'd with iron head, 
The warrior to the lists he led j 
With solemn marcl\, and stately pace, 
But far more grave and solemn l^ce > 
Grave as the Emperor of Pegu^ 
Or Spanish potentate, Don D^go. 
This leader was of knowledge great, 
Either for charge or for retreat: 
He knew when to ^1 on peU-qieU, 
To fall back and retreat as well. 
So hiwyers, lest the B^s^ defepdapt, 

And phuntiff Dog, should m^ke ap es^ oi\% 

Do stave and taif with Writs of ^ror» 

Reverse of Judg^^t, and Demi^rrer, 

To let them breathe awhile, and ttien 

Cry Whoop, and set then^ oil again. 

As Romulus 8^ wolf did re^, 

8o he was dry-nurs'd by a bear, 

That fed hipi vrith the purchased prey 

Of many a fierce and bloody fray; 

Bred up, where discipline most rare if, 

In militsjLry gardeihParis : 

For soldiers, heretofore, did grow 

In gardens just as weeds do now. 



* Oram.] Joshaa Gosling, who kept bears at Paris-ganlai 
In Sonthwark : he stood bard and Ast for the Rium Mkr- 

iiameiit. 
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Until some splay-foot politidaos ^ 

To' ApoUo offei'd up petitions 

For licensing a new invention . 

They 'ad found out of an antique engine, 

To root oat all the weeds, that grow 

In public gardens, at a blow, 

And leave th' herbs standing : — Quoth Sir Sun, 

^ My frien<^ that is not to be done/ — 

' Not done!* <juoth Statesmen j * YQS,an*tplease^e, 

When 'tis once knowq you1l say 'tis easy.' 

^ Why then lef s know it,' quoth Apollo : — 

' We'll beat a drum, and they'll all follow.' 

* A drum ! (quoth Ph(e|>osj| Troth that'^ true, 

A pretty' invention, quaint and new : 

But though of voice smd instrument 

We are the' undoubted p^ident. 

We such lond music do not profess, 

llie Devil is master of that office, 

Where it must pass ; ift be a drum, 

He'll sign it with Cler. Pari Dom. Com.*; 

To him apply yourselves, and he 

Will soon dispatch you for his. fee.' 

They did so, out it proved so iU, 

They 'ad better let 'em grow there stilL— 

But ^ resume what we discoursing 

Were on before, t&t id, stout Orsin ; 

That which so oft by sundry wiiters 

Has been appl/d to* ahnosf all fighters, 

More justly may be* ascrib'd to this 

Tban any other warrior, ^vi^) 

* The HoBse of Commons, ^vea before th« Romp lu4 
onrdercd' the King, and expelled tBe House of Lords, 
nsorped nnny bnmcbes of tbe RoymJi prerogattve, 904 par- 
ttcolarly. tbis for gnyutiag licences for new ln'veotlon#. 
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NoAe ever acted both parts bolder, 

Both of a chieftain and a soldier. 

He was of great descent, and high 

For splendour and antiquity, 

And firom celestial origine 

Derived himself in a right line ; 

Not as the ancient heroes did, 

Who, that their base-births might be hid, 

(Knowing they were of doubtfol gender. 

And that they came in at a window) 

Made Jupiter himself, and others 

O* th' gods, gallants to their own mothers. 

To get on them a race of champions, 

(Of which old Homer first made hunpoons) 

Arctophyhix^, in northern sphere, 

Was lUs undoubted ancestor ; 

From him hii great fore&thers came, 

And in all ages bore hb name : 

Learn'd he was in med'cinal lore. 

For by his side a pouch he wore, 

Replete with strange hermetic powder. 

That wounds nine miles point-bUink woald solder \ 

By skilful chemist, with great cost, 

Extracted from a rotten post ; 

But of a heav'nlier influence 

Than that which mountebanks dispense ; 

Though by Promethean fire made. 

As they do quack that drive that trade. 

For as when slovens do amiss 

At others* doors, by stool or piss. 

The learned write ^, a red-hot spit 

B'ing prudently apply *d to it, 

I A star near Ursa Mi^or, called Bootes. 
7 A banter upon Sir Kenelm Digby's dlscoarse coacemiog 
the cure of wounds by symjiatJiy. 
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Will coDvey mischief from the dnnjj - * 

Unto the part that did the wrong; 

So thb did healing, and nsure 

As that did mischief, this woold care. 

Thos virtuous Orsin was endued 
With learning, conduct, fortitude 
Incomparable ; and as the prince 
Of poets. Homer, sung long since, 
A skilful leech is better fyr^ 
Tban half a hundred men of war; 
So he appear*d, and by his skill, 
No less than dint of sword, could kill. 

Hie gallant Brain marched next him, 
With visage formidably grim, 
And rugged as a Saracen, 
Or Turi^ of IVIahomet's own khi, 
Clad in a mantle de la guerre 
Of rough impenetrable fur; 
And in his nose, like Indian kmg. 
He wore, for ornament, a ring ; 
About his neck a threefold gorget. 
As rough as trebled leathern target ; 
Armedf as heralds cant, and langued. 
Or, as the vulgar say, sharp-fanged: 
For as the teeth in beasts of prey 
Are swords, with which they fight in fray, 
So swords, in men of war, are teeth 
Which they do eat their victual with. 
He was by birth, some authors write, 
A Russian, some a Muscovite, 

* ' A wise physician skilled otir wound* to heal. 
Is in9re than armies to the public weal.' 

POPE'S HOM Ell. 
VOL. I. B 
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Antf 'moiig the Cossackd had bcea brei,, 
Of whom we in Dmniali read, 
That serve to fill up pag«i here. 
As with their bodies ditches there. 
Sciimansky was his coasiii-geraaaii» 
With whom he sert'd, and fed on vermin ; 
And when these fiui*d he'd suck his claws. 
And quarter himself upon his paws : 
And though his countrymen, the Huns, 
Did stew their meat between their bums 
And the' horses' backs o'er vrtiich they sUaddle, 
And every man ate up his saddle ; 
He was not half so nice as they, 
But ate it raw when 't came in's way- 
He 'ad trac'd the countries far and near. 
More than Le Blanc, the traveller, 
^ho writes, he spous'd in India, 

Of noble house, a lady gay, 

And got on her a race of wortliies 

As stout as any upon earth is. 

Full many a fight for him between 

Talgol and Orsin oft had been, 

Each striving to deserve the crown 

Of a sav'd citizen ; the one 

To guard his Bear, the otlier fought 

To aid his Dog; both made more stout 

By several spurs of neighbourhood, 

Church-fellow-membership, and bipod ; 

But Talgol, mortal foe to cow^ 

Never got aught of him but blows i 

Blows hard and heavy, such as he 

Had lent, repaid with usury. 
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Yet TaigoP was of courage stoat, 
And vanquish'd oft'ner timn he fonfj^t ; 
Inor'd to laboar, sweat, ani9 toil, 
And, like a champion, shone with oil : 
Right many a widow his keen blade, 
And many fatherless, had made ; 
He many a boar and hnge dnn-«ow 
Did, like another Gny, o'erthrow; 
Bat Gny with him in fight conpar'd, 
Had like the boar or don-eow Ikr'd : 
With greater troops of sheep he had fonght 
Than Ajax, or bold Don Qaixote ; 
And many a serpent of fell kind. 
With wings before and stings behind, 
Sabdoed ; as poets say, long agone, 
Bold Sir Geoi^ge, Saint George, did the Dragon. 
Nor engine, nor device polemic, 
Disease, nor doctor epidemic, 
Though stor'd with deietery med*cine.<«, 
(Which whosoeTer took is dead since) 
E'er sent so vast a colony 
To both the nnder-worlds as he ; 
For he was of that noble trade 
That demi-gods and heroes made, 
Slaughter, and knocking on the head, 
Tlie trade to which they all were bred ; 
And is, like otliers, glorious when 
Tis great and hirge, bat base, if mean ; 
The former rides in triamph for it, 
Tlie latter in a two-wheel'd chariot, 



^ Talgvl.] /t butcher in Newgate loarket. whu a/tPiuard* 
«»buined n captHm's coinraisMoH fwr his rebHitoiis bravery 
at Nasebv. 
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For daring to proline a thing 
So sacred, with vile banglin^. 

Next these the brave Magoano ^° came, 
Magnano, great in martial lame ; 
Yet when with Orstn he wag*d tight, 
'Tis snng he got bnt little by't : 
Yet he w^as fierce as forest-hoar, 
Whose spoils upon hia back he wore. 
As thick as Ajax' seven-fold shield. 
Which o'er his brazen arms he held ; 
But brass was feeble to resist 
The fury of his armed fist ; 
Nor could the hardest iron hold ont 
Against his blows, bnt they wonld throngh't. 

In magic he was deeply read, 
* As he '' that made the brazen-bead ; 
Profoundly skill'd in the black art, 
As English Merlin for his heart ; 
But far more skilful in the spheres. 
Than be was at the sieve and shears. 
He could transform himself in colour, 
As like the devil as a collier j 
As like as hypocrites, in show. 
Are to true saints, or crow to crow. 

Of warlike engines he was author, 
Devis'd for quick dispatch of slaughter: 
The cannon, blunderbuss, and saker, 
He was the* inventor of, and maker : 



><) Magnano ] Simeon Wait, a tiulier, as famous an Inde- 
pendent preacber as Biiriougbs; wbo, with equal blas- 
phemy, would style Olivvr Cromwell the Arcbangel ciTini 
battle to the Devil. ■ 

" Uc] Friar Bacon. 
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The trampet and the kettle^lniijii * 

Did both from hk inventioo come. 

He was the first that e*er did teaoh 

To omke, and how to stop a breach. 

A lance he bore with Iron pike. 

Til* one half wonkl thrust, the other strike ; 

And when their forces he had join'd, 

He scom'd to tarn his parts behind. 

He Tmlfai '* !ov*d, Tmlla, more bright 
Than bamish^d armour of her knight -, 
A bold virago, stoot and tail. 
As Joan- of France, or English MoH " : 
Through perils both of wind and limb, 
Throogh thick and thin she followed him 
In every adventure h' undertook, 
And never him or it forsook : 
At breach of wall, or hedge surprise, 
She shar'd i' th' hazard and the prize ; 
At beating quarters up, or forage, 
Behav'd herself with matchless courage, 
And laid about in fight more busily 
Than the' Amazonian Dame Pentliesiie. 
And though some critics here cry shame. 
And say our authors are to blame. 
That (spite of all philosophers. 
Who hold no females stout, but bears; 



" TruUa.] Tbe daughter of Jametf Spencer: so called, 
becaase Ibe tiakcr's wife or mislreM was commonly called 
his truU. 

IS Allndlng, probably, to Mary Carleton. caUed Kentish 
Moll, but more commonly The German Princess; a per- 
son notoriAns at tbe lime this First Part of Hndibrms was 
pnblished. She was transported to Jamaica lOii ; bnt re- 
tamiag Arom transportation too soon, she was banged at 
Tybnm, Jan. i!2, 1673. 
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An<t heretofore dkl lo abbor 

That women shoiiki pretend to war. 

They woald not sufier the stoot'st dame 

To swear by Hercoles's name) 

Make feeble ladiea^ in tliek works, 

To fight like termagaBts and Turks ; 

To lay their native anns aside^ 

Their modesty, and ride astride ; 

To run a-tilt at men, and wield 

Their naked tools io open field ; 

As stout Armida, bold Tbilestris, 

And she that would have been the mistress 

Of Gundibert, but he liad gmce, 

And rather took a country lass ; 

They say 'tis false, without all sense, 

But of pernicious consequence 

To government, which they suppose 

Can never be. upheld in prose ; 

Strip Nature naked to the skin. 

You'll find .about her no such tlung. 

It may be so, yet what we tell 

Of Trulki, that's improbable, 

Shall be deposed by those have seen't. 

Or, what's as good, produc'd in prist ; 

And if they vrill not take our word, 

We'll prove it true upon record. 

The upright Cerdon '* next advamft, 
Of all his race the valiant'st: 
Cerdon tha Great, renown'd in song, 
Like Herc'les, for repair of wrong: 
He rab'd the low, and fortified 
The weak against the strongest side : 

. }*. Cerdon.] A oae-«yed cobler, like his brother Colonel 
HewAon : hU chief UJent lay iu preuchlnf . 
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lU lias he read, that never hit 

On him in Mases' de«tMea» writ. 

He had a weapmi kee* and fierce^ 

That thretigli a hiitl-hide shield would pierce, 

And cnt it in a tboosaaNl pieces, 

Thoogh toogher than the Kaight ef Chreeee fail, 

With whom his black-thnmb'd ancestor 

Was comrade in the ten years* war: 

For when the restless Greeks sat down 

So many years before Troy town. 

And were renowned, as Homer writes^ 

For well-sol'd boots no less than lights, 

They ow'd that glory only to 

His ancestor, that made them s«^ 

Fast friend he was to Retbrmatiou, 

Until 'twas worn quite out of fashion ; 

Next rectifier of wry law, 

And would make three to care one tew. 

Learned he was, aM conld take note. 

Transcribe, collect, transhtte, ^md ^wtt : 

But preaching was his ebietest taltat '^, 

Or argament, in which b'ing valiant, 

^ Mechanics i»f all sorts were then Preachers, and some 
of them mnch followed and admired by the mob. ' I aiA 
to tell thee, ChrUAm Reader, (says Dr. Peatley, in a pre- 
face to his D^ffper difipd, J 647.) This new year of new 
chances, never heard of in former ages, namely, of stabtec 
tomed into temples, and, I will Yt^ leave to add, temples 
tamed into sUhles, (as was that of St. Paals, and many 
more) stalls into quires, sbupboanis iuto coramuaioii-tables, 
tabs into polpits, aprons into linen cphods, and mechanics 
of the lowest rank iuto priests of the high places.— I wonder 
that our door-posts aud walls sweat not, upon which such 
■oles as these have been lately affixed ; ou sneh a day, sneh 
a brewer's elerii ex«rciseth ; saofa a tailor expoundeth ; 
ancb a waterman teactaeth —If coolis, instead of minciug 
their meat, fall upon dividing of the word ; if tatlors leap 
ftp from the shopboard into th« pnlplt, and patch up aer- 
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He fis'd to lay about and stickle, 

like ram or boll at Couventicle : 

For disputants, like rams and balls» 

Do fight with arms that spring from sculls. 

Last Colon *^ came, bold man of war^ 
Destin'd to blows by iatal star ; 
Right expert in command of horse , 
But cruel, and without remorse* 
That which of Centaur long ago 
Was said, and has been wrested to 
Some other knights, was true of this. 
He and his horse were of a piece ; 
One spirit did inform them both. 
The selfsame vigour, fury, wroth ; 
Yet he was much the rougher party 
And always had a harder heart. 
Although his horse had been of those 
That fed on man's flesh, as fame goes : 
Strange food for horse ! and, yet, ahis I 
It may be true, for flesh is grass. 
Sturdy he was, and no less able 
Than Hercules to clean a stable ; 
As great a drover, and as great 
A critic too, in dog or neat. 
He ripp'd the womb up of his mother. 
Dame Tellus, 'cause she wanted fother. 
And provender, wherewith to feed 
Himself and his less cmel steed. 
It was a question whether he 
Or's horse were of a fiiniily 

mons out of stolen sbreds ; if not only of the lowest of tbe 
people, as in Jeroboam's time, priests are consecrated to 
tbe Most High God— Do wo marvel to see sucta conlusioa 
in the Church as there is!* 
10 Coi(m.] Ned Perry, an hostler. 
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Moi-e worshipiul ; 'till antiqa&ries 

(After they 'ad almost pror'd out their eyes) 

Did very learnedly decide • 

The business on the horse's side ; 

And prov'd not only horse, but cows^ 

Nay pigs, were of the elder boose : 

For beasts, when man was but a piece 

Of earth himself, did th' earth possess. 
These worthies were the chief that led 

The combatants, each in the head 

Of his command, with aims and rage 

Ready, and longing to engage. 

The nnmerons rabble was drawn out 

Of several counties round about. 

From villages remote, and shirev. 

Of east and western hemispheres. 
From foreign parishes and regions, 

Of different manners, speech, religions, 
■Came men and SMstiffs ; some to fight 
For fiime and honour, some-for sight. 
And now the field of death, the lists, 
Were enter'd by antagonists. 
And blood was ready to be broach'd, 
When Hudibras in haste approach'd, 
With Squire and weapons to attack 'em ; 
But first thus from his horse bespake 'em : — 

*■ What rage, O Citizens ! what fiiry 
Doth yon to these <JBre actions hurry ? 
What oestrum, what phrenetic mood 
Makes you thus hivisli of your blood, 
While the proud Vies '^ your trophies boast 
And nnreveng'd walks Waller's *® ghost? 

" Tie*.] De Vies. »8 WaUer,] Sir W. Waller, - 
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What towns, what ganiMMis might yon, 
With hasard of this blood, subdne, 
Whidi DOW y' are bent to throw away 
In vain nntriumphable fray? 
Shall saints in eiTil bloodshed wallow 
Of saints '', and let the Cause lie iallow? 
The Cause, for which we toughl and swore 
So boldly, shall we now fijne o*er ? 
Then becaase qirarrcls still are seed 
With oaths and swearings to begin, 
The Solemn Leagne and Covenant 
Will seem a mere God-dam-me rant ; 
And we that took it, and have longht, 
As lewd as dmnkards tiiat fall oat : 
For as we make war for the Kuig ^ 
Against himself, the self-same thing. 
Some will not stick to swear, we do 
For God and for Religion too ; 
For if Bear-baiting we allow, • 
What good can Reformafiott do ? 
The blood and treasore that's hud out 
Is thrown away, and goes for nonght 
Are these the fruits o* th' Protestation, 
The protot^'pe of Reformation, 



w Mr. Walker observes, ' Thai all the cbeatlnif. covetoas, 
ambitions persons of tbe land, were united tofietber under 
the title of tbe Godly, the Saints, and shared tbe fist of the 
land between them ;' and he calls them * tbe SalntB who 
were canonised no wliere but in the Devil's Calenditr.* 
Hist, qf IndependeHcif. 

^ The Presbyterians, in ail their wars against tbe Kins, 
maintained still, that they fonght^r him; for tbey pre- 
tended to distlugotoli bis poUHcal peraoa from bli aatanl 
one ; * His political person, (they said,) must be, and was, 
with the Parliament, though his natural person was at war 
with.tbem.* 



5d by Google 



CmU0 i. HViHBiUs. o9 

Which all tbe saintt, and some, Mnoe ■Hurtyn, 

Wore in their hats IHw wedding-fuieny 

When 'twas resolv'd by either Home 

Six Member^ <|iianel to espouse? 

Did they, for this, diaw down the rabbkiy 

T^th zeal and noises fermidable. 

And make all cries aboat the Tdwb 

Jom thronts to cry the Bishops down ^? 

Who having rcMnd begirt tbe pabuse, 

(As once a month they do the pdl ows) 

As Members gave the sign abettt» 

Set np their throats with hkleons shovt. 

When tiokers bawl'd akmd to settte 

Charch-DiscipHne, for patchiaig ketilt ; 

No sow-gelder did blow his hm 

To geld a cat, but cried < Reform ;' 

The oyster-women lock'd their fish np. 

And tmdg*d away, tocsy ' No BithDp;' 

The moose-trap men laid save-alls by, 

And 'gainst EVl CoanseUors did cry ; 

Botcher's left oM clothes in tbe Inrch, 

And fell to turn and patch the Church ; 

Some cried (he CoTenant, instead 

Of pndding-pies and ginger-bread ; 

And some for brooms, old boots and shoes, 

Bawi'd ont to purge the Comnioi»>iiottse : 

Instead of kitcheiMtHlF, some cry 

A Gospel<preaching Bliaistry ; 

And some for old suits, coats, or doak, 

No Surplices nor Service-book : 

•1 ' Oood Lonlf (taya tbe True l^fbrfner, p. 12.) wbtt a 
ileal of tfiit was thrown in tbt Mshopft* ftKe*?— wbat infli* 
flMM ballad* were Bong i what a thick eloud of epMeaicat 
hatre* hung snildeolr over them ? so fhr, that a dog with a 
hlach and white face was called a Bithep: 
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A strange harroomoDii incliimtion 

Of all degrees to Reformation*^. 

And is this all ? Is this the end 

To which these Carr'ingji on did tend? 

Hath Public Faith» like a young hehr. 

For this ta'en up all sorts of ware, 

And run int' every tradesman'a book, 

Till both tnm'd bankmpts, and are broke? 

Did saints, for this, brii^f in their plate, 

And crowd as if they came too late ? 

For when they tho<4|ht the Cause had need on't, 

Happy was he that cou'd be rid ont. 

INd they coin piss^ots, bowls, and flaggons, 

Int' officers of horse and dragoons P 

And into pikes and musqneteers 

Stamp beakers, onps, and porringers? 

A thimble, bocUiin, and a spoon. 

Did start up living men, as soon 

As in the furnace they were thrown. 

Just like the dragon's teeth b^iog sown. 

Then was the Cause of gold and plate, 

The Brethrens* offerings, consecrate. 

Like th' Hebrew calf, and down before it 

The Sainto fell prostrate, to adore it: 

So say the Widced— and will yon 

Make tiiat sarcasmus scandiU tme. 

By ninning after Dogs and Bears, 

Beasts more unclean than calves or steen? 



^ Those flights, which seem most extravagant in o«r 
Poet, were really exoeiled by matter of fkct. The Scots 
(in their Large Declaration^ 1G31.) begin their petition 
against the Common Prayer-booli thus :— * We inen» women, 
and cliildreu, and servants, having considered, &c.> JFquUm'* 
Hut, of Wicked PlUs, 
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Have powerful Preachers plied tbeir tongiieiy 

And laid themselves ont, and dieir longs ; 

U8*d all means, both direct and sinister, 

r th* pow'r of Gospel-preachinif Minister? 

Have they invented tones to win 

The women, and make them draw in 

The men> as Indians with a female 

Tnme elephant mveigle the male? 

Have they told Providence what it most do. 

Whom to avoid, and whom to trost to ? 

Discovered the' Enemy's design. 

And which way best to coantermine? 

Prescribed what ways it hath to work. 

Or it will ne'er advance the Kirk ? 

Told it the news o' th' hut express. 

And after good or bad success 

Made prayers, not so like petitions 

As overtures and propositions, 

(Snch as the Army did present 

To their Creator, the Piirl'ament) 

In which they ireely will conlesR, 

They will not, cannot acquiesce. 

Unless the work be carry'd on 

In the same way they have begun, 

By setting Church and CommoU^weal 

All on a flame, bright as their seal. 

On which the Saints were all a-gog 

And all this for a Bear and Dog? 

'Hie Pad'ament drew up petitions 

To* itself, and sent them, like commissions, 

To well-afllectcd persons, down 

In every city and great town. 

With pow'r to levy horse and men, 

Only to bring them back again? 
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For this did auDy, many a mile, 

Ride manfoJily ia rank wad file, 

With papers in their I»t8» that siuiw'd 

As if they to the piiioi^ rode f 

Have all these consses, these efforts, 

Been tried by people of all sorts, 

Velia et remisy omiibuB aarvis, 

And all to* advance the Cause's service. 

And shall all now be thrown away 

In petulant intestine fray? 

Slmll we, that in the Covenant swore 

Each man of us to run before 

Another, still in Reformation 

Give Dogs and Bears a dispensation? 

How will Dissenting Brethren relish it? 

What will Malignante say ? VideHeety 

That each man swore to do his best 

To damn and perjare'aU the rest? 

And bid the Devil take the hindmost 

Which at this race is like to win most. 

They'll say onr bustness* to Reform 

The Church and State, is but a worm ; 

For to subscribe, nnsigbt, unseen, 

To an unknown Church discipline, 

What is it elae, but before4iand 

To' engage, and after understand? 

For when we swore to carry on 

The present Reformation, 

According to the purest mode 

Of churches best reform'd abroad, 

What did we else but make a. vow 

To do we know not what, nor how ? 

For no three of us will agree 

Where, or what churches these should be , 
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And is iodeed the sel^mue case 

With theirs that swore et catertu; 

Or the French League ^^, in which men voWd 

To 6gfat to the last drop of bk>od. 

Tliese slanders will be thrown upon 

The Cause and Work we carry on. 

If we permit men to run headlong 

To' exorbitances fit for Bedlam, 

Ratlier than Gospel-walking times, 

When sligiitest sins are gieatest criiiie». 

Bat we the matter so shall handle, 

As to remove that odious scandal : 

In name of Kiog and Parrament, 

I charge ye all, no more tbment 

Tbis feod, but keep tbe peace between 

Your brethren and your countrymen, 

And to those places straight repair 

Where your respective dwellings are. 

But to that ptirpose first surrender 

The Fiddler, as tlie prime ofiender, 

Th' incendiary vile, that is chief 

Author and engineer of mischief ; 

That makes division between fiiends, 

For profiine and ma\is^»ni ends. 

^ Tbe Holy League in France, desigtned and made for the 
extirpation of tbe Protectant religion, was the original out of 
which tbe Solemn League and Covenant here was (with dtf> 
fereuce only of circamstances) most faithfully transcribed. 
Nor did the snccess of both differ more than the Intent and 
purpose ; for, after the destrnction of vast numbersof people 
of aU sorts, both euded with tbemorderof two kings, whom 
they bad i)otb sworn to defend. And as our Coveuantert 
swoffT every man to run one before another in the way of 
Reformation, so did the Preocb, in the Holy League, to flght 
to tbe last drop of blood. 
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He and that engine of vile noise ^, 
On which illegally he plays, 
Shall (dictumfactum) both be brought 
To condign punishment, as they ooglit. 
This must be done, and I would fain see 
Mortal no sturdy as to gainsay ; 
For then III take another course. 
And soon reduce you all by force.* — 
This said, he clapt his hand on sword, 
To show he meant to keep his word. 

But Talgol 'S who had long snpprest 
Inflamed wrath in glowing breast, 
Which now began to rage and bnm as 
Implacably as flame in ^imace. 
Thus answer*d him : * Thou vermin wretched, 
As e'er in measled pork was hatched ; 

** The threatening punishment to the Fiddle, was mach 
like the threato of the pragmatical troopers to punish Ralph 
Dobbin's waggon, Plain Dealer, vol. I. ** 1 was driving 
(says he) into a town apon the 29th of May, where my wag- 
gon was to dine : there came op in a great rage seven or 
«ight of the troopers that were quartered there, and asked 
* What I bushed out my horses forP' I told them, *To drive 
flies away.' Bnt they said, I was a Jacobite rascal, that my 
horses were guilty of high treason, and ray waggon ought to 
be haqged.— 1 answered. * It was already drawn, aud within 
a yard or two of being quartered ; bat as to being hanged, it 
was a compliment we had no occasion for, and therefore 
desired them to take it back again, and keep It in thoir own 
liands, till they had an opportunity to make use of it.'— I 
had no sooner spoke these words, bnt they fell upon me 
like thunder, stript my cattle in a twinkling, and beat me 
black and blue with my own oak-branches. ** 

^. It may be asked, why Talgol was the first In aniwering 
the Knight, when it seems more incumbent upon the Bear- 
ward to make a deicuci> ? Probably Talgol might then be a 
Cavalier; for the character the Poet has given him doth not 
infer ihe contrary ; and his answer carries strong iiMlrations 
T^ Justify the coiOevtnre. 
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Thoa tail of Worship, that dost grow 

On romp of justice as of cow ; 

How dsLi'st thou witli that salleD luggage 

O* th' self, old iron, and other baggage, 

With which thy steed of bones and leather 

Has broke his wind in halting hither ; 

How dnrst tb', I say, adventure thus 

To' oppose thy lumber against ns ? 

Could thine impertinence find out 

No work to* employ itself about. 

Where thon, secure irom wooden blow, 
• Thy bnsy vanity diightahow? 

Was no dispute a-foot between 

The caterwaolinj^ Brethren? . 

No subtle (juettion rae'd among 

Those oat-o*-their wits, and those i' th' wrong ? 

No prise between those combatants 

O' Af times, the tend and water-saints, 

Where thou might'st stickle, without haainl 

Of outrage to thy hide and masard, 

And not, for vrant of bosiness, come 
To us to be thtis troublesome^ 
To interrupt our better sort 
Of disputants, and spoil our sport? 
Was there no felony, no bawd. 
Cut-purse, nor burglary abroad P 
No stolen pig, nor plundered goose. 
To tie thee up from breaking loose? 
No ale nnlicen^d, broken hedge, 
For which thop statute might'st allege, 
To keep thee busy from foul evil. 
And shame doe to thee from the devil? 
Did no Committee sit, where he 
Might cut out joumey-work for thee, 

VOL.1. F 
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And set tb* a task, witii saboniatioiiy 

To stitch up sale and aeqnestratioBy 

To clieat, with holiness and seal, 

AH parties and the common-weal f 

Much better had it been for thee 

He 'ad kept thee where th' art us'd to be^ 

Or sent th' on business any whither, 

.So he had never brought thee hither : 

But if th' hast brain enough in skull 

To keep itself in lodging whole. 

And not provoke the rage of stoaeSf 

And cudgels, to thy hide and bones, 

Tremble, and vanish while thou may'sty 

Which 111 not promise if thon stay 'st.'—« 

At this the Knight grew high' in wroth, 

And lifting hands and eyes up both, 

lliree times he smote on stomach stout. 

Prom whence, at length, these words broke out: 

< Was I for this entitled Sir, 
And girt with trusty sword and spur. 
For fiime and honour to wage battle. 
Thus to be brav'd by foe to cattle? 
Not all that pride that makes thee swell 
As big as tliou dost blown-np veal ; 
Nor all thy tricks and slights to cheat. 
And sell thy carrion for good meat ; 
Not all thy magic to repair 
Decay'd old age in tough lean ware, 
Make nat'ral death appear thy work, 
And stop the gangrene in stale pork ; 
Not all that force that makes thee proody 
Because by bnUoek ne'er vrithstood ; 
Though arm'd with all thy cleavers, knives^ 
And axes, made to hew down lives, 
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Shall SKV% «r hdp thee to efade 
The hand of JoBtice, or thU bbide. 
Which I, her swonM>earer, do earty, 
For civil deed and auhtarjr : 
Nor shall these urards, of f«nom base. 
Which tho« hait from their native phuce^ 
Tliy stomadi, puip'd to fluiK on me, 
Go Qnrevenfl[*d, thoagh I am free ; 
Thoa down the sanw throat shall devour 'em» 
Like tainted beef, and pay dear for 'em ; 
Nor shaU it e'er be said that wight 
With gauntlet bine and bases white,. 
And round blunt tniocheon fay his aide» 
So great a man at arms defied 
With words ftr bitterer than wonawood» 
That would ia Job or Griael stir mood. 
Dogs with their tongaes their wounds do heai» 
But men viritii bauds, as thoo shalt feeL' 
This said, with hasty rage he snatch'd 
His gnn-shot, that in holsters watch'd^ 
And bending cock, he levelled iiiU 
Agamst the' outside of lUgoA'k skull, 
Vowing that he should ne'er stir further. 
Nor h^icefortfa cow nor bullock murther : 
But Pallas came in shape of Rust, 
And 'twixt the spring aiid hammer tibrast 
Her goigon shield, which made the cock 
Stand stiff, as 'twere transform'd to stock. 
Meanwhile fierce Talgol, gathering might. 
With rugged truncheon charg'd the KiUght ; 
But he, with petronei npheav'd, 
Instead of shield, the blow received ; 
The gun recoil'd, as well it might, 
Not us'd to such a kind of fight, 
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And flhnn^ fr«n «tB great master's gripe, 

KBOck'd down and stunn'd with mortal stnpe. 

Then Hudibras, with furious haste. 

Drew out his sword ; yet not so last 

But Talgol fiwt, with hardy thwack. 

Twice bnils'd his head, and twice his bw!k ; 

But when his nnt-browii sword was out, 

With stomach huge he laid about, 

Imprinting many a wound upon 

His mortal foe, the truncheon : 

The trusty cudgel did oppose 

Itself against dead-doing blows, 

To guard his leader from fell bane. 

And then revenged itself again. 

And though the sword (some understood; 

In force had much the odds of wood, 
'Twas notliing so ; both sides were balanc t 

So equal, none knew which was val'Mif st : 

For wood, with honomr b'ing engag d, 

Is so unplacably enrag'd, 

Though iron hew and mangle sore. 

Wood wounds and bruises honour more. 

And now both knights were out of breath, 

Tir'd in the hot pursuits of death ; 

Whilst all the rest ama«'d stood stUl, 

Expecting which should take, or kill. 

This Hudibras observed ; and fretting 

Conquest should be so long a-gettmg, 

He drew up all his force into 

One body, and that into one blow; 

But Talgol wisely avoided it 

By cunning slight ; tor had it hit 

The upper part of him, the blow 

Had slit, as sure as that below. 
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M eanwliile the* incomparable Col6n, 
To aid bis friend, began to iall on ; 
Him Ralph encountered, and straight grew 
A dismal combat 'twixt them two ; 
Th' one arm'd with metal, t* other with wood^ 
This fit for bruise, and that for blood. 
With many a stiff thwack, many a bang. 
Hard crab-tree and old iron rang, 
\lliile none that saw them could divine 
To which side conquest would incline; 
Until Magnano, who did envy 
That two should with so many men vie. 
By subtle stratagem of brain 
Performed what force conld ne'er attain ; 
For he, by foul hap, havmg found 
Where thistles grew on barren ground; 
In haste he drew his weapon out. 
And having cropped them from the root. 
He clapp'd them underneath the tail 
Of steed, with pricks as sharp as nail : 
The angry beast did straight resent 
The wrong done to his fimdameiit,. 
Began to kick, and ifUng, and wince. 
As if be 'ad been beside bis sense, 
Striving to disengage front thistle. 
That gaird him sorely under his tail ; 
Instead of which, he threw the pack, 
Of Sqoire and baggage, from his back ; 
And blundering still, witli smarting rump. 
He gave the Kioight's steed such a thump 
As made him reel. The Knight did stoop> 
And sat on further side aslope. 
This Talgol viewing, who had now 
I Sy slight escaped the fatal blow, 
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He rallied, and again ftll tot ; 

For catching foe by nearer foot. 

He lifted with snch might and strength. 

As would have hurl'd him thrice his lengtli, 

And dasb'd his brains (if any) out; 

But Mars, that still protects the stoat. 

In pudding-time came to his aid, 

And under him the Bear convey'd ; 

The Bear, upon whose soft ftir-gown 

The Knight with all his weight ieU down. 

The friendly mg preservM the groondy 

And headlong*Knight, ftom bruise or wound : 

like feather-bed betwixt a wall. 

And heavy bmnt of canoon-badl. 

As Sancho on a blanket fell, 

And had no hurt, our^ iar'd asivell 

In body, though his mighty spirit, 

B'ing heavy, did not so well bear it. 

*rhe Bear was in a greater fright. 

Beat down, and worsted by the Knight ; 

He roar'd, and rag'd, and flnng about. 

To shake off bondage from his snout : 

His wrath inflamed, boiVd o'er, and from 

His jaws of death he threw the foam ; 

Fury in stranger postures threw him, 

And more than ever herald drew him ; 

He tore the earth, which he had sav'd 

From squelch of Knight, and storm'd and raVd, 

And vex'd the more, because the harms 

He felt were 'gainst the hw of arras : 

For men he always took to be 

His friends, and dogs the enemy ; 

Who never so mnch hurt had done him, 

As his own side did ftiUing on him ; 
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It giiev'd him to the guts that they, 
For whom he 'ad foi^t to many a fray^ 
And sery'd with loss of blood so long, 
Should ofibr sach inhaman wixHig ; 
Wrong of mttoldier-like condition, 
For which he flong down his commission) 
And laid abont him, till his nose 
F^om thrall of ring and cord broke ioos^ 
Soon as he felt himself enlarged, 
Thron^^ thickest of his foes he charyif d^ 
And made way through th' amaied crew ; 
Some he o*er-ran, and some o'erthrew. 
Bat took none ; for by hasty flight 
He strove to' escape parsait of Knight, 
From whom he fled with as much luiste 
And dread as he the rabble ebas'd ; 
In haste he fled, and so did they. 
Each and his fear a several way. 
Crowdero only kept the ield, 
Not stirring from the place he held 
Though beaten down, and wounded sora 
r th' Fiddle, and a leg that bore 
One side of him, not that of bone, 
But much its better, th' wooden one. 
He spymg Hndibras lie strow'd 
Upon the ground, ^e log of wood, 
Widi fiight of fall, suppoMd wound. 
And loss of urine, ta a swonnd, 
In haste he match'd the wooden timb 
That hurt i' th' ankle ky by bun, 
And fitting it for sudden fight. 
Straight drew it up, to* attack the Knight ; , 
For gettmg up on stump and buckle. 
He with the f^a bcfan to buckle. 
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Vewiug to be reveng'df forbreadr 
Of Crowd and skin, opoo the wretch. 
Sole author of all detriment 
He and his Fiddle underwent. 

But Ralpho, (who had now begun 
To' adventure resurrection 
Fnm heavy squelch, and bad got up 
Upon his legs, with sprained cmp) 
Looking about, beheld pemicion 
Approaching Knight from fell musician -, 
He snatcb'd his whinyard np^ tliat fled 
When he was falling off his steed^ 
(As rats do from a falling house)' 
To hide itself from rage of blows > 
And, wing'd with speed and Ihry, iAew 
To rescue Knight from black and blue; 
Wliich ere he could achieve, bis sconce 
The leg encounter'd twice and once ; 
And now 'twas rais'd to smite again. 
When Ralpho thrust hnnself between; 
He took the blow upon his arm, 
To shield the Knight from Ihrther harm^ 
And joining wrath with force, bestow'd 
Ota th' wooden member such a load. 
That down it fell, and vidth it bore 
Crowdero, whom it propp'd before. 
To* him the Squire right nimbly run. 
And setting conquering foot upon 
His trunk, thus spoke : ' What desperate fireniy 
Made thee (thou whelp of Sin) to fkncy^ 
Thyself, and all that coward rabble, 
To' encmmter us in battle able? 
How dorst th', I say, oppose thy Cunbip 
'Gainst arms, autbontyy-and worabip,.. 
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And Hadibras or me provoke, 
Tboogh all thy limbs were heart of oak, 
And th' other half of thee as good 
To bear oot blows an that of wood ? 
Could not the whipping-post prevail, 
With all its rhetoric, nor the gaol, 
To keep from flaying sconrge thy skiii,. 
And ankle free from iron gin ? 
Which now thoo shalt— but iirst eor €are 
Mnst see bow Hudibras does fare.' 
This said, he gently raised the Koigfat, 
And set him on his bum npright. 
To ronse him from lethargic damp. 
He tweak'd hi^ nose, with gentle thump 
Knock'd on his breast, as if 't had been 
To raise the spirits lodged witliin : 
They, waken'd with the noise, did fly 
From inward room to window eye. 
And gently opening lid, the casement, 
Look'd out, but yet with some amazement* 
This gladded Ralpho much to see. 
Who tims bespoke the Knight. Quoth he» 
UVeaking his nose, * You are, great Su*, 
A self-denying conqueror ;. 
As high, victorious, and great. 
As e*er fought for the Churches yet, 
If you will give yourself but leave 
To make out what y* already have; 
That's victory. The foe, for dread 
Of your nme-wortlimess, is fled, 
AU save Crowdero, for whose sake 
You did th' espous'd Cause undertake ; 
And he lies prisoner at your feet, 
To be dispos'd as you thmk meet^ 
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Either for life, or death, or mle. 

The gallows, or perpetwil guol ; 

For one wink of your powerful eye 

Must sentence him to Ivre or die. 

His Fiddle is your proper purchase, , 

Won in the service of the Churches ; 

And by your doom mnat be allow'd 

To be, or be no more, a Crowd : 

For though succen did not confer 

Just title on the conqueror ; 

Though dispensations were not strong 

Conclusions whether right or wrong; 

Although Out-goings did confirm. 

And Owning were but a mere term ; 

Yet as the wicked^ have no right 

To the' creature, though usarp*d by aright. 

The property is in the saint. 

From whom th' injuriously detain't ; 

Of hun they hoM their luxuries. 

Their dogs, their horses, whores, and diQe* 

Their riots, revels, masks, delights. 

Pimps, buffoons, fiddlers, parasites ; 

All which the samts have title to, 

And ought to* eqjoy, if they 'ad their Ate. 

What we take from 'em is no more 

Than what was ours by right before : 

For we are thev true hmdlords still, 

And they our tenants but at wHL' 



S0 It wtt t principle maintained by the Rebels of tbose 
dayt, that dominion to Ibonded on cnce, and therefore If a 
man granted grace, (in thdr opinion) if he vas a»t a anint-or 
a godly man, he had no right to any landa, foods, or chai- 



telt. *the Bainu (as the Sqaire tayt) had a right to all,aad 
s it, wherever they hai a power to do It/ 



might take! 
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At this the Knight began to roace> 
And by degrees grow valoroos : 
He star'd about, and seeing none 
Of all his foes remain bat one. 
He snatched ha weapon that lay near him 
And from the ground b^gaa to rear him, 
Vowing to make Crowdero pay 
For all the rest that mn awmy. 
But Ralpho now, in colder biood» 
His fury mildly thos withstood : 
* Great Sir,' quoth he, ' yoor mighty spirit 
Is rais'd too high ; this slave dow merit 
To be the hangnMoTs hnsiness, sooner 
Than fi'om your hand to have the honour 
Of his destruction y I that am 
A Nothingness ui <leed and name, 
Did scorn to hurt his forieit carcass, 
Or ill entreat his Fiddle or case : 
Will you, great Sir, that glory blot 
In cold blood, which yon gain'd in hot? 
Will you employ your conquering sword 
To break a Fiddle, and your wont? 
For though I fought and overcame. 
And quarter gave, 'twas in your name : 
For great commanders always ovm 
What* s prosperous by the soldier done. 
To save, where yon have powi* to kill, 
Argues your pow*r above your will ; 
And that your will and pow'r have less 
Than both might have of selfishness. 
This pow'r which, now iilive, with dread 
He trembles at, if he were dead 
Would no more keep the slave in awe» 
Than if you were u Knq^ht of str«w i 
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For Death wooid then be his conqueror 

Not you, and free him from that terror, 

If danger firom his life accrae, 

Or honour from his death, to yon, 

Twere policy and honour too 

To do as you resolv'd to do ; 

But, Sir, 'twould wrong your valour much, 

To say it needs, or fears a crotch. 

Great conquerors greater glory gain 

By foes m triumph led, than slain : 

The laurels that adorn their brows 

Are poll'd from living, not dead boughs, 

And living foes ; the greatest fiune 

Of cripple slain can be bat feime : 

One half of him's already slam, 

The' other is not worth your pain ; 

Th' honour can bat on one side light, 

As worship did, when y* were dubb'd Knight : 

Wherefore 1 think it better far 

To keep him prisoner of war, 

And let him hat in bonds abide. 

At court of justice to be tried ; 

Whei*e if h' appear so bold or crafty, 

There may be danger in hia safety : 

If any member there dislike 

His fhce, or to his beard have pique ; 

Or if his deaUt will save or yield 

Revenge or fright, k is reveal'd% 

^ When the Rebels had taken a prUoDer, thoagb they 
gave bim quarter, and promhed to save his life, yet if any 
of them afterwards tbenrht it not proper that he should be 
saved. It was only saying it was revealed to him that snch a 
one should die, and ttiey hanged him np, notwithstanding 
the promises before made. Dr. South observes of Harrison 
me Kegtcide,a butchar by profession, and preaching Cotoaei 
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Though he has quarter, ne'ertheless 

Y' have power to hang him when yon please ; 

Tliis has been often done by some 

Of onr great con^n'rors ; you know whom ; 

And has by most of ns been held 

Wise justice, and to some reveal'd : 

For words and promises, that yoke 

The conqueror, are quiddy broke ; 

like Samson's cufll, though by his own 

Direction and advice put on. 

For if we should fight for the Cause 

By roles of mihtary laws, 

And only do what they call JM^, 

The Qanse would quickly fidl to dost. 

This we among ourselves may speak ; 

But to the wicked or the weak 

We must be cautious to dechire 

Perfection-truths» such as these are.' 

This said, the high outrageous mettle 
Of Knight began to cool and settle. 
^e lik'd the Squire's advice, and soon 
Resolved to see the busuwss done ; 
And therefore charg'd him first to bmd 
Crowdero's hands on rump behind. 
And to its former place and use 
The wooden member to reduce, 
But force it take an oath b^ore. 
Ne'er to bear arms against him more. 

Ralpho dispatch'd with speedy haste. 
And having tied Crowdero fiist, 

in tke Ptrliameat trmy, tbat he was notable for bavinc 
killed cevcral after quarter given by others, using these words 
laTdoinc it; ' Cursed be he who doth the Vfork of the Lord 
negligently.* 
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He gave Sir Knight the end of cord, 
To lead the captive of his sword 
In trinmph, whilst the steeds he caught, 
And them to fhrther service brought 
The Squire, in state, rode on before. 
And on his nnt-brown whinyard bore ' 
The trophy-Fiddle and tlie case, 
Leaning on shoulder like a mace. 
The Knight himself did after ride* 
Leading Crowderp by his side ; 
And tow'd him, if he lagg'd behind, 
Like boat, against the tide and wind. 
Thns grave and solemn tliey march on, 
Until quite through the town they 'ad gone ; 
At further end of which there stands 
An ancient castle, that commands 
The' adjacent parts ; in all the &bric 
Yon shall not see one stone nor a brtek. 
But all of wood, by powerful spell 
Of magic made impregnable : 
Hiere's neither iron-bar nor gate, 
Portcullis, chain, nor bolt, nor grate, 
And yet men durance there abide, 
In dungeon scarce three inches wide ; 
With roof so low, that under it 
They never stand, but lie or sit ; 
And yet so foul, that whoso is in. 
Is to the middle-leg in prison ; 
In circle magical conliii'd, 
With walls of subtile air and wind, 
Which none are able to break thorough. 
Until they're freed by head of boronj^. 
Thither arriv'd, the' advQitrons Knight 
And bold Squire from their steeds alight 
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At the* outward wall, near which there standi 

A Bastile, bnilt to* impruon hancU ; 

By strange enchantment made to fetter 

The lesser parts, and free the greater: 

For though the body may creep through^ 

The hands in grate are ftat enowh : 

And when a circle *boQt the wrist 

Is made by beadle esordstt 

The body feels the spar and switch^ 

As if 'twere ridden post by witch, 

At twenty males an hoar pace, 

And yet ne'er stirs out of the place. 

On top of this there is a spire, 

On which Sir Knight first bids the Sqnire 

The Fiddle, and its spoils, the ease. 

In manner of a trophy place. 

That done, th^ ope the trap-door gate. 

And let Crowdero down thereat ; 

Crowdero making dolefel fece, 

like hermit poor in pensive pUwe, 

To dungeon they the wretch commit^ 

And the sunrivor of his feet ; 

Bat tiie' other that had broke the peace, 

And head of Knighthood, they release, 

Though a delioqaent felse and feiged. 

Yet b'mg a stranger, he's enlarged. 

While his comrade, that did no hut, 

b dapp'd up fest in prison for't : 

So Justice, while she Winks at crimei, 

Stumbles on innocence sometimes. 
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PART L CANTO III. 



THE ilRGUMENT. v 

Tbe scattered ront retoni and rally, 
fiurromidthe place; tbe Knight does sally, 
And Is made prisoner; then tbey seize 
Tbe' tncbanted fort by storm, release 
Crowdero, and pat tbe Squire in's place; 
i sbonld have first said Hndibras. 



Ay me ! what perils do environ 
The man that meddles with cold iron P 
What plagny misGhieft and mishaps 
Do dog faim still with after-claps? 
For though Dame Fortnne seem to smile. 
And leer upon him, for a while, 
She'll after show him, in the nick 
Of all his glories, a dog-trick. 
Hiis any man may smg or say 
r th' ditty call'd, * What if a Day? 
For Hudibras, who thought he 'ad won 
The field, as certain as a gnn, 
And having routed the whole troop, 
With victory was cock-a-hoop. 
Thinking he 'ad done enough to purchase 
Thanksgiving-day among the Chnrches, 
Wherein his mettle and brave worth 
Might be explained by holder-forth^> 
And registered by fame eternal. 
In dea&less pages of Diurnal, 
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Found in few minate8» to hift cos)t, 
* He did bnt count without his host. 
And that a turnstile is moi-e certain 
Than, in events of war, Dame Fortune. 

For now the late faint-hearted rout, 
O'erthrown and scatter'd round about, 
Chas'd by the horror of their fear, 
From bioody fray of Knight and Bear, 
{A\\ but the Dogs, who in pursuit 
Of the Knight's victory stood to't. 
And most ignobly fought to get 
The honour of his blood mid sweat) 
Seeing the coast was free and clear 
O' the conquer'd and the conqueror. 
Took heart again, and fac'd about, 
As if they meant to stand it out : 
For by this time the routed Bear, 
Attacked by th' enemy i' th' rear. 
Finding their number grew too great 
For him to make a safe reireat, 
like a bold chieft9in &c'd about; 
But wisely doubting lo. hold out, 
<5ave wjiy to fortune, and with haste 
Fac'd the proud foe, and ded, and fiic'd, 
Retiring still, until he found 
jl;Ie 'ad got tli' advantage of the ground. 
And then as valiantly made head 
To check the foe, and forthwith fled, 
leaving no art uqtried, nor trick 
Of warrior stout and politic, 
Uutil, m spite of hot pursuit. 
He gain*d a pass, to hold dispute 
On better terms, and stop the course 
Of the proud foe. With all his force 

VOL. I. , G 

Digitized by Google 



82 HVDIBRAS. Parti. 

He bravely cbarg'd, and for a while 

Forc'd their whole body to recoil -, 

But still their numbers so increased. 

He found himself at length oppress'd. 

And all evasions so nncertain. 

To save himself for better fortune, 

That he resolv'd, rather tlian yield, 

To die with honour in the field, 

And sell his hide and carcass at 

A price as high and desperate 

As e'er he could. This nuolution 

He forthwith put in execution, 

And bravely threw himself among 

The enemy, i* th' greatest throng ; 

But what could single valour do, 

Against so numerous a foe ? 

Yet much he did, indeed too much 

To be believed, where th' odds were such ; 

But one against a multitude. 

Is more than mortal can make good : * 

For while one party he oppos'd, 

His rear was suddenly inclos*d, 

And no room left him for retreat, 

Or fight against a foe so great. 

For now the Mastives, chaiiging home, 

To blows and handy-gripes were come ; 

While manfully hunself he bore,' 

And setting his right foot before. 

He rais'd himself to show how tall 

His person was above them all. 

This equal shame and envy stirr'd 

In the' enemy, that one should beard 

So many warriors, and so stout, 

\s he had done, and. staVd it out. 
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Disdaining to lay down his arms, 
And yield on honoarable terms. 
Enraged tbos, some in the rear 
Attack'd him, and some every where, 
TiU down he feU; yet fiOiing fooght, 
And, being down, still laid about ; 
As M^ddrington % in dolefni dumps, 
Is said to fight upon his stumps. 

But all, alas I had been in vain, 
ilnd he inevitably slain, 
If Tkmlla' and Cerdon in the nick 
To rescue him had not been quick : 
For Tmlla, .who was light of foot, 
As shafts which long-field Fartluans shoot, 
(But not so light as to be borne 
UpQD the ears of standing com, 
Or trip it o'er the water quicker 
Than witches, when their staves they liquor, 
As some report) was got among 
The foremost of the martial throng; 
There pitying the vanquish'd Bear, 
She caird to Cerdon, who stood near. 
Viewing the bloody fi^t ; to whom, 
< Shall we (quoth she) stand stiU hum drwth 
And see stout Bruin, all alone, 
By numbers basely overthrown? 
Such feats already he 'as achieved. 
In story not to be Jieliev'd, 
And 'twould to us be shame enough, 
JSot to attempt to fetch him ofil' 
* I would (qnoth he) venture a limb 
To secoift thee, and i 
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But then we must about it straiglity 

Or else our aid will come too late ; 

Quarter he scorns, he is so stout, 

And therefore cannot Jong hold ont.' 

This said, they wav'd their weapons round 

About their heads to clear the ground, 

And joining forces, laid about 

So fiercely, tliat the' amased rout 

Tum'd tail again, and straight begun, 

As if the devil drove, to run. 

Meanwhile they' approached the place where Brnio 

Was now engaged to mortal ruin : 

The conquering foe they soon assatf'd, 

First Trnlla stov'd, and Cordon tail'd, 

Until their Mastives loos*d their hold : 

And yet, alas ! do what they eouid, 

The worsted Bear came off with store 

Of bloody wounds, but alt before: 

For as Achilles, dipt in pond, 

Was anabaptii'd free from wound, 

Made proof against dead-doing 9teel 

All over, but the Pagan heel ; 

So did our champion's arms defend 

All of him but the other end. 

His head and ears, which in the martial' 

Encounter lost a leatheni parcel : 

For as an Austrian archduke once 

Had one ear (which in dncatoons 

Is half the coin) in battle par'd 

Close to his head, so Bruin fer'd ; 

But tugg'd and puli'd on tV>tber side, 

Like scrivener newly crucified : 

Or like the late-corrected leathern 

Ears of the circumcised bretbteiK 
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But gentle Tralla into the' ring 
He wore in's nose convey'd a string. 
With which she march'd before, and led 
'Vhe warrior to a grassy bed. 
As anthors write, in a cool shade, 
Which eglantine and roses made ; 
Close by a softly-mnrmuring stream* 
Where lovers ns'd to loil and dream : 
There leaving him to his repose, 
Secnr^ from pursuit of foes. 
And wanting nothing but a song, 
And a well-tan'd theorbo hong 
Upon a boogb, to ease the pain 
His tngg'd ears suffered, with a strain 
They both drew up, to march in quest 
Of his great leader and the rest 

For Orstn (who was more renown'd 
For stout maintaining of his ground, 
In standing fight, than for pursuit, 
As being not so quick of foot) 
Was not long able to keep pace 
With' others that pnrsued the chase, 
But found himself left iar behind. 
Both out of heart and out of wind ; 
Oriev'd to behold his Bear pnrsued 
So basely by a multitude. 
And like to fall, not by the prowess, 
Bnt onmbers, of his coward foes. 
He rag'd, and kept as heavy a coil as 
Stont Hercules for loss of Hylas ; 
Forcing the vallies to repeat 
The accents of hia sad regret : 
He beat his breast, and tore his hair^ 
For loss of his dear crony Bear, 
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That Echo, from the hollow ground^ 
His dolefiil wailings did resound 
More wistfully, by many times, 
Than in small poets splay-foot rhymes, 
That makes her, in their mtbfiil stories, 
To answer to int'rogatories, 
And most unconscionably depose 
To things of which she nothing knows ; 
And when she has said all she can say, 
'Tis wrested to the lover's fancy. 
Quoth he, < O whitlier, wicked Bruin, 
Art thoti fled? to my'— Echo, * Ruin.' 
' I thought th' hadst scom'd to budge a step 
For fear.' Quoth Echo, * Marry gnep.' 
' Am not I here to take thy part? 
Then what has quail'd thy stubborn heart? 
Have these bones rattled, and this head 
So often in thy quairel bled P 
Nor did I ever winch or grudge it 
For thy dear sake.' Quoth she, * Mum budget.' 
' Think'st thou 'twill not be laid i' th' dish 
Thou tum'dst thy back?' Quoth Echo, < Pish.' 
* To run from those th* hadst overcome 
Thus cowardly?* Quoth Echo, * Mum.* 
' But what a vengeance makes thee fly 
Prom roe too, as thine enemy? 
Or, if thou hast no thought of me. 
Nor what I have endur'd for thee. 
Yet shame and honour might prevail 
To keep thee thus from turning tail : 
For who would grutch to spend his blood in 
His honour*s cause?* Quoth she, ' a Pudding. 
This said, his grief to anger tnm*d, 
hich in his manly stomach bum'd ; 
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Thint of revenge, -and wrath, in place 
Of sorrow, now began to blaze. 
He vow'd the authors ef his woe 
Should equal rengeance undergo, 
And with their bones and flesh pay dear 
For what he suffered, and his Bear. 
This being resolv'd, with equal speed 
And rage he hasted to proceed 
To action straight, and giving o'er 
To search far Bruin any more, 
He went in quest of Hodibras, 
To find him out wherever he was ; 
And* if he were above ground, vow*d 
He'd ferret him, lurk where he would. 

But scarce had be a furlong on 
This resolute adventure gone, 
When he encountered with that crew 
Whom Hndibras did bite subdue. 
Honour, revenge, contempt, and shame. 
Did equally their breasts inflame. 
*Mong these the tierce Magnano was, 
And Talgol, foe to Hndibras ; 
Cordon and Colon, warriors stout, 
And resolute, as ever fought ; 
Whom furious Orsin thus bespoke : 

* Shall we,' quoth he, < thus basely brook 
The vile affront that paltry ass. 
And feeble scoundrel, Hudibras, 
With that more paltry ragamufiin, 
Ralpho, witli vapouring and huffing. 
Have put upon us, like tame cattle, 
As if til' had routed us in battle? 
For my part, it shall ne'er be said, 
I for the washing gave my head : 
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Nor did I turn my l>ack for few 
O' th* rascals, bat loss of my Bear, 
Whicli now I'm like to imdein^t 
For whether these fell voimc^, or no^ 
He has received in fight, are mortal, 
l» more than all my skill earl Ibretel ; 
Nor do I know what is become 
Of him, more than the Pope of Rome ; 
But if I can but find them oitt 
That caus'd it (as I shall no doubt, 
Where'er th' in hogger-mogger lark) 
PU make them me therr handy-work. 
And wish tliat they had rather dar'd 
To pull the devil by the beard.' 

Quoth Cerdon, ^ Noble Oi^ th' haM- 
Great reason to do as thou say'st. 
And so has every body here, 
As well as thou hast, or thy Bear: 
Otiiers may dtyas they see good ; 
But if this twig be made of woodr 
That will hold tack^ Pll make the fur 
Fly 'bout the ears of that old cur, 
And the' other mungrel yemihi, Ralph, 
That brav'd us all in liis behalf. 
Thy Bear is safe, and out of peril, 
Thou^ lii^g'd indeed, and wounded vtf HI ; 
Myself and Trulla made a shift 
To help him out at a dead lift; 
And having brought him bravely off. 
Have left him where he's safe enongh : 
There let him rest ; for if we stay, 
The slaves may hap to get away.' 

TTib said, they all engag'd to join- 
Theu* forces in the same design> 
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And forthwith pot themselves in search 
Of Hodibras npon their march : 
Where leave we them a while, to tell 
What the victoriotis Knight hefel ; 
For such, Crowdero being iast 
In doDgeon shot, we left him last. 
Triumphant hinrels seem'd to grow 
No where so green as on his brow, 
Laden with which, as well as tir'd 
With conqaering toil, -he now retir'd 
Unto a neigbboaring castle by, 
To rest his body, and apply 
Fit med'cines to each gloriona bruise 
He got in fight, reds, blacks, and blues ; 
To mollify the' uneasy pang 
Of every honourable bang. 
Which bing by skiKlil midwife drest, 
Me laid him down to take his rest. 
Bnt all in vain : he 'ad got a hurt 
O' th' inside, of a deadlier sort, 
By Cnpid made, who took his stand 
Upon a widow's jointure land, 
(For be, in all his amorous battles, 
No 'dvantage finds like goods and chatties) 
Drew home his bow, and, aiming right, 
Let ily ao arrow at the Rnight ; 
The shaft against a rib did glance. 
And gall him in the* purteiiance : 
But time had somewhat 'iswag'd his pain, 
After he found his suit in vain : 
For that proud dame, for whom his soul 
Was burnt in's belly like a coal, 
(That belly that so oft did ache, 
And suffer griping for her sake» 
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Till pnrging comfits, and ants' eggs 

Had almost brought him off his leg») 

Us'd him so like a base rascallioD, 

That old Pyg — (what d* y' call him) malton, 

That cut his mistress out of stone. 

Had not so hard a hearted one. 

She had a thousand jadish tricks, 

Worse than a mnle that flings and kicks ; 

'Mong which one croas-grain*d freak she had. 

As insolent as strange, and mad ; 

She could love none but only such 

As scom'd and hated her as much. 

'Twas a strange riddle of a lady ; 

Not love, if any iov'd her: bey day! 

So cowards never use their might, 

But against such as will not fight. 

So some diseases have been found 

Only to seize upon the sound. 

He that gets her by heart, must say her 

The back way, like a witch's prayer. 

Meanwhile the Knight had no small task 

To compass what he durst not ask : 

He loves, but dares not make the motion ; 

Her ignorance is his devotion : 

Like caitiff vile, that for misdeed 

Rides with his fkce to rump of steed ; 

Or rowing scull, he's fiiin to love, , 

Look one way, and another move ; 

Or like a tumbler that does play 

His game, and looks another way, 

Until he seize upon the coney ; 

Just so does he by matrimony. 

But all in vain ; her subtle snout 

Did quickly wind his meaning out; 
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Which she retoni'd with too much scoro> 

To be by man of honour borne -, 

Yet much he bore, until the diatreas 

He safler'd from his spightiul mtstre«i 

Did stir his stomach, and the pain 

He had endnr*d from her disdain, 

Tam'd to regret so resolute, 

That he resolv'd to wave liis suit. 

And either to renounce her quite, 

Or for a while play least in sight. 

This resolution b*ing put on, 

He kept some montln, and more had done» 

But being brought so nigh by Fate, 

The victory he achieved so late 

Did set his thoughts agog, and ope 

A door to discontinued hope. 

That seem'd to promise he might win 

His dame too, now his hand was in ; 

And that his valour, and the honour 

He 'ad newly gained, might work upon her : 

These reasons made his mouth to water 

With amorous longings to be at her. 

Quoth he, unto himself, * Who knows 

But this brave conquest o'er my foes 

May reach her heart, and make that stoop. 

As I but now have forc'd the troop? 

If nothing can oppugn love, ^ 

And virtne invions ways can prove. 

What may not he confide to do 

That brings both love and virtue too? 

But thou bring'st valour, too, and wit» 

Two things that seldom fail to bit. 

Valour's a mouse-trap, wit a gin, 

Wbh^h women oft are taken in ; 
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Then, Hadibras, vhy shooldst thoo fear 

To be, that art a conqneror? 

Fortune the' audacious doth jware, 

But lets the timidons miscarry : 

Then while the honour thou hast got 

Is spick-and-span new, piping hot, 

Strike her up bravely thou iiadst best, 

And trust thy fortune with the rest.' 

Such thoughts as these the Knight did keep, 

More than his bangs or fleas, from sleep ; 

And as an owl that in a barn 

Sees a mouse creeping in the com. 

Sits still, and shuts his round blue eyes,' 

As if he slept, until he spies 

The little beast within his reach, 

Then starts, and seizes on the wretch ; 

So from his couch the Knight did start, 

To seize upon the widow's heart, 

Crying, with hasty tone, and hoarse, 

' Ralpho, dispatch, to horse! to horse t* 

And 'twas but time; for now the rout, 

We left engag'd to seek him out, 

By speedy marches were advanc'd 

Up to the fort where be ensconced, 

And all th' avenues had possest, 

About the place, fiom east to west 

That done, a while they made a halt 
To view the ground, and where t' assault : 
Then call'd a council, which was best, 
By siege or onslaught, to invest 
The enemy ; and 'twas agreed 
By storm and onslaught to proceed. 
This b'ing resolv'd, in comely sort 
They now drew up to attack the fort ; 
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When Hodibras, about to enter 
Upon anothergates adventure, 
To Ralpho caU'd aloud to arm, 
Not dreaming of approaching storm. 
Whether Dame Fortune, or the care 
Of angel bad, or tutelar, 
Did ami, or thrust him on a danger^ 
To which he was an utter stranger. 
That foresight might, or might not, blot 
The glory he had newly got ; 
Or to his shame it might be said, 
They took bun napping in his bed, 
To them we leave it to expound. 
That deal in sciences profound. 

His courser scarce he had bestrid, 
And Ralpho tliat on which be rid, 
When setting ope the postern gate, 
Which they thought best to sally at, 
The foe appeared, drawn up and drUl'd, 
Ready to charge tliem in the field. 
This somewhat startled the bold Knight, 
Snrpris'd with the' unexpected sight: 
The bruises of his bones and fiesh 
He thoDght began to smart a&esh; 
Till re-collecting wonted coimige, ' 
His fear was soon converted to rage. 
And thus he spoke : < Hie coward foe, 
Whom we but now gave quarter to, 
Look, yond^'s rallied, and appears 
As if they had outrun Uieu- fean; 
The glory we did lately get, 
The Fates command us to repeat ; 
And to their wills; we must succumb, 
^noom^e trakuni, 'tis oiii: 4i^omf ^ 
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This is the same numeric crew 

Wliich we so lately did subdue ; 

The self-same iudividnab that 

Did run, as mice do from a cat. 

When we courageously did wield 

Our martial weapons in the field, 

To tug for victory : and when 

We shall our shining blades again 

Brandish in terror o*er our heads, 

They'll straight resume their wonted dreads. 

Fear is an ague, that forsakes 

And haunts, by fits, those whom it takes ; 

And they'll opine they feel the pain 

And blows they felt to-day again. 

Then let us boldly charge them home, 

And make no doubt to overcome.' 

This said, his courage to inflame, 
He call'd upon his mistress' name. 
His pistol next he cock'd a-new, 
And out his nut-brovm whinyard drew ; 
And phidng Ralpho in the front, 
Reserv'd himself to bear the brunt, 
As ejcpert warriors use ; then pUed, 
With iron heel, his courser's side. 
Conveying sympathetic speed 
From heel of Knight to heel of steed. 

Meanwhile the foef with equal rage 
And speed, advancmg to engage, 
Both parties now were drawn so close, 
Ahnost to come to handy-blows. 
When Orsin first let fly a stone 
At Ralpho ; not sohnge a one 
As that which Diomed did maul 
iEneas on the bum withal; 

Digitized by Google 



ContO 3. BDDIBRAS. 95 

Yet big enongh, if rightly fanrl'd^ 

To have sent him to another world, 

Whether above ground, or below. 

Which saints twice dipt are destin'd to. 

The danger startled tiie bold Sqoire, 

And made him some few steps retire ; 

Bot Hadibras advanced to's aid, 

And rous'd his spirits half dismay'd: 

He wisely doubting lest the shot 

Of the* enemy, now growing hot, 

Mif^t at a distance gali, press'd close, 

To come peU-mell to handy-blows, 

And that he might their aim decline, 

Advanced still in an oblique line ; 

But prudently forebore to nre, 

TiU breast to breast he had got nigher; 

As expert warriors use to do, 

When hand to hand they charge their foe. 

This order the adventrous Knight, 

Most soldier-like, observ'd in fight, 

When Fortune (as she*s wont) tum'd fickle, 

And for the ibe began to stickle. 

The more shame for her goodyship 

To give so near a friend 8ie slip. 

For Colon, choosing out a stone, 

Levelled so right, it thumped upon 

His manly paunch with such a force, 

As almost beat him off his horse. 

He loos'd his whinyard, and the rein, 

But layoDg iast hold on the mane, 

Freserv'd his seat : and as a goose 

In death contracts his talons close, 

So did the Knight, and with one daw 

The tri^er of his pistol draw. 
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Tlie gnn went off; and as it was 

Still fatal to stoat HiidibraSy 

In all his feats of arms, when least 

He dreamt of it, to prosper best, 

So now be far'd : the shot, let fly 

At random 'mong the enemy, 

Pierc'd Talgol's gaberdine, and grazing 

Upon his shoulder, in the passing, 

Lodg'd in Magnano's brass habergeon, 

Who straight, * A sargeon' ciied, ' A soi|(eon ;' 

He tumbled down, and, as he fell, . 

Did, ' Murder, murder, murder,' yell. 

This startled their whole body so, 

That if the Knight had not let go 

His arms, but been in warlike plif^t. 

He 'ad won (the second time) the fight; 

As, if the Squire had but fall'n on, 

He had inevitably done. 

But he, diverted with the care 

Of Hudibras's hurt, forbare 

To press the' ad vantage. of his fortune* 

While danger did the rest dishearten. 

For he with Cerdon b'ing engaged 

In close encounter, they both wag'd 

The fight so well, 'twas bard to say 

Which side was like to get the day. 

And now the busy work of Death 

Had tir'd them so, they 'greed to breathe. 

Preparing to renew the fight, 

When the disaster of the Knight, 

And the* other party, did divert 

Their fell intent, and forc'd them part 

Ralpho press'd op to Hudibras, 

And Cerdon where Magnano was, 
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Each striFing to coDfirm his party 

With stoat encouragements and hearty. 
Qaoth Raiphoy < Conrage, valiant Sir, 

And let revenge and honour stir 

Yonr spirits np ; once more fall on, 

Tlie shattered foe begins to run : 

For if but half so well you knew 

To use your victory as subdue, 

Th^ durst not, after such a blow 

As you have given them, ftce us now ; 

But from so formidable a soldier 

Had fled like crows when they smell powder. 

Thrice have they seen your sword aloft 

WaVd o'er their heads, and fled as oft • 

But if yon let them re-coUect ' 

Their spirits, now dismay'd and chcckt. 

You'll have a harder game to play, 

Than yet ye *ave had, to get the day.' 
Thus spoke the stout Squire, but was heard 

By Hodibras with small regard. 

His thoughts were fuller of the bang 
He lately took, than Ralph's harangue • 
To which he answer'd, * Cmel Pate 
Tdls me thy counsel comes too late. 
The knotted blood within my hose. 
That from my wounded body flows, 
With mortal crisis doth portend 
My days to appropinqne an end. 
I am for action now unfit. 
Either of fortitude or wit. 
Fortone, my foe, begins to frown, 
Resolv'd to pan my stomach down. 
I am not apt upon a wound, 
Or trivial basting, to despond ; 

Vol. I. H 
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Yet rd be loth my days to curtittl ; 

For if I thought my wounds not mortal. 

Or that we *ad lime eoongb aa yet 

To make an hononraWe retreat, 

'Twere the best course; but if tiiey find 

We Ay, and leave our arm* behind. 

For them to seise on, the dishonour^ 

And danger too, is such, I'll sooner 

Stand to it boldly and take quarter. 

To let them see I am no starter. 

>n all the trade of war no feat 

la nobler tban a brave retreat: 

For these that run away, and fly. 

Take place at least o* the' enemy.' 
Tbbtsaid, the Squire, with active speed. 

Dismounted from his bony steed. 

To seiae the arms which, by mischance. 
Fell from the bold Knight in a trance 5 
These being found out; and restor'd 
To Hudibras, their nat'ral lord, 
As a man may say, with might and main 
He hasted to get up again. 
Thrice he essay'd to mwuit aloi^ 
But, by his weighty bum, as oft 
He was pull'd back, till having foond 
The' advantage of the rising ground, 
Thither be led liis warlike steed, 
And having plac'd him right, witli »pee4 
Prepar'd again to scale the beast; 
When Orsin, who had newly drest 
llie bloody scar upon the shoulder 
Of Talgol with Promethean powder, 
And now was searching for the shot 
That laid Magnano on the spot. 
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Beheld the sturdy Sqirire aforesaid, 
PrefHiring to climb op hia horee-iide ; 
He left his cnra, and laying hold 
Upon his arms, with conrage bold 
Cried oat, * Tb now no time to dally, 
Itie enemy begin to rally ; 
Let OS that are unhnrt and whole 
Fall on, and happy man be*s dole.* 
This said, like to a thnnderbolt 
He flew with ftiry to the' assault, 
Striving the* enemy to attack 
Before he reached his horse's back. 
Ralpho was mounted now, and gotten 
O'erthwart his beast witli active vau'tiog, 
Wriggling his body to recover 
His seat, and cast his right leg over; 
When Orsin, rushing in, bestow'd 
On horse and man so heavy a load. 
The beast was startled, and begun 
To kick and fling Kke mad, and run. 
Bearing the tough Squire tike a sack, 
Or stout King Richard, on his back ; 
Tin stumbling, he threw him down,. 
Sore bruis'd, and cast into a swoon. 
Meanwiifle the Knight began to rouse 
The sparkhis of his woot<4 prowess: 
He thrust his hand into bis hose. 
And found,, both by his eyes and nose, 
'Twas only choler, and not blood. 
That firom hit wounded body flow'd. 
This with the haiard of the Squire, 
Inflam'd him with despiteful ire ; 
Courageously be &c'd about, 
* And drew his other, pistol out ; 
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And now had half way bent the cock, 
When Ceidon gave so fierce a shock, 
With sturdy truncheon, thwart his arm, 
That down it fell, and did no harm ; 
Then stoutly pressing on with speed, 
Assayed to pull him off his steed. 
The Knight his sword had only left, 
With which he Cerdon's head had cleft, 
Or at the least crop*d off a limb, 
But Orsin came, and rescued him. 
He with his lance attack'd the Knight 
Upon his quarters opposite: 
But as a bark, that in foul weatlier, 
Toss'd by two adverse winds together, 
Is bruis'd and beaten to and fro, 
And knows not which to turn him to^, 
So fer'd the Knight between two foes. 
And knew not which of them to' opp ' 
Till Orsin, chai-ging witli hi6 lance 
At Hudibras, by spitefiil chance 
Hit Cerdon such a bang, as stunn'd^ 
And laid him flat upon the ground. 
At this the Knight began to cheer up^ 
And, raising up himself on stirrup, 
Cry'd out, * Victoria! lie thou, there, 
And I shall straight dispatch another 
To bear thee company in death; 
But first rilhalt a while, and brteathe ;*— 
As well he might ; for Orsin, griev'd 
At the' wound that Cerdon hid received, 
Ran to relieve him with his lore. 
And cure the hurj: he gave before. 
Meanwhile the Knight had wheel'd about 
To breathe himself; and next find out 
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The* advantage of the ground, where best 

He might the ruffled foe infest. 

This b*ing resolv'd be sporr'd his steed, 

To nm at Onsin with full speedy 

While he was busy in the care 

Of Cerdon's wound, and unaware ; 

But he was quick, and had already 

Unto. the part applied remedy; 

And seeing the' enemy prepared, 

Drew up, and stood upon his gnard: 

Then like a warrior right expert 

And skilful in the martial art. 

The subtle Knight straii^t made a halt. 

And jndg'd it best to stay the' assault^ 

Until be had relieved the Squire, 

And then (in order) to retire -, 

Or, as occasion should invite, 

With forces join'd renew the fight. 

Ralpho, by this time dlsentranc'd. 

Upon his bum himself advanc'd. 

Though sorely bmis'd ; his limbs all o'er 

With ruthless hangs were stiff and soro : 

Right lain he would have got upon 

His feet agam, to get him gone. 

When HndibiBs to aid him came. 

Quoth he, (and call'd him by his name) 
* Courage, the day at length is ours, 
And we once more, as conquerors. 
Have both the field and honour won ; 
The foe is profligate and run : 
I mean all such as can, for some 
This hand hath sent to their long home ; 
And some lie sprawling on the ground. 
With many a gash and bloody wound. 
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Caesar Limself xonld never say 

He got two victories in a day 

As I have done, that can say, twice I 

In one day veto, vidi, vicu 

The foe's so nameroiis, that we 

Cannot so often vtjicnv, 

As they perirtt and yet enow 

Be left to stnlie an after-Mow ; 

Then lest they rally, and once more 

Put ns to fight the business o'er, 

Get up, and mount thy steed ; dispatch, 

And let us both their motions watch.' 

Quoth Ralph, < I shotdd not, if I were 

In case for action, now be here ; 

Nor have I tum'd my back, oi'bang'd 

An arse, for fear of being bang'd. 

It was for you I got these harms, 

Advent'ring to fetch off yom'arms. 

The blows and drubs I have receiv'd, 

Have bruised my bddy, and beresv'd 

My limbs of strength : unless yon «tM»p, 

And reach your hands to pall me' up, 

I shall lie here, and be a prey 

To those who now are ran away.' 

< lliat thou Shalt not,' qooth Hudibras ; 
* We read, the Ancients held it was 
More honourable far unan 
Ctoem, than slay an adversary ; 
The one we oft to-day have done, 
The other shall dispatch anon: 
And though tb' art of a different church, 
I will not leave thee in the Inreh. 
This said he jogg'd his good steed ntgher. 
And steer'd him gently towards the 8qnire, 
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^lien bowing down his body, stretch'4 
His band out, and at Ralpho reacird.; 
When Trulla, whom he did not mind) 
Oharjg'd him like lightening behind, 
fihe had been long in search about 
Magnano's wound, to find it mit. 
But coiild find none, nor where the shot 
That had so startled him was got : 
But having fonnd the worst was past, 
^he fell to her own work at last, 
The pillage of the prisoners, 
AVhich in all feats of arms was her*s ; 
And now to plunder Ralph she fiew, 
When Hudibras his hard fate drew 
To snccoor liim ; for as he bow'd 

To help bira op, she laid k load 

Of blows SA heavy, atni pEac'd so well, 

On t' other «de, that'ddwh he fell. 

-* Yield, scoundrel base, (quoth she) or die; 

Thy life is mine, and liberty; 

But if thou tbink'st I took thee tardy, 

And dar'st presnme to be so hardy 

To try thy fortune o'er a-fi-esh, 

111 wave my title to thy fksb, 

Thy armS) and baggage, now my right, 

And if thon hast the heart to try't, 

im lend thee back thyself a while, 

And once more, for that 'carcass vile, 

Fight upon tick.'--Qaoth Hudibras, 

* Thou ofi'er'st nobly, valiant lass, 

And I shall take thee at thy word. 

first let nie ris6 and take my sword ; 

That sword which has so oft this day 

Through squadrons of my foes made way, 
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And some to other worlds dispateht| 
Nuw with a feeble spinster matcfaty 
Will blush, with blood ignoble stained, 
By which no honour's to be gaui'd : 
But if tbou'lt take m' advice in this. 
Consider, whilst thou ma/st, what 'tis 
To intemipt a victor's conrse, 
B' opposing such a trivial force : 
For if with conquest I come off, 
(And that I shall do sure enough) 
Quarter thou canst not have, nor grace 
By law of arms, in such a case ; 
Both which I now do offer freely.' 
< I scorn,' quotli she, *• thou coxcomb filly, 
CClapping her hand upon her breech, 
To show how much she piiz'd his speech) 
Quarter or counsel from a foe ^ . 
If thou canst force me to it, do : 
But lest it should again be said, 
When I have once more won thy head, 
I took thee napping unprepared, 
Arm, and betake thee to thy gmird.' 

This said, she to her tackle fell. 
And on the Knight let &11 a peal 
Of blows so fierce, and press'd so home. 
That he retir'd, and tbllow'd's bum. 
* Stand to't,' qnoth she, < or yield to mercy j 
It is not fighting arsie-verne 
iShall serve thy turn/— This stirr'd his spleen 
More than the danger he was in, 
The blows he felt, or was to feel, 
Altliough they' already made him reel ; 
Honour, despight, revenge, and shame, 
At once into his stomach came -, 
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Which fir'd it so, he rais'd liis arm 

Above his head, and rained a storm 

Of blows so terrible and thick. 

As if he meant to hash her qnick : 

But she upon her trmicheon took theiriy 

And by obliqne diversion broke them. 

Waiting an opportunity 

To pay all back with usary, 

Which long she &il'd not of; for now 

The Knight with one dead-doing blow 

Resolving to decide the fight. 

And she with quick and cunning sleight 

Avoiding it, the force and weight 

He charged upon it was so great, 

As almost sway'd him to the ground : 

No sooner she the' advantage found, 

But in she flew ; and seconding, 

With home-made thrust, the heavy swing. 

She laid hun flat upon his side, 

And mounting on his trunk a-stride, 

Quoth she-, < I told thee what would come 

Of all thy vapouring, base scum ! 

Say, will the law of arms allow 

I may have grace and quarter now? 

Or wilt tliou rather break thy word, 

And stain thine h<moor, than thy sword? 

A man of war to damn his soul, 

In basely breaking his parole; 

And when before the fight, th' had*8t vow'd 

To give no quarter in cold blood ; 

Now thou hast got me for a Tartar, 

To make m' against my will take quarter. 

Why dost not put me to the sword. 

But cowardly fly from thy word?' 

Digitized by Google 



t06 HCDIBRAS. Pmi 1. 

Quoth Hudibras, * The day's thine own; 
Thou and thy stars have cast me down : 
My laurels are transplanted now, 
And flourish on thy conquering brow: 
My loss of honour's great enough, 
Thou needst not brand it with a scoff: 
Sarcasms may eclipse thine own, 
But caiuiot blur my lost renown : 
I am not now in Fortune's power, 
He that is down can faXi no lower. 
The ancient heroes were iUnstr'ous 
For being benign, and not blustrous 
Agamst a vanquish'd foe : their swords 

Were sharp and trenchant, not their words ; 
And did in fight but cut work out 
To' employ their coortesiet about.' 

Quoth she, < Although thou hast deserv'd, 

Base SlnbberdegalUonl to becerr'd 

As thou didst vow to deal with me, 

If thou hadst got the victory, 

Yet I shaU rather act a part 

That suits my ftocy than thy desert. 

Thy arms, thy libeiiyy beside 

All thafs on the' outside of thy hide, 

Are mine by military law, v 

Of which I will not bate one straw ; 

The rest, thy life and limbs, once more. 

Though doubly forfeit, I restore.' 
Quoth Hadibras, < It is too late 

For me to treat or stipulate ; 

What .thou commfind'st I must obey; 

Yet those Whom .1 ex|>ung'd to^ay 

Of thine own party, I let go, 

And gave tliem life and freedom too, 
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Both Dog8 and Bear, upon their parole^ 
Wlioni I took prisoneri in this quarrel.' 
Qnoth Tmlla, < Whettier thou or they 
Let one another ran away, 
Coocems not ne ; bat fvas't not thoo 
That gave Crowdero qoarter too ? 
Crowdero whom, in irons bound, 
Tfaoa basely threw 'st into Lob's poond, 
Where still he lies, and with regret 
Hb generous bowels rage and fret. 
But now thy carcass shall redeem, 
And serve to be exchang'd for him.' 

This said, the Knight did straight submit 
And laid his weapons at her feet. 
Next he disrob'd his gabardme. 
And with it did himself resign. 
She took it, and forthwith divesting 
The mantle that she wore, said jesHug, 
' Take that, and wear it for my sake;'—' 
Then threw it o'er his sturdy back. 

And as the French, we conquer'd once, 
Now give us laws for pantaloous, 

The length of breeches, and the gathers 

Port-cannons, periwigs and feathers ; 

Just so the proud insulting hiss 

Array'd and dighted Hndibras. 
Meanwhile the other champions, yeitt 

In hurry of the tight disperst, 

Arriv'd, when TruUa won the day, 

To share i' th' honour and the prey, 

And out of Hudibras his hide 

With vengeance to be satisfied ; 

Which now they were about to pour 

Upon him in a wooden shower. 
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But Tralla thrnst herself between, 

And striding o*er bis back again, 

She brandish't o*er her head his sword, 

And vow'd they should not break her word ; 

She 'ad giv'n him quarter, and her blood, 

Or theirs, should make that quarter good : 

For she was bound, by law of arms, 

To see him safe from furtlier harms. 

In dungeon deep Crowdero, cast 

By Hndibras, as yet lay fast, 

Where, to the hard and ruthless stones, 

His great heart made perpetual moans ; 

Him she resoW'd that Hndibras 

Should ransom, and supply his place. 

Thus stopp'd their fury, and the basting 
Which towards Hudibras was hasting, 
They thought it was but just and right 
That wha^ she had achieved in fight 
She should dbpose of how she pleas'd ; 
C|-owdero ought to be released: 
Nor could that any way be done 
So well as this she pitch'd upon : 
For who a better could imagine? 
This therefore they resolv'd t* ingage ui. 
The Knight and Squire first they made 
Rise from the ground where they were laid, 
Then mounted both upon their horses, 
But with their faces to the arses. 
Orsin led Hudibras*s beast. 
And Talgol that which Ralpho prest ; 
Whom stout Magnano, valiant Cerdon, 
And Colon, waited as a guai-d on ; 
All ushering IVnlla in the rear. 
With the' arms of either prisoner. 
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In this proad order and array 

They put themseives upon their way, 

Striving to reach the' inchanted Castle, 

Where stout Crowdero' in durance lay still. 

Thither with ii^reater speed than shows 

And triumph over conquer'd foes 

Do use to allow ; or than the Bears, 

Or pageanu borne before lord-mayors, 

Are wont to use ; they soon arrived, 

In order soldier-like contrived, 

Still marching in a warlike posture, 

As fit for battle as for muster. 

The Knight and Squire they first unhorse, 

And bending 'gainst the fort their force, 

They all advanc'd, and round about 

Begirt the magical redoubt 

Magnan' led up in this adventure, 

And made way for the rest to enter: 

For he wasskilful in Black Art, 

No less than he that bailt the fort, 

And with an iron mace hiid flat 

A breach, which straight all enter*d at, 

And in the wooden dungeon fi>ttnd 

Crowdero laid upon the ground : 

Him they release from durance base, 

Restored to his Fiddle and his case, 

And liberty, his thirsty rage 

With luscious vengeance to assuage ; 

For he no sooner was at large. 

But Trulla straight brought on the charge, 

And in the self-same limbo put 

The Knight and Squire wliere he was shut; 

Where leaving them in Hockley-i'-th*-hole, 

Their bangs and durance to condole, 
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Confin'd and coDJor'd into narrow 
Enchanted manaion to know sorrow, 
In the same order and array 
Which they advanc'd, they march*d away : 
Bat Hudibrasy who scom*d to stoop 
To Fortune, or be said to droop, 
Cheer'd op himself with ends of verse. 
And sayings of phikMophers. 

Qnoth he, < Th' one half of man, his mind. 
Is, mt jarw, nnconfin'd, 
And cannot be laid by the heels, 
Whate'er the other moiety ieels. 
'Tis not restraint, or liberty, 
That makes men prisoners or free; 
Bat perturbations that possess 
The mind, or equanimities. 
The whole world was- not half so wide 
To Alexander, when be cried, 
Because he bad but one to subdue, 
As was a paltry narrow tub to 
Diogenes ; wbo is not said 
(For ought that ever I could read) 
To whine, put finger i' th' ey«, and sob. 
Because be 'ad ne'er another tnb. 
The Ancients make two several kinds 
Of prowess in heroic minds. 
The active and the pateive val'ant. 
Both which are port Ubr^ gallant ; 
For both to give blows, ami to carry, . 
In fights are eqat-neceasary : 
But m defeats the passive stout 
Are always found to stand it out 
Most desperately, and. to out>do 
The active 'gainst a conquering foe. 
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Though we with blacks and blueft are iiQggi)rcl> 

Or, as the vnlisar say, are cndgeU'd, 

He that is vatiant, and dares fight, 

Though drubbed, can lose no honour by^* 

Honour's a lease for lives to come. 

And cannot be extended from 

The legal tenant : 'tis a chattlc 

Not to be forfeited in battle. 

If he tliat in the field is slain, 

Be in the bed of Honour lain. 

He that is beaten may be said 

To lie in Honour's tmckie-bed. 

For as we see the' eclipsed sun 

By mortals is more gax'd upon 

Than when, adom'd with all his light. 

He shines in serene sky most bright ; 

So valour, in a low estate. 

Is most admir'd and wonder'd at«' 

Quoth Ralph, * How great I do not know 
We may by being beaten grow; 
But none, that i^ee how here we sit, 
Will judge us overgrown with wit 
As Gifted Brethren, preaching'by 
A carnal hour-glass % do imply 
Illumination can convey 
Into them what they have to say, 

* lo those days there was always an bour-giass stuod by 
the pulpit, io a A'ame of iron made on purpose for it, and 
fiutened io the board on which the cushion lay, that it 
micht be visible to the whole congregation ; who, if the ser- 
mon did not hold till the glass was out, (which was turned 
up as soon as the text was taken) would say that the preacher 
was iasy ; and if he held out mncb longer, would yawn, and 
stretch, and by those signs signify to the preacher that they 
began to be weary of his discoarse, and wanted to be dis- 
missed. 
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Bat not how ranch ; so weli enough 
Know yon to charge, bnt not draw off: 
For who, without a cap and bauble, 
Having snhdaed a Bear and rabble, 
And might with honour have come off, 
Would put it to a second proof? 
A politic exploit, riglit fit 
For Presbyterian zeal and wit/ 

Quoth Hudibras, < That cuckoo's tone, 
Ralpho thou always harp'st upon : 
When thou at any thing wonldst rail, 
Thou tak*st Presbytery, thy scale. 
To take the height on't and explain 
To what degree it is profane ; 
Wliats'ever will not with (thy wbat-d'-ye-call) 
Thy Light jnmp right, thou calPst Sjrnodical : 
As if Presbytery were a standard 
To size whats'ever's to be slander'd. 
Dost not remember how this day 
Thou to my beard was bold to say, 
That thou couldst prove Bear-baiting •qoal 
With Synods, orthodox and legal? 
Do, if thou canst, for I deny't, 
And dare thee to't with all thy light' 

Quoth Ralpho, < Tmly that is no 
Hard matter for a man to do. 
That has but any guts in's brains. 
And could believe it worth his pains : 
Bnt since you dare and urge me to it, 
Youil find Pve light enough to do it. 

* Synods are mystical Bear-gardens^ 
Where Elders, Deputies, Church-wirdens, 
And other Members of the Court, 
Manage the Babylonish iport ; 
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For Prolocutor, Scribe, and Bear-ward, 

Do differ only in a mere word. 

Both are bat several synagogues 

Of carnal men, and Bears and Dogs: 

Both antichristian assemblies. 

To mischief bent as fyfs in them lies : 

Both stave and tail, with fierce contests. 

The one vrith men, the other beasts. 

The difference is, the one fights with 

The tongue, tJie ether with the teeth; 

And that they bait but Bears in this. 

In the* other Sonls and Consciences ; 

Where Sainte tliemselves are brought to stake 

For Gospel-light and Gonscience' ^e ; 

Exposed to Scribes and Presbyters, 

Instead of Mastive Dogs, and Curs; 

Than whom they -"ave less hnmanify, 

For these at souls of men will fly. 

This to the Prophet did appear, 

Who in a vision saw a Bear, 

Prefiguring the beastly rage 

Of Chnrch-mle, in this latter age:; 

As is demonstrated at foil 

By him that baited the Pope's BaH. 

Bears naturally are beasts pfjprey, 

That live by rapine; so do they. 

What are their Ordeni, Constitutions, 

Church-censures, Curses, Absolutions, 

But several mystic chains they make, 

To tie poor Christians to the stake? 

And then set Heathen officers. 

Instead of Dogs about their ears. 

For to prohibit and dispense. 

To find out, or to make ofience; 

VOL. I. 1 
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Of heD and heaven to dispose, 

To play with souls at fast and loose ; 

To set what characters they please. 

And molcts on sin or godliness ; 

Reduce the Church to Gospel-order, 

By rapine, sacrilege, and murder ; 

To make Presbytery supreme. 

And Kings themselves submit to them > 

And force all people, though agamst 

Their consciences, to turn Saints; 

Must prove a pretty thriving trade. 

When Saints monopolists are made : 

When pions frauds and holy shifts 

Are Dispensations and Gifts, 

There godliness becomes mere ware. 

And every Synod but a iau*. 

Synods are whelps o' th' Inquisition, 

A mungrel breed of like pemicion, 

And growing up, became the sure* 

Of Scribes, Commissioners^ and Triers; 

^Vhose busmess is, by cunning sleight. 

To cast a figure for men's light, 

To find, in lines of beard and fiice. 

The physiognomy of Grace ^ ; 

And by the sound and twang of nose, . 

If all be sound within disclose ; 

Free firom a crack or flaw of smning, 

As men try pipkins by the ringing; 

By black caps underlaid with white, 

Give certam guess at inward light; 



9 These Tryen pretended to great skill in this respect; 
and if they disliked the beard or face of a num. thef woald« 
rar that reason alone, refuse to admit him, when presented 
.._.- . . powerful friend I 
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Which Serjeants at the Gospel wear^ 

To make the Spiritual Calling clear. 

The handkerchief about the neck 

(Canonical cravat of Smec ^, 

From whom the institution came, 

When Church and State they set ion flame, 

And worn by them as badges then 

Of Spiritual Warfaring-men) 

Judge rightly if Regeneration 

Be of the newest cut in fashion : 

Sure 'tis an orthodox ophrion. 

That Grace is founded in dominion. 

Great piety consists in pride; 

To rule is to be sanctified : 

To domineer, and to control, 

Both o'er the bocty and the soai, 

Is the most perfect discipline 

Of Church-nile, and by right divine. 

Bell and the Dragon's chaplains were 

More moderate than these by fett : 

For they (poor knaves) were glafd to cheat. 

To get their wives andchildren meat; 

But these will not be fobb'd off so, 

They must have weallii and power too ; 

Or else with blood and desohition 

They'tt tear it ont o^ th^ heart 6' th' nation. 

< Sore these themselves from primitive 
And Heathen priesthood to derive*, 
When Butchers were the only clerks, 
Elders and Presbyters of Bjrks ; 



* Smectymaus was a wofd tof Ave parllaawntUuriaBi, tbe 
initlalB of whose names formed the word; tbey wore hand- 
kerchieft aboat their aecks for a mark of dftttDction. 
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Whose directory was to kill, 

And some believe it is so still. 

'Hie only difference is, that then 

They slaughtered only beasts, now men. 

For then to sacrifice a bullock, 

Or, now and then, a child, to Moloch, * 

They count a vile abomination, 

But not to slaughter a whole nation. 

Presbytery does but transhite 

The Papacy to a free state: 

A common-wealth of Popery, 

Where every viUage is a See 

As well as Rome, and most maintain 

A tithe-pig metropolitan ; 

Where every Presbyter and Deacon 

Commands the keys for cheese and bacou. 

And every hamlefs governed 

By^s Holiness, the Church's head, 

More haughty and severe io's place, 

Hian Gregory and Boni&ce. 

Such Church must, surely, be a monster 

With many heads : for if we conster 

What in the' Apocalypse we find. 

According to the' Apostle's mind, 

Tis that the Whore of Babylon 

With many heads did ride upon. 

Which heads denote the sinftl tribe 

Of Deacon, Priest, Lay-elder, Scribe* 

' Lay-elder, Simeon to Levi, • 
Whose little finger is as heavy 
As loins of patriarchs, prince-prelate, 
And bishop-secular. This zealot 
Is of a mongrel, diverse kind. 
Cleric before, and Lay behind ; 
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A lawlen linaie'Woobie brother, 

Half of one order, half another; 

A creatare of amphibioas natarey 

On land a beast, a fish in water: 

That always preys on grace or sin ; 

A sheep withont, a wolf within. 

This fierce inquisitor iias chief 

Dominion over men's belief 

And manners; can pronoonce a saint 

Idolatrons, or ignorant, 

When snperdlioasly he sifts 

Through coarsest boulter others' gifts : 

For all men live and judge amiss, 

Whose talents jump not jost with his; 

Hell by on Gifts with hands, and place 

On dullest noddle light and Grace, 

The manufacture of the Kirk ; 

Those pastors are but the* handy-work 

Of his mechanic paws, instilling 

Divmity in them by feeling: 

From whence they start up Chosen Vessel?, 

Made by contact, as men get measles. 

So Cardinals, they say, do grope 

At t'other end the new-made Pope.' 

< Hold, hold,' qnoth Hudibras, * soft fire, 
They say, does mske sweet malt. Good Squire, 
Futma Unte, not too fast. 
For haste (the proverb says) makes waste. 
The quirks and cavils thou dost make 
Are fhlse, and built upon mistake : 
And I shall bring you, with your pack 
Of ftllades, to Elenchi back; 
And put your arguments in mood 
And figure to be understood. 
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rU force you by right ratiociiiation 

To leave your vitUitigation, 

And make yon keep to the' question cloee. 

And. argue dkHecttcHs ^ 

< The question then, to state it fifst, 
Is, << Which b better or vr hich worst, 
Synods or Bears?" Bears I avow 
To be the worst, and Synods thou ; 
But to make good th* assertion^ 
Thou say*st, they're really all one. \ 

If so, not worse j for if they're idan, ^ 

Why then toMtmdem dot ttmiidem. ^ 

For if they are the same, by course | 

Neither is better, neither worse. 
But I deny they are the same, 
More than a maggot and I am. 
That both are €adiMUa 
I grant, but not ro^tonaZta: 
For though they do agree in kind, 
Specific difference we find ; 
And can no more make Bears of these. 
Than prove noy horse is Socrates. 
That Synods are Bear-gardens, too, 
Thou dost affirm ; but I say No; 
And thus I prove it, in a word ; 
Whatsoever Assembly's not impowVd 
To Censure, Curse, Absolve, and ordain, 
Can be no Synods but Bear-garden 
Has DO such pow'r ; ergOy 'tis none, 
And so thy sophistry's o'jBrthrown. 

' But yet we are beside the quest'on 
Which thou didst raise the first contest on; 

' According to the rnUs of losic. 

Digitized by Google 



CoHiO 3. RtTDIBRAS. 119 

Fortluitwasy << Whether Bean are better 
Than Synod-men?" IsvyNefatwr. 
That Bears are beasts, and Synods men, 
Is held by all: they're better then ; 
For Bears and Dogs on fbnr legs go. 
As beasts; bat Synod^nen on two. 
'Tis tnie they aH have teeth and nails; 
Bat prove that Synod-men have tails ; 
Or thatn ragged shaggy for 
Grows o'er the hyde of Presbyter; 
Or tint his snonf and spacious ears 
Do bold proportion with a Bear's. 
A Bear's a savage beast, of all 
Most agly and onnatnml ; 
Whelp*d withoat ibrm, antil the dam 
lias Uckt it into shape and frame : 
Bat all thy light can ne'er evict. 
That ever Synod-man was lickt. 
Or broaght to any other iksfaion 
Than his own will and faielination. 

< Bat thoa dost farther yet in this 
Oppc^ thyself and sense; that is, 
Thoa wooldst have Presby teri to go 
For Bears and Dogs, and Bear-wards too : 
A strange ehimera of beasts and men, 
Made up of pieces heterogene ; 
Soch as in Nature never met 
In eodem mi^eeto yet 

' lliy- other arguments are all 
j^apposares hypothetica], 
That do bat beg; and we may choose 
Either to grant them, or refuse. 
Much thou hast said, which I know when 
And where thoa stol'st from other men. 
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(Whereby 'tis ptoin thy light and GiAb 

Are all but plagiary sbifb) 

And is the same that Ranter ^ said, 

Wlio, arguing with me, broke my beady 

And tore a handful of my beard;. 

The selfsame cavils then I heard/ 

When b'ing in hot dispute about 

This controversy, we ieU out ^ 

And what ttion know*st I answered then. 

Will serve to answer thee again/ 

Quoth Ralpho, < Nothing bnt th' abuse 
Of human learning you produce ; 
Learning 7, that cobweb of the brain. 
Profane, erroneous, and vain; 
A trade of knowledge as replete, 
As others are with fraud and cheat ; 
An art to' incumber CHIls and wit, 
And render both for nothing fit ; 
Makes light unactive, dull and tronbled. 
Like little David in SanPs doublet: 
A cheat that scholars put upon 
Other men's reason and their owa^ / 

The Ruiters were a vile sect ttet ipruns op te tiMwe 
times. Alexander Mom obMnwt. ' That they held that Qod, 
devil, angels, heaven, and bell, &c. were Actions and fables : 
that Moses. John Baptist, and Christ, were impostors ; and 
what Christ and the Aposties acqnaUited the world with, as 
to matter of religion, perished with them : that preaching 
and praying are useless, and that preaching is but public 
lying : that there is an end of all ministry and admiuistra- 
tions, and people are to be taught immediately itom God» 
&c. 

7 Twas the opinion of those tinkers, tailors, &c. who 
govern<-d Cbelrosford at the beginning of the Rebellion^ 
* That learning bad always been an enemy to the tiospel, 
and that it were a happy tbing if there were no universities, 
and that alt hooks- were burnt except the Bible.* 
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A fort of error, to ensconce 

Absurdity and ignorance^ 

That renders all the avenoes 

To tmthy impenrions and abstruse. 

By makii^ plain things, in debate. 

By art perplezt and intricate: 

For nothing goes for Sense or Light, 

That will not with old rules jump right ; 

As if rules were not in the schools 

Deriv'd from truth, but troth from rules. 

This Pagan, Heathenish invention 

Is good for nothing but contention : 

For as in sword-and>buckler iight, 

AH blows do on the target light ; 

So when men argue, tlie greatest part 

iy the contest fklls on terms of art, 

Until the lustian stuff be spent. 

And then they &11 to the' argument.' 

Quoth. Hudibras, < Friend Ralph, thou hast 

Outrun the constable at last: 

For thon art ^en on a new 

Dispute, as senseless as untrue, 

But to the former opposite. 

And contrary as bhick to white ; 

Mere iKsparota ' ; that concerning 

Presbytery; this, human learning; 

Two tiih^gs so averse, they never yet 

But in thy rambling fimcy met. 

But I shall take a fit occasion 

To' evmce thee by' rstiocination. 

Some other time, in place more proper 

Than this we're in; therefore let's stop here. 

And rest our wearied bones a while, 

Already tir'd with 0ther toiL' 

« Ditparaea,] Tblnge separate and nnlikc. 
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PART IT. CANTO I. 



THE AROUMCMT. 

The KDlgbt, bjr duintole Magfcitn, 
Belns cast Ulecally In prison. 
Love tirlngi his tction on the case. 
And lays it upon Unditorai. 
How he receives the Lady's visit. 
And cunniQgly solicits bis suit. 
Which she defers; yet on parole, 
Kedecnis biin (h»m the* inchanted hole. 



BcT now, to' observe ^imuitic method, 

Let bloody steel a while be sheathed; 

And all those harsli and nigged sounds 

Of bastinados, cuts, and wounds, 

Exchanged to love's more gentle style, 

To let our reader breathe a while : 

In which, that we may be as brief as 

Is possible^ by way of prelace, 

Is't not enough to make one strange, 

That some men's fancies should ne*er change, 

But make all people do and say . 

The same thiiigs still the self-same way? 

Some writers make all ladies purloin*d, 

And knights punuhtg like a whiriwind : 

Others make all their knights, in fits 

'>f jealousy, to lose their wits; 
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TiU dniwii^ Mood o' th' ^smes^ like ifkeh^ 
Iliey're fbrtliwkh cnr'd of their cepriches. 
Some always thrive4n4heir«iiioiirH 
By palling plaisten ofil their soref ; 
As cripples do to get an ainuy 
Jut ao do they, and win their dames. 
Some force whole regions, in despite 
O* geography, to change their site ; 
Make former times shake hands with latter. 
And that which was before come after. 
Bat those that write in rhyme still make 
The one verse for the other's sake ; 
For one for sense, and one for rhyme» 
I think's soffident at -one time. 

Bat we forget in what sad plight 
We wlTdom left the captiv'd Knight 
And pensive Sqaire, both brnis'd in body. 
And conjur'd into safe custody. 
IVd with dispote, and speaking Latin, 
As well as basting and Bear«baiting, 
And deq>erate of any course. 
To ftee himself by wit or force, 
His only solaee was, that now 
His dog-bolt fortune was so low. 
That either it must qnicldy end, 
Or turn about agam, and mend, 
In which he found the* event, no less 
Than other times, beside his guess. 

There is a tall long-sided cbme, 
(But wondrous light) ycleped Fame, 
That like a thin camelion boards 
HerBelf on air, and eats her words ' ; 

. > The beauty of this contUts in the doable meaning ; tlie 
Gnt allades to Faine*s Uvlog on report. The tecond is as 
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Upon her shoulders wings she wears 
like hanging sleeves, hn'd throngh with ears. 
And eyes, and tongoes, as poets list, 
Made good by deep my thologist : 
With these she through the welkin Aies, 
And sometimes carries tmth, <^ lies ; 
With letters hang, like eastern pigeons, 
And Mercuries of furthest regions ; 
Diurnab writ for regulation 
Of lying, to inform the nation. 
And by tfaeur public use to bring down 
The rate of whetstones m the kingdom. 
About her neck a pacquet-mail, 
Fraught with advice, some fredi, some stale, 
Of men that walk'd when they were dead. 
And caws of monsters brought to bed ; 
Of hailstones big as pullets' eggs, 
And puppies whelp'd with twice two legs; 
A blazing-star seen in the west, 
By six or seven men at least. 
Two trumpets she does sound at once, 
But both of clean contrary tones ; 
But whether both with the same wind, 
Or one before, and one behind, 
We know not, only this can tell, 
The one sounds vilely, t' other well ; 
And therefore vulgar authors name 
Th' one Good, th' other Evil Fame. 
This tattling gossip knew too well 
What mischief Hudibras befel. 
And straight the spiteful tidings bears 
Of all, to the' unkind Widow's ears. 
insiaoatioD, that if a report Is narrowly enqnired into, *bA 
iteeff "** ^ **** oriflBal author, it U maile to coatiadict • 
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Democritns ne'er langfa'd so load, 

To see bawds carted through the crowd, 

Or ftmerals, with stately pomp, 

March slowly on m solemn damp, 

As she laogh'd oat, until her back, 

As well as sides, was like to crack. 

She Tow'd she would go see the sight, 

And visit the distressed Knight ; 

To do the office of a neighbour. 

And be a gossip at his labour ; 

And from his wooden jail, the stocks, 

To set at large his fetter-locks ; ' 

And by exclmnge, parole, or ransom, 

To free liim from the' inchanted mansion. 

This blng resolv'd, she call'd for hood 

And usher, implements abroad 

Which ladies wear, beside a slender 

Young waiting damsel to attend her. 

All which appearing, on she went 

To find the Knight, in limbo pent : 

And 'twas not long before she found 

Him and hts stout Squire in the poondi 

Both coupled in inchanted tether, 

By further leg behind together : 

For as he sat upon his rump, 

Wb head, like one m dolefbl dump. 

Between his knees, his hands applied 

Unto his ears on either side. 

And by him, in another hole, 

Afflicted Ralpho, cheek by joul. 

She came upon lUm in bis wooden 

Magician's circle, on the sudden. 

As spurits do to' a conjurer. 

When in their dreadful shapes th' appear. 
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No sooner did the Knight perceive her, 
Bat straight he fell into a fever, 
Inflam'd all over with dtsgrace, 
To be seen by* her in such a place ; 
Which made him hang his head, and^scook. 
And wink, and goggle Kke an owl : 
He felt his braiDs begin to svrim, 
When thns the Darae accosted him. 

' This place,' quoth she, * they si^^s inchanted^ 
And with delinquent spirits haanted. 
That here are tied in chains, and scomig'd, 
Until their guilty crimes be parg'd : 
Look, there are two of them appear, 
Like persons 1 have seen somewhere. 
Some have mistaken blocks somI posts 
For spectres, apparitioDs, gfaMts, 
With saucer-eyes, and horns ; and some' 
Have heard the devil beat a dram? 
But if our eyes are notfidse glasses. 
That give a wrong accoimfc of fiioes, 
That beard and I shoakl be aeqwHated^ 
Before 'twas coijar'd and inc^niled } 
For though it be. disfigured somewhat^> 
As if 't had bttely beeniin combat^ 
It did belong to' a worthy Knight^ 
Howe'er this goblin is- come by't' 

Wlien Hudamis the Lady heaid 
Discoursing thus npon.hls beard. 
And speak with such respect and hoaovr 
Both of the beard^and. the beard's owner,' 
He thought it best, to eet as good • . 
A face upon it as he cott'4), 
And thus he spoke: < Lady^your bright 
And radiant ey^sa are in the right ; 
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The beard's th' identic beard you knew, 
The same DnmericaUy true ; 
Nor is it worn by fiend or elf, 
Bnt its proprietor himself.' 

< O beavewl' qaoth she, < can that be tme? 
I do begin to fear 'tis you ; 
Not by your individual whiskers, 
Bot by your dialect and discoarsei 
That never spoke to man or beast 
In notions vulgarly exprest: 
Bat what malignant star, alas ! 
Has brought you both to this sad pass ^' 

Qnoth he, ' The fortune of the war ; 
Which I am less afflicted for, 
Than to be seen with beard and face 
By yon in such a homely case.' 

Qnoth she, * Those need not be asham'd 
For being honourably niaim'd ; 
If he that is m battle conquer'J^ 
Have any title to bis own beard, 
Though year's be sorely Ingg'd and torn, 
It does your visage more, adorn 
Than if 'twere pran'd, and starch'd, and iander'd. 
And cut square by tiie Russian staodanl ^ 
A torn betud's like a tatter'd ensiffi. 
That's bravest whidi there are most rents in. 
That petticoat abou t your sbonlders, 
Does not so well become a soldier's', 
And I'm afraid they are worse handlecU 
Although i' th' rear, yoar beard the van led ; 



< Giles Fletcher, in his accoant of Rauia, says that Hie 
Rasiian nobility nonrisb and spread their beftrds to bavr 
tbem long and broad. 
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And those uneasy braises make 
My heart for company to ache^ 
To see so worshipfal a friend 
I' th* pillory set, at the wrong end/ 

Quoth Hodibms, < This thing cail'd Paia, 
Is (as the learned Stoics maiiitain) 
Not bad simpUcUer, nor good, 
Bat merely as 'tis understood. 
Sense is deceitful, and may feign 
As well in counterfeiting pain 
As other gross pkantmemu 
In which it oft mistakes the case* 
Bat since the' immortal mtellect 
(That's free from error and defect. 
Whose objects still persist the same) 
Is free fix>m ootward braise or maim. 
Which nought external can expose 
To gross material bangs or blows, 
It follows we can ne'er be surei 
Whether we pain or not endure. 
And just so frur are sore and griev'd 
As by the fency is believ'd. 
Some have been wounded with conceit, 
And died of mere opinion straigfat ; 
Others, though wounded sore m reason. 
Felt no contusion, nor discretion. 
A Saxon duke did grow so iiit. 
That mice (as histories relate) 
Ate grots and labyrintlis to dwell m 
His postic parts, without his feeling; 
Then how is't possible a kick 
Should e'er reach that way to the quick i* 

Quoth she, < I grant it is in vain 
For one that's basted to feel pain. 
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Because the pangs his bones endure 
Contribute nothing to the cure ; 
Yet hoDoar hurt is wont to rage 
With pais no med'cine can assuage.' 

Quoth he, * That honour's very squeamish 
That takes a basting for a blemish ; ' 

For what's more hon'rable tlian scars. 
Or skin to tatten rent in wars ? 
Some have been beaten til! they know 
What wood a cudgel's of, by th' blow; 
Some kick'd, until they can feel whether 
A shoe be Spanish or neat's leather ; 
And yet have met, after long running, 
With some whom they have taught that cunniu<^. 
rhe turthest way about, to' o'ercome, " 

In the' end does prove the nearest home. 
By hiws of learned duellists 
They that are bruis'd with wood or fists, 
And think one beating may for once 
Suffice, are cowards and poltroons ; 
But if they dare engage to' a second, 
They're stout and gallant feUows reckon'd. 

* The' old Romans freedom did bestow 
Our princes worship, with a blow. ' 

King Pyrrhns cur'd his splenetic 
And testy courtiers with a kick. 
Tlie Negus ^, when some mighty lord 
Or potentate's to be restor'd. 
And pardon'd for some great offence, 
With which he's willing to dispense, 
First has him laid upon his belly. 
Then beaten back and side, to' a jelly j 

, » 2W[5gii,.]-TheKlngofEtWopla 
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That done, he rises, humbly bows, 
And gives thanks for the princely blows ; 
Departs not meanly proud and boasting 
Of his DHignt6cent rib-roasting. 
The beaten soldier proves most maofnl^ 
That, like bis sword, endures the anvil^ 
And jiistly*8 held more formidable. 
The more his valoar*s malleable : 
But he that fears a bastinado^ 
Will run away from bis own shadow : 
And though I'm now in durance £ist. 
By our own party basely cast. 
Ransom, exchange, parole, refused, 
And worse than by tiie enemy uskl ; 
In close catasta * shut, past hope 
Of wit or valour to elope ; 
As beards, the nearer that they tend 
To tlie* earth, still grow more reverend } 
And cannons shoot the higher pitches, 
The lower we let down their breeches ; 
ru make this low dejected fate 
Advance me to a greater height.' 

Quoth she, * Yon 'ave almost made me' in love 
With that which did my pity move.* 
Great wits and valcurs, like great states, 
Do sometimes sink with their own wei^ts: 
The' extremes of glory and of shame, 
Like east and west, become the sam6. 
No Indian prince has to his palace 
More followers ttian a tliief to tlie gallows. 
But if a beating seem so brave. 
What glories must a whipping have? 

* Cntasta.] A cai;e or prison, in whicJi the Romans locked 
up thiiir tlsvei) tb^jL were to be noM. 
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Sacb great achieyements cannot fiul 
To cast salt on a woman's tail : 
For if I thought yoor natural talent 
Of passive courage were so gallant,) 
As you strain hard to have it thought, 
I could grow amorons, and dote.' 

When Hndibras this language heard, 
He prick'd up's ears, and strok'd his beard. 
Thought he, this is the lucky hour; 
Wines work when.vines are in the flower : 
This crisis then I'll set my rest on, 
And pot her boldly to the question. 

* Madam, what you would seem to doubt, 
Shall be to all the world made out ; 
How I've been drubb'd, and with what spirit 
And magnanimity I bear it ; 
And if yon doubt it to be true, 
111 stake myself down against you ; 
And if I fail in love or troth, 
Be yon the winner, «nd take both.' 

Quoth she, * I've heard old enmnog atagen 
Say, fools for arguments use wagers ; 
And though I prais'd your valour, yet 
I did not mean to balk your wit; 
Which if you have, yon must needs know 
What I have told you before now. 
And yon b' experiment have prov'd, 
I cannot love where I'm belov'd.' 

Quoth Hudibi^, * TU a caprich 
Beyond the' infliction of a witch; 
So cheats to play with those atilLaini, 
That do not Undeifttand the game. 
Love in your heart as idly bums 
As Are in antique Roman urns 

Digitized by Google 



132 HUDIBRAS. ^ Part S. 

To warm the dead, and vainly light 

Those only that see nothing by*t. 

Have yon not power to entertain, 

And render love for love again ; 

As no man can draw in his breath 

At once, and force oat air beneath? 

Or do you love yoarself so much, 

To bear all rivals else a grutch? 

What fdte can lay a greater curse 

Than you npon yourself would force ? 

For wedlock without love, some say, 

Is but a lock without a key. 

It is a kind of rape to marry 

One that neglects, or cares not for ye : 

For what does make it ravishment. 

But b'ing against the mmd's consent? 

A i-ape that is the more mhuman, 

For being acted by a woman. 

Why are you fair, but to entice us 

To love you, that yon may despise us > 

But though you cannot love, you say, 

Out of your own fanatic way. 

Why should ^ou not at least allow 

Those that love you to do so too? 

For, as yon fly me, and pursue 

Love more averse, so I do you ; 

And am by your own doctrine tanglit 

To practise what you call a fault.' 

Quoth she, * If what yon say is true. 
You must fly me as I do you ; 
But 'tis not what we do, but say, 
In love and preaching, that must sway.* 

Quotli he, * To bid me not to love, 
Is to forbid my pulse to tnove, 
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My beard to grow, my ears to prick up. 
Or (when Tin in a fit) to hickup. 
Command me to p— ss out the moon, 
And t wOl as easily be done* 
Love's power's too great to be withstood 
By feeble human flesh and blood. 
'Twas be that brought upon his knees 
The hectoring kill-cow Hercules ; 
Transform'd his leager-lion's skin 
To' a petticoat, and made him spm; 
Seiz'd on his club, and made it dwindle 
To' a feeble distaff and a spindle. 
Twas he that-made Emperors gallants 
To their own sisters and their aunts; 
Set Popes and Cardinals agog, 
To play with pages at leap-frog : 
'Twas he that gave our Senate purges, 
And fluxt the House of many a bui^^ess ; 
Made those that represent the nation 
Submit, and suffer amputation ; 
And all the Grandees o* th' Cabal 
Adjourn to tubs at spring and fall. 
He mounted Synod-men, and rode 'em 
To Dirty-Lane and Little Sodom ; 
Made 'em curvet like Spanish Jenets, 

And take the ring at Madam K 

'Twas he that made Saint Francis do 
More than the devil could tempt liim to^ 



' Stennet wa» the name dashed, (sayi Sir Roger L*Ett- 
raage) ' Her hoftbond was by profeBilon a broom-man, and 
lay-elder. She followed the laudable employment of bawd- 
ing, and managed several intrlKoes for those Brothers and 
Sisters whose purity consUted chiefly in the whiteness of 
tfaetr linen.' Key to Hudibreu. 
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In cold and frosty weather grow 
Enamour'd of a wife of snow ; 
And though she were of rigid temper, 
With melting flames accost and tempt her. 
Which after in enjoyment quenching, 
He hong a garland on his engme.' 

Qnoth she, * If love have these effects, 
Why is it not fdrbid our sex? 
Why is't not damn'd, and interdicted. 
For diabolical and wicked? 
And sung, as onf of tone, against, 
As IWk and Pope are l^ the Saints? 
I find I've greater reason for it, 
Than I believ'd before, to' abhor it' 

Qooth Hudibras, * These sad effects 
Spring from your Heathenish neglects 
Of Love's greiat pow'r, which he returns 
Upon yourselves with equal scorns. 
And tliose who worthy lovers slight, 
Phigues with prepost'rous appetite : 
This made the b«uiteou9 Queen of Crete 
To take a town-bull for her sweet ; 
And from her greatness stoop so low, 
To be the rival of a cow : 
Others to prostitute their great hearts. 
To be baboons' and monkeys' sweethearts : 
Some with the devil himself in league grow, 
By's representative a Negro. 
IVas this made Vestal maid love-sick, 
And venture to be buried quick : 
Some by their ikthers and their brothers 
To be made mistresses and mothers.. 
Tis this that proudest dames enamours 
On lacqnies, and valets des ehambres; 
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Their hanghty stomachs overcomes, 
And makes 'em stoop to dirty grooms; 
To slight the world, and to dbparage 
Claps, issue, in&my, and marriage.* 

Qaoth she, ' These judgments are severe. 
Yet such as I shoiildi rather {iear 
Than tnist men with their oaths, or prove 
Their faith and secresy in love.' 

Says he, * There is a weighty reason 
For secresy in love, as treason. . 
Love is a bargfairer, a felon, 
That at the window-eye does steal in, 
To rob the heart, and witli his prey 
Stesds out again a closer way. 
Which whosoever can discover, 
He's sure (as he deserves) to suffer. 
Love is a fire, that bums and sparkles 
In men, as nat'rally' as in charcoals. 
Which sooty chemists stop in holes, 
Wlien out of wood they exti-act coals ; 
So lovers should theii- passions choke. 
That though they burn, they may not smoke. 
Tis like that sturdy thief, that stole 
And dragg'd beasts backward into's hole ; 
So love does lovers, and us men 
Draws by the tails into his den, 
That no impression may discover, 
And trace to' his cave the wary lover. 
But if you doubt f should reveal 
What you entrust me under seal, 
I'll prove myself as close and virtuous 
As your own secretary' Albertus *.' 

^ AXbertUB Masiins wrote a book De Secretis Mali«rnm. 
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Qnotb she, < I grant yon may be dose 

In hiding what your aims propose : 

Love-passions are like parables, 

By which men st^l mean something else: 

Though love be all the world's pretence, 

Money's the mythologic sense, 

The real substance of the shadow, 

Which all address and courtship's made to/ 
Thought he, ^ I understand your play, 

And how to quit you your own way ; 

He tliat will win his dame, must do 

As Love does, when he bends his bow ; 

With one hand thrust the lady from, 

And with the otlier pull her home.' 

^ I grant,' quoth he, * wealth is a great 

Provocative to amorous heat: 

It is all philtres and high diet. 

That makes love rampant, and to fly out r 

Tis beauty always in the flower, 

That buds and blossoms at fourscore : 

'Tis that by which the sun and moon. 

At their own weapons, are outdone: 

That makes knights-errant fall m trance^ 

And lay about 'em in romances: 

Tis virtue, wit, and worth, and all 

That men divine and sacred call : 

For what is worth m any thmg. 

But so much money as 'twill bring ? 

Or what but riches is there known, 

Which man can solely call his ovna, 

In which no creature goes his half^ 

Unless it be to squint and laugh? 

I do confess, with goods and land^ 

I'd have a wife at second hand -, 
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And such yon are : nor is't your person 

My stomach's set so sharp and fierce on ; 

Bat 'tis (yonr better part) your riches, 

That my enamour'd heart bewitches: 

Let me your fortune but possess, 

And settle your person how you please, 

Or make it o*er in trust to the' devil. 

You'll find me reasonable and civil.' 
Qnoth she, ' I like this plainness better 

Than false mock-passion, speech, or letter, 

Or any feat of qualm or soun'ing, 

But hanging of yourself, or drowning; 

Your only way with me to break 

Your mind, is breaking of your neck : 

For as when merchants break, overthrown 

like nine-pins, they strike others down ; 

So that would break my heart; which done, 

My tempting fortune is your own. 

These are but trifles ; eveiy lover 

Will damn himself over and over. 

And greater matters undertake 

For a less worthy mistress' sake : 

Yet they're the only ways to prove 

The' unfeign'd realities of love; 

For he that hangs, or beatA out's brains, 

The devil's in him if he feigns.' 

Quoth Hudibras, < Tliis way's too rough 
For mere experiment and proof; 
It is no jestuig, trivial matter, 
To swing i' th' air, or douce in water, 
And like a water-witch try love ; 
That's to destroy, and not to prove : 
As if a man should be dissected, 
*ro find what part is disaffected : 
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Your better way U to make over, 

In trust, your fortune to your lover : 

Trust is a trial ; if it break, 

'Tis not so desperate as a neck : 

Beside, the' experiments more certain ; 

Men venture necks to gain a fortune : 

The soldier does it every day 

(Eight to the week) for sixpence pay; 

Your pettifoggers damn their souU, 

To share with knaves, in cheating fools ; 

And merchants, venturing through the maiii, 

Stight pirates, rocks, and horns, for gain : 

This is the way I advise you to ; 

Trust me, and see what I will do.' 

Quoth she, ' I should be loth to run 
Myself all the' hazard, and you none, 
Wliich must be done, unless some deed 
Of your's aforesaid do precede : 
Give but yourself one gentle swing. 
For trial, and I'll cut the string ; 
Or give that reverend head a maul 
Or two, or three, against a wall, 
To show yon are a man of mettle, 
And ru engage myself to settle.' 

Quoth he, ' My head's not made of brass^ 
As Friar Bacon's noddle was, 
Nor (like the Indian's skull) so tough, 
That, authors say, 'twas musket-proof; 
As it had need to be, to enter 
As yet, on any new adventure : 
You see what bangs it has endur'd, 
That would, before new feats, be cur*d : 
But if that's all you stand upon, 
Here strike me Ijdck, it shall be done.' 
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Qnoth she, * The matter's not so far gone 
As you suppose ; two words to* a bargain ; 
That may be done, and time enough. 
When yoQ have given downright proof; 
And yet 'tis no fantastic pique 
I have to love, nor coy dislike ; 
Tis BO implicit, nice aversion 
To* your conversation, mien, or person, 
But a just fear, lest you should prove 
False and perfidious in love : 
For if I thought you could be true, 
I could love twice as much as yoa.* 

QnotU he, ' My faith as adamantine 
As chains of Destiny, 111 maintain : 
True as Apollo ever spoke. 
Or oracle from heart of oak ; 
And if you'll give my flame but vent, 
Now in close hugger-mugger pentj 
And shine upon me but benignly, 
With that one, and that other pigsney, 
The sun and day shall sooner part. 
Than love or you shake off my heart ; 
The sun, that shall no more dispense 
His own, but your bright influence. 
1*11 carve your name on barks of trees. 
With true-love-knots and flourishes, 
That shall infuse eternal spring. 
And everiasting flourishing -, 
Drink erety lett<^r on't in stum. 
And make it brisk Champaign become. 
Where'er you tread, your foot shall set 
The primrose inrd the violet ; 
All spices, peiiumes, and sweet powders, 
StuJl borrow from your breath their odours ; 
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Nature her charter shall renew, 

And take all lives of things from yon ; 

The world depend upon your eye, 

And when you frown upon it, die : 

Only our loves shall stiU survive, 

New worlds and Nature's to outlive, 

Aiid like to heralds* moons remain. 

All crescents, without change or wane.' 

< Hold, hold,' quoth she, *■ no more of this. 
Sir Knight, you take your aim amiss ; 
For you will find it a hard chapter. 
To catch me with poetic rapture. 
In which your* Mastery of Art 
Doth show itself, and not your heart : 
Nor will you raise in mine combustion, 
By dint of high heroic fustian. 
She that with poetry is won. 
Is but a desk to write upon, 
And what men say of her, they mean 
No more than on the thing they lean. 
Some with Arabian spices strive 
To' embalm her cruelly alive ; 
Or season her, as French cooks use 
Tlieir haut-^fnUs, bouUieSy or rag<mt8 : 
Use her so barbarously ill. 
To giind her lips upon a mill, 
UntU the facet doublet doth 
t\t their rhymes rather than her mouth : 
Her mouth, compar'd to' an oyster's, with 
A row of pearl in't, 'stead of teeth. 
Others make posies of her cheeks, 
Where red and whitest colours mix ; 
In which the lily and the rose, 
For Indian lake and ceruse goes. 
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The son and moon, by her bright eyes, 

£clips*d, and darkeifd in the skies. 

Are but bhck patches, that she wears, 

Cat into suns, and moons, and stars ; 

By which astrologers, as well 

As tliose in Heav'n above, can tell 

What strange events they do foreshow 

Unto her nnder-worid below. 

Her voice, the music of the spheres, 

So loud, it deafens mortals* ears. 

As wise philosophers have thought, 

And that's the cause we hear it not. 

This has been done by some, who those 

Th' ador'd in rhyme would kick in prose ; 

And in those ribbons would have hung, 

Of which melodiously they sung; 

That have the hard ^te to write best 

Of those still that deserve it least; 

It matters not how false or forc'd. 

So the best things be said o' th' worst -, 

It goes for nothfaig when 'tis said, 

Only the arrow's drawn to th' head. 

Whether it be a svran or goose 

They level at: so shepherds use 

To set the same mark on the hip 

Both of their sound and rotten sheep : 

For wits that carry low or wide, 

Most be aim'd higher, or beside 

The mark, which ebe they ne'er come nigli. 

But when they take their aim awty. 

Bat I do wonder you should choose 

This way to* attack me with your Muse, 
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As one cat oat to pass your tricks on. 

With Fulhanis ^ of poetic fiction ; 

I rather hop'd I should no more 

Hear from yoa o* th' gallanting score ; 

For hard dry-bastings as*d to prove 

The readiest remedies of love, 

Next a dry-diet; but if those fail, 

Yet this uneasy loop-hold gaol, 

In which ye're hampered by the fetiock, 

Cannot but put y' in muid of wedlock; 

Wedlock, that's worse than any hole here, 

If that may serve you for a cooler 

To' aUay your metUe, all ago^g 

Upon a wife, the heavier clog : 

Nor rather thank your gentier iate. 

That for a bruis'd or broken pate 

Has freed you from those knobs tiiat grow 

Much harder on the married brow : 

But if no dread can cool your courage, 

From vent'ring on that dragon, marriage ; 

Yet give me quartec, and advanca 

To nobler aiips your puissance j 

Level at beauty and »t wit ; 

The fairest mark is jcaaiest hit.' 

Quoth Hndibras, * I am beforehand 
. In that already, with yiour command ; 
For where does beauty and high wit 
But in yoap* constellation, meetf'-* 

Quoth she, ' What do^ a match impl^t 
But likeness and jeguality ? 
I know you cannot think me fit 
To be ill' yoke-feUow of your witj 

f Falinm wa* t cant term for fdse dice. 
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Nor take one of so mean deserts, 

To be the partner of your parts ; 

A grace which, if I could believe, 

I've not the conscience to receive/ 
'That conscience,' quoth Hudibras, 

* Is misinform'd ; I'll state the case. 

A man may be a legal donor 

Of any thing whereof he's owner. 

And may confer it where he lists, 

r tfa' judgment of all casuists: 

Then wit, and parts, and valour may 

Be ali'nated, and made away, 

By those that are proprietors. 

As I may give or sell my horse.' 
Qnoth she, ' I grant the case is true, 

And proper 'twixt your horse and yon ; 

But whether I may take, as well 

As yon may give away or sell? 

Buyers, you know, are bid beware ; 

And worse than thieves receivers are. 

How shall I answer Hue and Cry, 
^ For a roan-gelding, twelve hands high, 

All spurr'd and svdtch'd, a lock on's hoof, 

A sorrel mane ? Can I bring proof 

Where, when, by whom, and what y' were sold for. 
And in the open market toll'd for? 
Or, should I take you for a stray, 
You mnst be kept a year and day, 
(Ere I can own you) here i' th' pound. 
Where, if ye're sought, you may be fonnd; 
And in the mean time I must pay 
For all your provender and hay.' 

Quoth he, * It stands me much upon 
To' enervate tliis objection. 
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And prove hiyself, by topic clear, 

No gelding, as yoa would infer. 

Loss of virility's averr'd 

To be the cause of loss of beard, 

That does (like embryo in the womb) 

Abortive on the chin become : 

This first a woman did invent, 

In envy of man's ornament, 

Semiramis of Babylon, 

Who first of all cut men o' th' stone. 

To mar their beainls, and laid foundation 

Of sow-gelderiug operation : 
Look on this beard, and tell me whether 
Eunuchs wear such, or geldings either P 
Next it appears I am no horse. 
Than I can argue and discourse, 
Have but two legs, and ne'er a tail :' — 
Quoth she, ' That nothing will avail ; 
For some philosophers of late here, 
Write, men have four legs by Nature, 
And tliat 'tis custom makes them go 
EiToneously upon but two ; 
As 'twas in Germany made good, 
B' a boy tliat lost himself in a wood, 
And growing down t' a man, was wont 
With wolves upon all four to hunt. 
As for your reasons drawn from tails, 
We cannot say tliey're true or false, 
Till you explain yourself, and show 
B* experiment 'tis so or no.' 

Quotli he, < If you'll join issue on't, 
I'll give you sat'sfkct'ry account ; 
So you will promise, if you lose, 
To settle all, and be my spouse.' 
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< That never shall be done/ qnoth she, 
* To one that wants a tail, by me ; 
For tails by Nature sure were meant, 
As well as beards, for ornament ; 
And though the vulgar count them homely. 
In men or beast they are so comely, 
So gentee, alamode, and handsome, 
ru never marry man that wants one : 
And till yon can demonstrate plain. 
You have one equal to your mane, 
ril be torn piece- meal by a hone, 
fire ril take yon for better or worse. 
The Prince c^Cambay's daily food 
Is asp, and basilisk, and toad, 
Which makes him have so strong a breath, 
Each night he stinks a queen to death ; 
Yet I shall rather lie in*s arms 
Than yonr's, on any other termii.' 

Quoth he, ^ What Nature can afford 
I shall prodace, upon my word ; 
And if she ever gave that boon 
To man, I'll prove that I have one ; 
I mean by postulate illation. 
When yon shall offer just occasion ; 
But since ye Ve yet denied to give 
My heart, your prisoner, a reprieve. 
But made it sink down to my heel. 
Let that at least your pity feel ; 
And for the sufferings of yonr martyr, 
Give it's poor entertainer quarter ; 
And by discharge, or mamprize, grant 
Delivery from this base restraint.* 

Qnoth she, * I grieve to sec yonr leg 
Stuck in a hole here like a peg, 

VOL. I. I* 
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And if I knew which way to d%% 

(Your honour safe) Td let you out. 

That dames by gaol-delivery 

Of errant kni{!;hts have been set free. 

When by encbaatinent they have been. 

And sonietime»,for it, too, laid in, 

Is that which knights are boond to do 

By order, oathsy and honour too ; 

For what are they renown'd and iamoii» else^ 

But aiding of distressed damosebf- 

But for a lady, no ways errant. 

To free a knight, .we have no warrant 

In any authentical romance, 

Or classic author yet of Fi-anee ; 

And rd be loth to have you break 

An ancient custom for a freak; 

Or innovation introduce 

In place of things' of antique use, 

To free your heels by any course 

I'hat might b' unwholesome to your spurn : 

Which if I should consent unto, 

It is not in my pow'r to do ; 

For 'tis a service must be done ye 

With solemn previous ceremony ; 

Which always has been us'd to' untie 

The charms of those who here do lie: 

For as the ancients heretofore 

To Honour's temple had no door 

But that which thorough Virtoe*s lay ; 

So from this dungeon there's no vray 

To honoured freedom, but by passing 

That other virtuous school of lashing, 

Where knights are kept in narrow lists, 

With wooden lockets 'bout their wrists ; 
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In which they for a while are tenanU) 
And for their ladies suffer penance : 
Whipping, that's Virtue's governess, 
Tutress of arts and sciences, 
That mends the gross mistakes of Natare, 
And puts new life into dull matter, 
That lays foundation for renown. 
And all the honours of the gown : 
This suffered, they are set at laige^ 
And freed with honorable dbcharge ; 
Then, in their robes, the penitentials 
Are straight presented with credentials, 
And in their way attended on 
By magistrates of every town ; 
And all respect and charges paid. 
They're to their ancient seats convey'd. 
Now if you'll venture, for my sake. 
To try the toughness of yoar back. 
And suffer (as the rest have done) 
The laying of a whipping on, 
(And may you prosper iu your suit. 
As yon with equal vigour do*t) 
I here engage myself to loose ye, 
And free your heels from caperdevrsie. 
But since our sex's modesty 
Will not allow I should be by. 
Bring me on oath, a fair account. 
And honour too, when you have don't -, 
And I'll adroit yon to the place 
Yon claim as due in my good grace. 
If matrimony and banging go 
By desfny, why not whipping too? 
What med'cine else can cure the fits 
Of lovers when they lose their wits? 
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Love is a boy, by poets styl'd, 

Then spare the rod, and spoil the child. 

< A Persian emperor^ whipped his graiUMun> 
The sea, his mother Yeniis came on ; 
And hence some reverend men approve , 
Of rosemary ' in making love. 
As skilful coopers hoop their tnbs - . . 

With Lydian and with Phrygian dabs, 
Why may not whipping have as good 
A grace, performed in time and mood, - 
With comely movement, and by art. 
Raise passion, in a lady's heart ? 
It is an easier way to make 
Love by, than tliat which many take. 
Who would Jiot rather suffer whippings 
Than swallow toast of bits of ribbin ? 
Make wicked verses, treats, and fiices,. 
And spell names over with beer-glassesf • • 
Be under vows to liang and die 
Love's sacrifice, and all a lie ? ■' -' 

With Chma-oranges and tarts. 
And whining pkiys, lay baits for hearts? . . ■ 
Bribe chamber-maids with love and JBoaey, - 
To break no roguish jests upon ye? 
For lilies limn*d on cheeks, and roses. 
With painted perfiimes hazard noses? 
Or, venturing to be brisk and wanton, 
Do penance in a paper hinthom? 
All this yon may compound for now, 
By snffermg what I offer you ; 
Which is no more than has been done 
By knights for ladies long agone. 



» Xences. 

' A pan oo ro9 marimWigr im fieir. 
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Did DOt the great La Mancba "^ do so 

For the Infanta Del Toboso? 

Did not the* illostrioos Baasa " make 

Himself a slave for Misse's sake, 

And with ball's pizzle, for her love, 

Was taw*d as gentle as a glove? 

Was not young Florio " sent (to cool 

His flame for Biancafiore) to school, 

Where pedant made his patbic bum 

For her sake soflar martyrdom ? 

Did not a certain htdy whip, 

Of late, her husband's oikh lordship? 

And though a grandee of the House, 

Claw'd him with fundamental blows; 

Tied him stark-naked to a bed-post, 

And iirk'd his bide, as if she 'ad rid post ; 

And after in the- Sessions court, 

Where whipping's Jndg'd, had honour for't?— 

This swear you will perform, and then 

ril set you from tlie* inchanted den, 

And the Magician's circle, clear.' 

Quoth he, * I do profess and swear, 
And will perform what yon enjoin, 
Or may I never see yon mine.* 

* Amen;' (quoth slie) then tum'd about. 
And bid her Squire let him out. 
But ere an artist could be found 
To' undo the charms another bound, 
Hie snn grew low and left the skies, 
Pnt down (some write) by ladies' eyes. 

' AUofiiiic to Don Qalxote's intended pentnoe on the 



" AUadinK to Scndery's romance of ' Ibrahim, the IHu«- 
trions Baita;' translated by Cogan in 1674. 
'f Another French romance supposed. 
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The inooD pull'd oif her veil of tight. 
That hides her face by day from sigiit, 
(Mysterious veil, of brightness made. 
That's both her lustre and her shade) 
And in the lantern of the night, 
With shining horns hung out her light ; 
For darkness is the proper sphere 
Where all false glories use to* appear. 
The twinkling stars began to muster, 
And glittei* with their borrow'd lustre, 
While sleep the wearied world relieved, 
By counterfeiting death reviv'd. 
His whipping penance, till the mom. 
Our votary thought it best to' adjourn. 
And not to carry on a work 
Of such importance in the dark, 
With erring haste, but rather stay, 
And do't in the' open face of day ; 
And in the mean time go in quest 
Of next retreat to take bis rest. 
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PART II. CANTO AL 



THE ARGUMENT. 

The Knight and. Squire iu liot dispnte, 
Within an ajoe uf falling oat. ^ 

Are parted with a sadden fright 
Of strange atarm, VbA stranger sight ; 
With which adveiitaring to stickle, 
They're sent away in nasty pickl«. 



Ti8 Strange how some men's tempers suit 

(like bawd and brandy) witb dispute, 

That for their own opinions stand ikst 

Only to have them daw'd and canva»t ; 

That keep their consciences in cases, 

As fiddlers do their crowds and bases ; 

Ne'er to be ns'd, bat when they're bent 

To play a fit for arj^ment: 

Make true and false, nnjost and just. 

Of no use but to be discnst^ 

Dispute, and set a paradox, 

like a straight boot, upon the stocks, 

And stretch it more nnmercifully 

Than Helmont, Montaigne, White, or Tully, 

80 the' ancient Stoics, in then- porch, 

With fierce dispute maintain'd thctr church, 

Beat out their braius in fight and study, 

To prove that virtue is a bo%, 

That bonum is an animal. 

Made good with sf ont ^leniic brawl ; 
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In Dvhich someliuiidredg on the place 
Were slain ontright, and many a face 
Retrenched of nose, and eyes, and beard, 
To maintain what their sect averr'd. 
All which the Knight and Squire, in wrath. 
Had like to' have suffered for their iaithj 
Each striving to make good his own. 
As by the sequel shall be shown. 

The sun had long since, in the lap 
Of Thetis, taken out his nap. 
And, like a lobster boil'd, tiie mom 
From black to red began to turn ; 
When Hudibras, whom tbeughts and aking 
'Twixt sleeping kept, all night, and waking. 
Began to rub his drowsy eyes, 
And from his conch prepared to rise. 
Resolving to dispatch the deed 
He vow'd to do with trosty speed : 
But first, with knocking load and bawliqg^ 
He rouz'd the Sqaire, in truckle loUing: 
And 9fter many circumstances 
IVhich Tulgar authors in romances 
Do use to spend their time and wits cm. 
To make impertinent descriptioB, 
They got (witli much ado) to horse, - 
And to the Cattle bent their course. 
In which he to the Dame before 
To suffer whipping-doty swore : 
Where now arrived, and half unhamest, '^ 
To carry on the work in earnest, 
He stopp'd, and paus'd upmi the sudden. 
And with a serious forehead plodding, 
Sprung a new scruple in his head, 
Wliich first he scratched, and after said ; 

Digitized by Google 



Ctrnh 2. HUDIBRA8. ihS 

< Whether it be direct infringing 

An oath ',1^1 should wave this swinging, 

And what I've sworn to bear forbear. 

And so b* equivocation swear ; 

Or whether 't be a lesser sin 

To be foresworn, than act the thing. 

Are deep and subtle points, which musty 

To inform Conscience, be diseust; 

lo which to err a tittle may 

To errors infinite make way : 

And tbereibre I desire to know 

Thy judgment, ere we Anther go.' 

Quoth Ralpho, * Since you do hijoin't, 
I shall enlarge upon the point ; 
And, for my own part, do not doubt 
The* affirmative may be made out. 
But first, to state the case aright, 
For best advantage of our light ; 
And thdstis; <• Whether 't be a sin 
To daw sthd corry^yonr own skin, 
Greater or less, than to forbear. 
And- that you are forsworn forswear." 
But first, o' th' first : , The inward man, 
And outward, -like- a clan and clan % 

> Tbis dialogue between Hudibras and Ralpb sets before 
ns the hypocriiy and Tillany of all parties of tbe Rebels 
with regard to oatb& ; what equivocations and evasions they 
made use of, to account for the many perjuries they were 
daily gnilty of, and the several oaths they readily took, and 
as readily broke, nierely as tbey found it suited their inte- 
rest. Archbishop Bramball says. ' That the hypocrites of 
those times, though they magnifled tbe obligation of an oath, 
yet in their own case dispensed with all oaths, civil, mili- 
tary, and religions. We are now told (says be) that tbe 
oaths we have taken are not to be examined according to 
the interpretation of men : No! How then ' Surely accord- 
I ing to ihe interpretation of devils/ 

* Alluding to the outrages committed nbnn Mch other by 
the clans In Scotland. *^®" ** 
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Have always been at dagi^re-drawii^. 

And one another clapper-clawing; 

Not that tliey really cuff or fence, 

Bnt in a spiritual mystic sense ; 

Which to mistake, and make 'em squabble 

In literal fray 's abominable: 

*Ti8 Heathenish, in frequent use 

With Pagans and apontate Jews^ 

To ofier sacrifice of Bridewells, 

like modem Indians to their idols ; 

And mongrel Christians of our times, 

That expiate less with greater crimes, 

And call the fool abomination 

Contrition and mortiiication. 

Is't not enough we 're bmis'd and kicked. 

With sinful members -of the Wicked ; 

Our vessels, that are sanctMed, 

Profan'd, and curry'd back and side; 

Bnt we must elaw oarselves with shamelkl 

And Heathen stripes, by theur example? 

Which (were there nothing to forbid it) 

Is impious, because they did it : 

This, therefore, may be justly reckon'd 

A heinous sm. Now to the second ; 

^ That Saints may claim a dispensation 

To swear and forswear on occasion," 

I doubt not but it will appear 

With pregnant light : tlie point is clear. 

Oaths are but words, and words but wind ; 

Too feeble implements to bind ; 

And hold with deeds proportion, so 

As shadows to a substance do. 

Then when they strive for place, 'tis fit 

The weaker vessel should submit 
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Altbongh yonr Church be opposite 

To oars, as Bhick-friars are to White, 

In rale and order, yet I grant 

Yon are a Reformado saint ; 

And what the Saints do claim as doCt 

You may pretend a title to :^ 

Bat Saints, whopa oaths and vows oblige^ 

Know little of their privilege ; 

Farther (I mean) than carrying on 

Some self«dvantage of their own : 

For if the Devil, to serve his turn, 

Can tell troth, wliy the Saints should scorn. 

When it serves theirs, to swear and lie, 

I think there's little reason why : 

Eke he 'as a greater power than they« 

Which 'twere impiety to say. 

We 're not commanded to forbear 

Indefinitely, at all to swear ; 

Bat to swear idly, and in vain. 

Without self-interest or gain : 

For breaking of an oath and lying, 

Is bat a kind />f self-denying, 

A saint-like virtue ; and from hence 

Some have broke oaths by Providence ^ : 

Some, to the glory of the Lord, 

Perjnr'd themselves, and broke their word ; 

And this the constant rale and practice 

Of all oar late Apostles' acts is. 



' When it iqu first moved in tbe House of Commons to 
proceed capitally against the Kin?. Cromwell stood up and 
told tbem, ' Tliat if any man moved tliis with design^ be 
should think him the greatest traitor in the world ; but 
since Providence and necessity had cast them upon it, be 
slioald pray to God to bless their counsels.' 
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Was not the Canse at first begun 

With peijory, and carried on? 

Was there an oath the Godly took, 

Bnt in due time and place they broke ^ ? 

Did we not brines our oaths in first, 

Before our plate, to have them bnrst, 

And cast in fitter models, for 

The present use of Church and War? 

Did not our Worthies of the House, 

Before they broke the peace, break vows? 

For having freed us, first from both 

Tlie* Alleg*ance and Suprem'cy oath, 

Did they not next compel the nation. 

To take, and break the Protestation? 

To swear, and after to recant. 

The Solemn League and Covenant? 

To take the' Engagement S and disclaim it, 

Enforc'd by those who first did frame it ? 

Did they not swear, at first, to fight 

For the King's safety, and his right? 

And after march'd to find him out, 

And charged him home with horse and fbot ; 

Bnt yet still had the confidence 

To swear it was in his defiance ? 

Did they not swear to live and die 

With Essex ^ and straight laid him by? 

* A sneer upon many of the members of the assembly of 
divines, who bad taken two several oaths to maintain that 
Church Kovernment, which the Covenant obliged them to 
exUrpate. 

* By the Engagement, every man was to swear to be tme 
tiid faithftil to the Government established without a %ln% 
or House of Peers; 

^ The two Hopses voted that the Earl of Essex should be 
<9eiienil of their Army, and that tbey would live and die with 
him. They afterwards cashiered him of his command. 
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If that were all, for some have swore 

As &lse as they, if th' did no more. 

Did they not swear to maintain Law, 

In which that swearinf; made a flaw ? 

For Protestant religion vow, 

That did that vowing disallow? 

For Privilege of Parl'ament, 

In vrhich that swearing made a rent? 

And since, of all the tliree, not one 

Is left in being, 'tis well known* 

Did they not swear, in express words, 

To prop and back the House of Lords? 

And after tuni'd oat the whole houseful! 

Of Peers ^, as dangerous and unusetnl. 

So Cromwell, with deep oaths and vows. 

Swore all the Commons out o' tb' House ; 

Vow'd that the Redcoats would disband, 

Ay, marry would they, at their command ; 

Aad troU'd them on, and swoi-e, and swore. 

Till the* Army tam'd them out of door '. 

This tells us pbunly what they thought. 

That oaths and swearing go for nought. 

And that by them th' were only meant 

To serve for an expedient. 

What was the Public Faith found out for. 

But to slur men of what they fought for? 

The Public Faith, which every one 

Is bound to' observe, yet kept by none ; 

And if that go for nothing, why 

Should Private Faith have such a tie? 



1 This they literally did, after the King was beheaded. 
8 Allading to the scclHSioa of the sretteit part of the 
members in 1648. 
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Oaths were not porpoft*d, more tiian law, 
To keep the Good and Just in awe, 
Bat to confine the Bad and Sinful, 
Like mortal cattle in a pinfold. 
A Sainf s of the' heavenly realm a Peer ; 
And as no Peer is bound to swear, 
But on the Gospel of his Honour, 
Of which he may dispose, as owner. 
It follows, though the thing be forg'ry, 
And false, th' affirm it is no peij*ry. 
Bat a mere ceremony> a'nd a breach 
Of nothing but a form of speech. 
And goes for no more when 'tis took, 
Than mere saluting of the Book. 
Suppose the Scriptnres are of force, 
They're but commissions ' of coarse ; 
And Saints have freedon to digress. 
And vary from 'em, as they please ; 
Or misinterpret them by private 
Instructions, to all aims they drive at. 
Then why should we ourselves abiidge. 
And curtail our own privilege P 
Quakers (that, like to lanterns, bear 
Their light within 'em) will not swear ; 
Their Gospel is an Accidence, 
By which they construe Conscience, 
And hold no sin so deeply red 
As that of breaking Prisdan's '^ head, 
(The head and founder of their order. 
That stirring hats held worse than murder) 

A Mtire oil the liberty taken by tbe Parliament ofllcer»« 
of varying from their commiMlon, on pretence of prfvate 
Instioctioni. 

" 1^ AllniliBg to their use of Tkau for you. Priaclaa was 
a noted grammarian. 
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These thinking they're obliged to troth 

In swearing, will not take an oath : 

like mules, who if they 'ave not their will 

To keep their own pace, stand stock-still : 

But they are weak, and little know 

What free-born Consciences may do. 

'Tis the temptation of the devil 

That makes all hnman actions evil ; 

For Saints may do the same things by 

The Spirit, in sincerity, 

AHiich other men are tempted to. 

And at the devil's instance do, 

And yet the actions be contrary, 

Just as the Saints and Wicked vary. 

For as on land there is no beast 

Bot in some fish at sea's exprest ; 

So in the Wicked there's no vice 

Of which the Saints have not a spice ; 

And yet that thing that's pions in 

The one, in t' other is a sin. 

Is't not ridiculous and nonsense, 

A Saint shoakl be a slave to Conscience, 

That ought to be above snch fancies. 

As far as above Ordinances? 

She's of the wicked, as I guess, 

B' her looks, her language, and her dress: 

And though, like constables, we search 

For false wares one another's Chnrch ; 

Yet all of us hold this for true, 

No faith is to the Wicked due ". 

The truth is precious and divine, 

Too rich a pearl for carnal swine.' 

" This was au old popbh doctrine : Nulla fides servanda 
Hacreticis. 
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Qaotii Hodibraa> < All this i%troe ; 
Yet 'tis not fit that all men knew 
Those mysteries and revelations ; 
And therefore topical evasions 
Of subtle turns and shifts of sense, 
Serve best with th' Wicked for pretjenc!^, ... 
Snob as the learned Jesuits use. 
And Presbyterians, for excuse 
Against the Protestants, when th' happen 
To find their Churches taken napping: 
As thus ; A breach of Oath is duple,. 
And either way admits a scruple, 
And may be ex parte of the maker, 
Mbre criminal than the' injur'd taker; 
For he that strains too fiir a vow. 
Will break it, like an o'er^bent bow, 
And he that made, and forc'd it, broke it, 
Not he that for Convenience took it. _. 
A broken oath is, qfwtenua oath,, . 
As sound to' all purposes of troth. 
As broken laws are ne'er tlie worse. 
Nay, till they're broken have no force. . 
What's Justice to a man, or laws, 
That never comes within their claw9? 
They have no poWr, but to admonish ;. 
Cannot control, coerce, or punish. 
Until they're broken, and then touch 
Those only that do make 'em such. 
Beside, no' engagement is allow'd 
By men in prison made for good ^ . _, 
For when they're set at liberty, , . ^ 

They're from th' engagement too 9et free. . 
The Rabbins write, " When any Jew 
Did make to God or man a vow, 
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Which afterwards he found untoward, 

And stnbbom to be kept, or too hard. 

Any three other Jews o* th' nation 

Might free him from the obligation i** 

And have not two Saints pow'r to use 

A greater privilege than three Jews? 

The court of Conscience, which in man 

Should be supreme and soveran, 

Is't fit should be subordinate 

To every petty court !' tb' state, 

And have less power than the lesser, 

To deal with peijnry at pleasure? 

Have its proceedings disallow'd, or 

AUow'd, at fancy of pie-powder 'V 

Tell all it does, or does n«t kdow, 

For swearing as officio? 

Be forc'd toMmpeach a broken hedge, 

And pigs nnring'd at vis', franc, pledge '^? 

Discover thieves, and bawds, recusaiits, 

iPriests, witches, eves-droppers, and nu'saoce; 

Tell who did play at games nnbiwfhl, 

And who fill'd pots of file but half-foil ; 

And have no pow'r at all, nor shift, 

To help itself at a dead Uft ? 

Why should not Conscience have vacatiop 

As well as otlier Courts o' tfa' nation ; 

Have equal power to adjourn, 

Appoint appearance and return ; 

And make as nice distinction serve 

To split a case, as those that carve, 

» A pie.fMwder court is still held in Smlthaeld durins 
/fiartbolomew Ikir, tor redress disorders committed therelH. 

^' Vitas rranciplegii: a pledg'e or saretj for fl-eemeD. 
^OL. I. M 

Digitized by VjL;«^;VHC 



162 HUDIBKAS. Part 2. 

Invoking cuckolds* names, hit Joints>? 
Why should not tricks as slight, do points? 
Is not til' High-court of Justice sworn 
To judge that law that serves, then* turn ? 
. Make their own jealousies high-treason. 
And fix 'em whomsoe'er they please on ? 
Cannot the learned Counsel tliere 
Make hiws in any shape appear? 
Mould 'em as witches do their day, 
When they make pictures to destroy ; 
And vex 'em into any form 
That tits their purpose to do barm ? 
Rack 'em until they do confess. 
Impeach of treason whom they pleiise. 
And most perfidiously condemn 
Those that engag'd their lives for them I 
And yet do nothing in their own sense. 
But what th^y ou|^t by Oathand Conscience, 
Can they not juggle, and with slight 
Conveyance, play with wrong and right ; 
And sell their blasts of wind as dear 
As Lapland witches bottled air? 
Will not Fear, Favour, Bribe, and Grudge, 
The same case several ways acgndge? 
As seamen with the selfsame gale 
Will several different courses sail ; 
As when the sea breaks o'er its bounds. 
And overflows the level grounds, 
rhose banks and dams, that, like a screen, 
Did keep it out, now keep it iq ; 
So when tyrann'cal usurpation 
Invades the freedom of a nation, 
•The laws o* tli' land, tliat were intei)(|e4 
To keep it ortt, arie made defend it. 
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Does not in Chancery every man swear 

What makes best for him in his answer? 

Is not the winding up witnesses, 

And nicking, more than half the business ? 
' For witnesses, like watches, go 

Jiist as they're set, too iast or slow, 

And where in Conscience they're straight-kic'd, 

"lis ten to one that side is cast. 

Do not your Juries give their verdict 

As if they ielt the cause, not heard it? 

And as they please, make matter o* fact 

Run all on one side, as they're packt? 

Nature has made man's breast no windows, 

To publish what he does within doors -, 

Nor what dark secrets there inhabit. 

Unless his own rash folly blab it. 

If Oaths can do a man no good 

In his own business, why they shou'd 

In other matters do him hurt, 
^ I think there's little reason for^t. 

He that imposes an Ofth makes it, 

Not he that for Convenience takes it: 

Then how can any man be^^ 

To break an oath he never made ? 

These reasons may perhaps look oddly 

To th' Wicked, though they* evince the Godly j 

But if they will not serve to clear 

My honour, I am ne'er the near. 

Honour is like that glassy bubble, 

Thait finds philosophers such trouble^ 

Whose least part crackt, the whole does fly, 

And wits are crackt to find oot why.' 
Quoth Ralpho, < Honour's but a word 

Tq swear l^y, Qoly in a Lord : 
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In other men 'tis but a huff 

To vapoiif with, instead of proof, 

That, like a wen, looks big and swells, 

Is senseless, and jnst nothing else.' 

* Let it,' quoth he, < be what it will, 

It has the world's opinion still. 

Bat as men ar^ not wise that run 

The slightest hazard they may shun, 

There may a medium be found out 

To clear to all the world the doubt ; 

And that is, if a man may do't, 

By proxy whipt, or. substitute/ 

' Though nice and dark the pomt appear/ 
Ouoth Ralph, ' it may hold up, add clear. 
That Sinners may supply the place 
Of suffering Saints, is a phiin case* 
Justice gives sentence, many times, 
On one man for another's crimes. 
Our Brethren of New-Engkind use 
Choice male^tors to excuse. 
And hang the guiltless in their st^ad, 
Of whom the Churches have less need ; 
As lately 't happen'd : — In a town 
There liv'd a Cobbler, and but one. 
That out of Doctrine could cut Use, 
And mend men's fives as well as shoes. 
This precious Brother bavmg slain. 
In tunes of peace, an liodian, 
Not out of malice, but mere zeal, 
(Because he was an Infidel) 
The mighty Tottipottymoy 
Sent to our Elders an envoy, 
Comphiinmg sorely of the breach 
Of league, held forth by Brother Patch, 
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Against the articles in force 

Between both Churches, bis and onrsy 

For which be crav'd the Saints to render 

Into his hands, or hang, the' offender; « . • . < 

Bot they matnrely having weigh'd 

They bad no more but him o' th' trade> 

(A man that serv'd tliem in a double 

Capacity, to teach and cobble) 

Resolv'd to spare him ; yet to do 

The Indian Hogban Mogfaan too 

Impartial justice, in his stead did 

Hang an old Weaver that was bed-rid.-* 

Then wherefore may not yon be skipkl, 

And in your room another whipp'd ? 

For all philosophers, but the Sceptic, 

Hold whipping may be sympathetic' 

< It is enough,' quoth Uudibras, 
* Thou hast resolv'd and clear'd tlie case; 
And canst, in Conscience, not refuse, - 
From tliy own Doctrine to raise Use ; 
I know thoii wilt not (for my sake) 
Be tender-conscienc'd of thy back : 
Then strip thee of thy carnal jerkin^ 
And give thy outward-fellow a ferking; 
For when thy vessel is new lioop'd, 
All leaks of sinniug will be stop'd.' 

Quoth Ralpho, < Yon mistake the matter^ 
For, in all scruples of this nature, i 

No man includes himself, nor turns 
The point upon his own concerns. 
As no man of his own self catcfoes 
The itch, or amorous French ach^ « 
So no man does himself convince, 
By his own doctrine, of his sins ; 
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And tbongli all ciy down self, none means 

His own self in a literal sense : 

Besides, it is not only foppish, 

Bot vile, idolatrous, and Popish, 

For one man out of bis o^n skin 

To frisk and whip another's sin ; 

As pedants out of school-boy's breeclies 

Do claw and curry their own itches. 

But in this case it is profane, 

And sinful too, because in vain ; 

For we must take our Oaths upon it 

Yon did the deed, when I have done it.' 

Quoth Hndibras, < That's answer'd soon ; 
Give us the whip, we'll lay it on.' * 

Quoth Ralpho, < That we may swear true, 
'T were properer that I whipp'd you ; 
For when with your consent 'tis done, 
The act is really your own.' 

Quoth Hudibras, < It is in vain 
(I see) to argue 'gainst the grain. 

Or, like the stars, incline men to 

What they're averse themselves to do: 

For when disputes are wearied out, 

'Tis interest still resolves the doubt : 

But since no reason can confute ye, 

I'll try to force you to your duty ; 

For so it is, howe'er yon mince it. 

As, ere we part, I shall evince it ; 

And curry (if you stand out) whether 

You will or no, your stubborn leather. 

Canst tliou refuse to bear thy part 

I' th' public Work, base as thou art? 

To higgle thus for a few blows. 

To gain thy Knight an op'lent spouse. 
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Whose wealth his bowels yearn to purchase, 

Merely for the* interest of the Charches? 

And when he has it in his claws, 

Will not be hide-bound to the Cause : 

Nor shalt thou find him a curmudgeon, 

If thou dispatch it without grudging: 

If not, resolve, before we go. 

That you and I must pull a crow/ 
< Ye 'ad best,' quoth Ralpho, < as the Ancients 

Say wisely, Have a care o* th' main chance, 

And Look before you ere you leap; ^ 

For As you sow, ye're like to reap : 

And were y' as good as George-a-Gfrreen, 

I should make bold to turn again ; 

Nor am I doubtful of the issue 

In a just quarrel, and mine is so. 

Is't fitting for a man of honour 

To whip the Saints, like Bishop Bonner? 

A Kniglit t' usurp the Beadle's office. 

For which y' are like to raise brave trophies? 

But I advise you (not for fear, 

But tor your own sake) to forbear, 

And for the Churches, which may chance, 

From hence, to spring a variance. 

And nuse among themselves new^scrupleSy 

Wliom common danger hardly couples. 

Remen^r how in arms and politics 

We still have worsted all your holy tricks; 

Trepann'd your Party with intrigue. 

And took your Grandees down a peg ; 

New-modell'd tlie* Army, and casbicv'd 

All that to Legion Smec adher*(\ . 

Made a mere utensil o* your Ck 'w»;i, 

And after left it in the lurch 5 ^^ 
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A scaffold to boild up our own, 

And when we 'ad done with 't puli'd it down; 

Capoch*d '^ yoitr Rabbins of the Synod, 

And snap'd their Canons with a Why-not ; 

(Grave Synod-men, that were rever'd 

For solid face^ and depth of beard) ' - * 

l%eir Chissic model prot'd a maggoty 

'fheir Direct'ry an Indian pagod ; 

And drown'd their Discipline like a kitteiv 

On which they 'ad been so long a sitting; 

Decried it as a holy cheats 

GrQwn oat of date and obsolete, 

And all the Saints of the 6rst grass. 

As castling foals of Balaam's ass.' 

At this the Knight grew high in chafe,. 
And, staruig fariously on Ralph, 
He trembled and loo^'d pale with ire^ 
like ashes frst, then red as fire:—* 
^ Have I,' quoth he, ' been ta'en in ^f^ty 
And for so many moons lain by't, 
And when all other means did &il, 
Have been exchan^d for tubs of aleP 
Not but they thought me worth a ransom 
Much more consid'rable and handsome^ 
But for their own sakes, and for fear 
They were. not safe when I was there;. 
Now to- be baffled by a scoundrel. 
An upstart Sect'ry, and a mongrel. 
Such as breed out of peccant humours 
Of our own Church, like wens or tumours^. 
And, like a maggot in a sore. 
Would that which gave it life devour; 

» Capoeh'd ligniAet hooded, ot UintifoUM^ 
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It never sfaall be done or said :'-* 

With that he seiz'd upon his blade ; ., . , 

And Ralpho too, as quick and bold, . ,. 

Upon his basket-fayt laid hold, 

With equal readiness' prepared. 

To draw and stand upon his guard ; 

When both were parted on the sudden^ 

With hideous clamour, and a loud one^ 

As if all sorts of noise had been 

Contracted into one loud din ; 

Or that some member to be chosen. 

Had got the odds above a thousand; 

And by the greatness of his noise, 

Prov*d fittest for his country's choice. 

This strange surprisal put the Knight 

And wratib^ Squire into a fright ; 

And though they stood prepar'd, with fatal 

Impetuous rancour^ to join battle, 

Both thought it was the wise&t course 

To wave the fight, and mount to horsey 

And to secure, by swifV retreating. 

Themselves firom danger of worse beating^^ 

Yet neither of them would disparage, 

By utt'ring of his mind, his courage, 

Hliich made 'em stoutly keep their ground>, 

With horror and disdain wind-bound. 

And now the cause of all their fear 

By slow degrees approached so near, 

They might distinguish different noise 

Of horns, and pans, and dogs, and boyt,. 

And kettle-drums, whose sullen dub 

Sounds like the hooping of a tub. 

But when the sight appeared in view» 

Ihey found it was an antique shew ; 
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A triumph that, for pomp and state, 

Did proadest Romans emnlate : 

For as the Aldermen of Rome 

Their foes at training overcome, -. 

And not enlarging territory, 

(As some, mistaken, write in story) 

Being mounted in their best array, 

Upon a car, and who but they ? 

And folldw'd with a world of tall lads, 

That merry ditties'trotrd, and ballads, 

Did ride with many a Good-morrow, 

Crying, * Hey for our town,' through the Borough ; 

So when this triumph drew so nigh, 

They might particulars descry, 

They never saw two things so pat. 

In all respects, as this and that. 

First, he that led the cavalcade 

Wore a sow-gelder*s flagellet, 

On which he blew as strong a levet 

As well-fee'd lawyer on his brev'ate. 

When over one another's heads 

They charge (three ranks at once) tike Swedes. 

Next pans and kettles of all keys, 

From trebles down to double base; 

And after them, npon a nag, 

That might pass for a forehand stag, 

A Comet rode, and on his staff 

A smock displayed did proudly wave ; 

Then bagpipes of the loudest drones, 

With snnfflbig, broken-winded tones, . 

Whose blasts of air, in pockets shut, 

Sound filthier than from the gut. 

And make a viler noise than swine, 

In wuidy weather, when they whine. 
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Next one upon a pair of panniers, 

Full fraught with that which, for good mannerSy 

Shall here be nameless, mixt with grains, 

Which he dispensed among the swains, 

And busily apon the crowd 

At random roand about bestow'd. 

Then, mounted on a homed horse, 

One bore a gauntlet and gilt spurs, 

Tied to the pnmrnel of a long sword 

He held reverst, the pomt tum'd downward ; 

Next after, on a rawbon*d steed, 

The conqueror's Standardl>earer rid, 

And bore aloft before the champion 

A petticoat display'd, and rampant ; 

Near whom the Amazon triumphant 

Bestrid her beast, and on the rump on*t 

Sat f^ce to tail, and bum to bnm. 

The warrior whilpm overcome, 

Ann*d with a spindle and a distaff. 

Which as he rode she made him twist off; 

And when he loiter'd, o'er her shoulder 

Chastiz'd the reformado soldier. 

Before the dame, and round about, 

March'd whifflers, and staffiers on foot, 

With laekeyst grooms, valets, and pages. 

In fit and proper equipages ; 

Of whom some torches bore, some links> 

Before the proud virago minx, 

That was both Madam, and a Don, 

Like Nero's Sporus, or Pope Joan ; 

And at fit periods the whole rout 

Set up their throats with clamorous shout. 

The iiiught, transported, and the Squire^ 

Put up their weapons, and their ire ; 
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And Hadibras, who ns^d to ponder 4 
On 8uch flights with judicious wonder^ ' 
-Could hold no longer to impart 
His an'madversionsy for his heart. 

Quoth he, * In all my life, till now 
I ne'er saw so profiine a show ; 
It is a Paganish invention, 
Which Heathen writers often mention ; 
And he who made it had read Goodwin *^, 
Or Ross *^ or Caelius Rbodogine, 
Witli all the Grecian Speeds and Stows, 
That best describe those ancient shows; 
And has observ'd all fit decorums * 
We find described by old historians : 
For as the Roman conqueror. 
That put an end to foreign war, 
Entering the town in triumph for it, 
Bore a slave with him in his chariot; 
So this insulting female brave 
Carries, behind her here, a slave : 
And as the Ancients long ago, * 
When they in field defied the foe. 
Hung out their mantles de Id guerre, 
So her proud Standard-bearer here 
Waves on his spear, in dreadfiil manner, 
A Tyrian petticoat for banner. 
Next links and torches, heretofore 
Still borne before the emperor : 
And, as in antique triumphs, eggs 
Were borne for msrstical intrigues ; 

i« Goodwin wrote aa ExpotitloD of Roman ADtiqnitiet. 

1' Alexander Rom pabliabed many tracts, and amouf 
tbem Arcana Microcosnil. 

ib. Ladoviotti Caellas Rtaodiginoe printed Antlquae Lee- 
tioDei, aud was matter to tbc elder Scalifer. 
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There's one in truncheon, like aladle. 
That carries eggs too, fresh or addle ; 
And still at random, as he goes. 
Among the rabble-rout bestows/ 

Qooth Ralpho, ' You mistake the matter ; 
For all Itie' antiquity you smatter 
Is but a riding us'd of course, 
When The grey mare*s tlie better horse ; 
When o^er the breeches greedy women 
Fight, to extend their vast dominion, 
And in tlie cause impatient Grisel 
Has dmbb'd her husband with bull's ptzzle, 
And brought him under covert-baron '^, 
To torn her vassal with a murrain ; 
When wives their sexes shift, like hares. 
And ride their husbands, like night-mares, 
And they in mortal battle vanquished, 
Are of their charter disenfranchised. 
And by the right of war, like gills, 
Condemned to distaff, horns, and wheels : 
For when men by their wives are cow^d, 
Their boms of course are understood.' 

Quoth Hndibras, < Thou still giv'st sentence 
Impertinently, and against sense : 
lis not the least disparagement 
To be defeated by the' event, 
Nor to be beaten by main force ; 
That does not make a man the worse, 
Although his shoulders with baton 
Be chiw'd and cudgell'd to some tune. 
A tailor's 'prentice has no hard 
Measure, thaf s bang'd withm true yard : 

17 Covert-baron is the sUte of a woman under the power 
^flier.liasband. 
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But to turn tail, or run away, 

And without blows give up the day ; 

Or to surrender ere the' assault, 

That's no man's fortune, but his .fault; 

And renders men of honour less 

Than all the' adversity of success; 

And only onto such thb sliew 

Of horns and petticoats is due. 

There is a lesser profanation, 

like that the Romans call'd Ovation : 

For as ovation was allow'd 

For conquest purchas'd without blood; 

So men decree those lesser shows 

For victory gotten without blows, 

By dint of sharp hard words, which some 

Give battle with, and overcome ; 

These mounted in a chair-curule, 

Which Modems call a Cucking-stool, 

March proudly to the river's side, 

And o'er the waves in triumph ride ; 

like Dukes of Venice, who are said 

The Adriatic sea to wed ; 

And have a gentler wife than those 

For whom the state decrees those shows. 

But both are Heathenish, and come 

From th' Whores of Babylon and Rome, 

And by the Saints should be withstood, 

As antichristian and lewd ; 

And we, as such, should now contribute 

Our utmost strugglings to prohibit' 

This said, they both advanc'd, and rode 
A dog-trot through tlie bawling crowd 
To' attack the leader, and still prest, 
Till they approach'd him breast to breast: 
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Then Hudibras, with ftce and liand. 

Made signs for silence ; which obtain'dy 

* What means,* qnoth he, « this dev'l's procession 

Witli men of orthodox profession ? 

Tis ethnic and idolatrous, 

From Heathenism derived to us. 

Does not the Whore of Bablon ride 

Upon her homed Beast astride, 

Like this proud Dame^ who either is 

A type of her, or she of this? 

Are things of superstitious function 

Fit to be us'd m Crospel sunshine? 

It is an antichristian opera, 
Much us'd in midnight times of Popery ; 
Of rumiing after self-inventions 
Of wicked and profane intentions ; 
To scandalize that sex, for scolding, 
To whom the Saints are so beholden. 
Women *^, who were onr first apostles. 
Without whose aid we 'ad all been lost else; 
Women^ that left no stone untum'd 
In which the Cause might be concerned ; 
Brought in their children's spoons and whistles, 
To purchase swords, carbmes, and pistols; 
Their husbands' cullies, and sweethearts, 
To take the Sain^* and Churches' parts ; 

»« The wom«n were zeslooe contriboters to tbe Oood 
Cause, as they called it. Mr. James Howel observes, • That 
uDnsoal voinntary collections were made both In town and 
country; tbe seamstress brought in her silver thimble, the 
chambermaid her bodkin, the coolc her silver spoon, into 
the common treasury of w^r.— And some sort of females 
were freer in their contributions, so far hs t nftit ^^tb their 
rincs and ear-rings, as if some golden \€ were to t>e 
molten and set np to be idolizcrf.' ca" 
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Drew several Oifted Brethren in, 
That for the Bishops would haVe been, 
And fix'd *em constant to the party, 
With motives powerfiil and hearty : 
Their husbands robb'd, and made hard shifts 
To* administer unto their Gifts 
All they could rap, and rend, and pilfer,- 
To scraps and ends of gold and silver ; 
Rub*d down the Teachers, tir'd and spent 
With holding forth for ParPament ; 
Pamper'd and edified then: zeal 
With mari'ow-puddings many a meal : 
Enabled them, virith store of meat. 
On controverted points, to eat ; 
And cramm*d 'em, till their guts did adie. 
With candle, custard, and plum-cake. 
What have they done, or what left undone, , 
That might advance the Canse at London? 
March'd rank and file, with drum and ensign, 
To* intrench the City for defence in : 
Rais'd rampiere with their own soft hands, 
To put the Enemy to stands ; 
From ladies tto^wn to oyster-wenches 
Laboured like pioneers in trenches, 
FalFn to their pick-axes, and tools, 
And helpM the men to dig like moles. 
Have not the handmaids of the City 
Chose of their Members a Committee, 
For raising of a common purse. 
Out of their wages, to raise horse? 
And do they not as Tryers sit, 
To judge what officers are fit '' ? 

'9 * The.Hoose considered, in tbe next place, tlist ditw , 
<*reak pers<m« have crept into places beyond their abUlUMi 
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flit hiiD direct^ o^.Uia eye. 

And ruBiiiiig>di^^fi|.his oJififtk» beun^w^d 

With orangM^vagT' sUm^ Im beanft^ 

Bot beard and slime being o$ onftlu^ 

Tke wound the legsfpoaifAin mw* 

TbeB he thaiton the yeBniew rode» 

Let fly OB t'othe&Mfte.alQad, 

And quickly ^h^rgTfi^jSidn, f^Ttt^fidigr 

In Ralpho^s fiuBeLaaiidMr veiHey. 

The Knight was startled viii tiia taalV 

And for liis sword began 4o fm^y 

And Ralpho, sinbthfir*d «i«h thi\4tiQk> 

Orasp'd his, when eii» that- bow alnl^ 

O* tb' suddea ohipp'dihi^ AuHSBg cndyolt 

Like linstock^ totbblHHBe'ft toacbdnd^; 

And straight! anolher, ivith. hi^flaaihiOM, 

Gave Ralpho o'er, tba ^aaa daoaitfd btar* 

The beasts began t»kq:kfllnd>ilin9r 

And forced the real t» ]Bak«a ring; 

Threngh which lbegr< 4)aii9k^hMiki8. tl^ff «Hg(r 

And brought them ^ff ftoantelbw ^^ 

And tiu^gh disor<jBi^d a»ECt9Qat) 

Each of them stoutfykcf»t bii stat^: 

For quitting both thAar.MEordB f 

They grasp'd with. aai.«hiic;Btiicn9th.t 

Andy to avoid the ibe^piBausly 

With spurring pfjit Ibtfa|*o«llteiio5t> 

aad. t* tbe end tliat men ^f greater p^rts, may be. pn^t int^ 
tbeir rooms, they «pp«hi^ff' the Isatfjr Miidiesex, Mw. 
Dunch, the Lailjj ftyl^r^^AVie Mx^ i^lNif m^mu hy rflit-. 
son of their great exmifme Ml wW>f« >% ^£j^^^^ 
to be a Committee of Trjen for foe bnslD^ss.^ PhrUdma/(fi 
of Ladies, i(Ai. 

▼OL. I. M 
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And tin ail four were out of wind, 
And danger too, ne'er look'd behind. 
After they 'ad paused a while, rapplyiDg 
Their spirits, spent with light and flying> 
And Hndibras lecmited force 
Of longs, for action or discourse ; 

Quoth he, < That man is sure to lose 
That fouls his bands with dirty foes ; 
For where no honour's to be gain'd^ 
Tis thrown away in beuig nuuntain*d : 
'Twas ill for us we had to do 
With so dishon'rable a foe : 
For though the law of arms doth bar 
The use of yenom'd shot in war. 
Yet by the nauseous smell, and noisom. 
Their case-shot savour strong of poison, 
And doubtless have been chew'd with teetk 
Of some that had a stuking breath ; 
Else when we put it to the push, 
They had not giv'n us such a brush : 
But as those poltroons that fling dirt 
Do but defile, but cannot hurt; 
So all the honour they have won, « 

Or we have lost, is much at one. 
*Twas well we made so resolute 
A bi^ave retreat, without pursuit ; 
For if we had not, we had sped 
Much worse, to be ui triumph led ; 
Than which the Ancients held no state 
Of man's life more unfortunate. 
But if this bold adventure e'er 
Do chance to reach the Widow's ear^ 
It may, being destin'd to assert 
Her sex's honour, reach her heart : 
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And SB such homely treats (they say) 
Portend good fortune, so this may. 
Vespasian being daab'd with dirt, 
Was destined to the empire for't; 
And from a scavejiger did come 
To be a mighty prince in Rome : 
Aad why may not this foul addrett 
Presage in love the same success? — 
llien. let ns straight, to cleanae our wounds. 
Advance in quest of nearest ponds ; 
And after (as we 6rst designed) 
Swear I've performed what she enjoin'd.' 



END OF VOL. I. 
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HUDIBRAS. 

PART IL . CANTO III. 



THE AROUM EBTT. 
Tbe Knight, with varioM doubli | 
To win the Lady goes in quest 
Of Sidrophel tbe Rosycrncian, 
To liaow tbe Dest'nies' reaointion; 
With whom b'ing met, they both chop logic 
About tbe science astrologic ; 
Till falling from dispute to flghf, 
The Conjurers worsted by tbe Knight. 



DouBTLSss tfae pleasure is as great 
Of being cheated, as to cheat ; 
As lookers-on feel most delight, 
That least perceive a juggler's sleight, 
And still the less they understand, 
The more th' admire his sleight of hand. 

Some with a noise and greasy light. 
Are snapt, as men catch larks by nighty 
Ensnar'd and hampered by the soul, 
As nooses by the legs catch fowl. 
Some with a med'cine and receipt 
Are drawn to nibble at the bait ; 
And though it be a two foot trout» 
Tis With a single hair pulfd oiit 

VOL. II. B 
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Others believe do yoice to* an organ 

So sweet as lawyer's in his bar-gown, 

Until with sabtle cobweb-cheats 

TheyVe catch'd in knotted law, like nets; 

lo which, when onc^ l^ey arf inihrangled^ 

The more they stir, the more they're tangled ; 

And while their purses ean ^Mspute, 

llicre's no end of the* immortal soit. 
Others stilt gape to* anticipate 

The cabinet-designs of Fate, 

Apply to -wiiards^ to foresee 

What shall, and wliat 4uiM aever be ; 

And as these iwHores 4^ ferhckte, 

Believe events prove bad or good; 

A flam more scsueieiB Ihan the re|^iery 

Of old wrospicy, and aog*ry. 

That eat of garbages ol'caltie 

Presag'd the' events d'trueeor ftattle ; 

From flight of birds, or ebkkej^ pecking^ 

Siiceess of great'st attempts wonld reckon : 

Though cheats^ yet more ifitfJUg;iJ|>le^ 

Than those that with the stai-s do l^t»)§« 

This Hndibras by proof found tni^ 

As in due time and place ^e'U tki^^i 

For he with beard and face Vfisuie ^dftai), 

Being mounted op his steed agaifiy 

(And Ralpho got a cQck4)0fse ipg. 

Upon his beast, wilili nuicbiMio) 

Advanc'd on for the Wi4ow^ )iov9ef 

To' acquit himself and pay .his vo|f«f ; 

When various thoughts bc^ toiwstlt^, 

And with his mward man to jusUe. 

He thought what danger iinght accme^ 

If she should find he swore vmtrw ; 
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Or if his Squire or he dKHiU Aik 

And not be pimctiwl id ti|eir l«lt» 

It might at once the ruip prote 

Both of his honour, fiuth, «ndl kuwt : 

Bot if he should fbrb«tff to 9«, 

She might conclude he 'ud broke iiis t«w.; 

And that he dnrf t not tio«K» for stMimOy 

Appear in court to tiy hii ehiim. 

This vras the pen'worth of hii thought. 

To pass time, and umeu^y troi. 

Quoth he, < In all niy pa»t adventowi 
I ne'er was set so on the tenlen^ 
Or taken tardy with dilcmun. 
That every way I turn dofP hmn me. 
And with mextiim^le 4imbt* 
Besets my pumled wtt« almit; 
For though the D4Me. hid keen my hail, 
To free me firoin WtkMM f«al. 
Yet as a dog, comoi^^led! «lo«9 
For some offence, by ulvuioo breaks loose. 
And quiu hi^ ulog ; bill: 9tt iu vain. 
He still draws 9^r Im bit chiiip ; 
Sk>. thougli my Mkl« (rtie to quitted^ 
My heart continii« slplt (^wroitied; 
And like a h^4, wd uftflioprw'd lorer, 
Although at Iwio^ l wtt bonjidc^er : 
And when I shal^^ipfear iu oourt ' 
To plead my cause, i|q4 i^hww for* t, 
Unless the jui%ft do p^^\ Vf»M^, 
What will becomci of ms find mti ^ 
For if in our account we vary, 
Or tiul ipi df ^umsj^iiM^ miffcarry . 
Or if die put me to strict proof^ 
And make me pull my doublet ^v^w 
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8 HVDIBRA8. Part S. 

To show, by evident record, 

Writ on my skin, I>e kept my word. 

How can I e*er expect to have her. 

Having demnrr'd onto her favoor? 

But fiiith, and love, and honour lost, 

Shall be reduced to' a Knight & th' Post? 

Beside, that stripping may prevent 

What I'm to prove by argument, 

And justify I have a taU, 

And that way, too, my proof may Ail. 

Oh! that I coQld enucleate, 

And solve the problems of my iate ; 

Or find, by necromantic art. 

How &r the Destinies take my part; 

For if 1 were not more than certain 

To win and wear her, and her fortmie, 

I'd go no farther in this courtship. 

To hazard soul, estate, and worship : 

For though an oath obliges not, 

Where any thing is to be got, 

(As thou hast prov'd) yet 'tis profiine. 

And sinful, when men swear in vam.' 

Quoth Ralph, * Not for from hence doth dwell 
A cunning man, hight Sidrophel ', 
Thai deals in Destiny's dark counsels, 
And sage opinions of the Moon sells, 
To whom all people, far and near. 
On deep importances repair : 
When brass and pewter hap to stray, 
And linen slmks out o» the way ; 

» WillUm Lilly, the famoos astrologer of those time*, who 
in hU yearly almanacs foretold victories for the Pnrhament 
with as much certainty as the, preachers did in their ler* 

mons. 
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Canto 5. hudiiiras. 

When geese and pnllen are sednc'd, 
And sows of sncking pigs are diows*dV 
When cattle feel indisposition, 
And need the* opinion of physician ; 
When murrain reigns in hogs or sheep. 
And chickens languish of the pjp ; 
When yeast and outward means do fidU 
And have no power to work on ale ; 
When batter does refuse to come, 
And love proves cross and humonrsome ; 
To him «rith questions, and with urine, 
They for discoveiy flock, or curing.' 

Quoth Hudibras, • This Sidrophel 
I've heard of, and should like it well. 
If thou canst prove the Ssunts have fireedom 
To go to sorcerers when they need 'em/ 

Says Ralpho, * There's no doubt of that ; 
Those principles I quoted late 
Prove that the Godly may allege 
For any thing their privilege, 
And to the dev'l himself may go, 
If they have motives thereunto : 
For as there is a war between 
The dev'l and them, it is no sin, 
If they by subtle stratagem 
Make use of him, as he does tiiem. 
Has not this present Pari'ament 
A ledger to the devil sent, 
Folly impower'd to treat about 
Finding revolted vritcbes out ? 
And has not he, within a year, 
Hang'd threescore of 'em in one shire ^ 
Some only for not being drown'd, 
And some for setting above ground. 
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10 Hun^BBAs* Pmi %. 

Whole days aod kD^;||t»» qpon ik^v, bfreedies. 

And feeling p^ii^ were ba^d for witcbe« \ 

And some for putting kuavisl^ ^ic^ 

Upon green gee«^ and ti^rkey-cback«» 

Or pig!B that «ii4deq(y d^cea^t 

Of griefs unnatnnijly as he gueit ; 

Who after p9SDv'4 h^nself a wit^^ 

And made a rod ^r his own hreecb^. 

IMd not the dev*l ^Mji^ar to Martio 

Lather in Gernmyr ^ l^ain ? 

And wou'd ha^^gqU'd )^In with a trick» 

Bat Mart, was U^ tpo politic 

Did he not help th^ Pu^ to pmrg^ 

At Antwerp, their o^Lt^f^drat churiph? 

Smg c^tcll^ tQ t^e 6aii^ at U^mf^ 

And tell the^ a|4 tl^y <:aiQ^ to a»k lum^ 

Appear in divers «bap^ tp KeUy* 

And speak i' th' No4 of ^i)dop> b«l(y ? 

Meet with the ParrmK^Pt'^ Copipittafi, 

At Woodstock, on a p^rs^^l treiit^ ? 

At Sarum take a cava^e^^ 

r th' Cause's service, jfpiof^i 

As Wither^ in immortal) if^yfi^ 

Has regbter'd to aiter-tj^. 

Do not our great Refo^[|p^n» gf^ 

This Sidrophel to ftm^b^f^ V^VtS) 

To wiite of victories iff^i y^r» 

And castles taken yet i' ^^' air? 

« HopklM, a noted witeh-flnder. ii taU In tew hmag kt 
tkraescore taipectcd wi|D<iC|i to tM gmvc in oii« yctf f tf^ 
some gentlemaii, out ofinoignati^p at bU barDaftiy* Sil^* 
jected him to the waterordeal be bad Inaioled on olfcert. 

9 Wither wat a P«fiiai|(cal o^cer it^ Ibo Pi^l|pKMI 
army; which made hi? poftry de^irieil^ w|t|M>Mt r^S-^r 
reaaon, by Sir John Eknbam, Aafhony Wood, anid owtfoal- 
rageoos loyalisu. ' 
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Of battles foiislit at «e% sod ftbilM 
Sunk two years hence^ the last ecU|N^^ 
A total o'ertlurow giv^ii the King 
In CornwaU, horse and foot, iiext spfii^^ 
And has not he pomt-blank. foretold 
Whats'e'er the Clt^se Committer wouU * i . 
Made Mars and 4Sati}rn €ot the Cause, 
The Moon fi>r fiJOfjiamfntal laws ^' 
The Ram, the Built and Goat, deplarc 
Against the Book of ponu^on^Pfayerr 
The Scorpion take the P^pi^^^POy 
And Bear engage £ur Kefoniuitioii I 
Made all the Royal stars recant^ 
Compound, and t^ tlie Covenant ^ 

Qnoth Hadiiu^ < Thi^ case is pleai' 
The Samts may' e^lpU>y f| ^ojyurer, 
As thou hast prov'd it by th^ir pnietk^ i 
No alignment Hke matter of lact is : 
And we are best of alU^ ^ 
Men's iffi^ipiplfis, liy wlii^t they do. 
Then let us straight adv^nc^ i|» BH^ 
Of this profoond ^i^iasophisi. 
And as tbe Fates 99^ be Mlvis^ 
Pursue, or wave this enterprise.' 
This said, he tnm'd about his steed, 
And^fUoons on thef adventure rid ; 
Vbere 1^T§ we him 4p4 iU)p^ a while, 
A«d to the ooi^urer tun oiur f^k. 
To let qnr reader anderstand 
IJliafa PsM of |»iin befor64Hw4« 

* Tl^e Piirllaipeiit took a sore way tP leciurt all pr»f»beci^« 
Sirp4f|ia,M«l|i^J|afk-fe|K>rt« tpasi itan, ifi fiivour ort<>«ir 
f^m^fimf»»\j SMolaHiiy a liccBce tb^owlvcs. aad pro- 
hiMmTae siia^wnl svich ^ks if aaUcemcd. %N>k«r w^ 
tbdr astrolofiad agaat. 
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a HtJDIBRAS. - Pltrt 2: 

•He had beett long towards mathematics, 

Optics, philosophy, and statics, 

Magic, horoscopy, astrology, 

And was old dog at physiology ; 

But as a dog that turns the spit 

Bestirs himself, and plies his feet 

To climb the wheel, but all in vain, 

His own weight brings him down agam, 

And still he's in the selfsame place 

Where at his setting out he was ; 

So in the circle of the arts 

Did he advance his natural parts. 

Till felling back still, for retreat. 

He fell to juggle, cant, and cheat : 

For as those fowls that live in water 

Are never wet, he did but smatter ; 

Whatever he labour'd to appear. 

His understanding still was clear ; 

Yet none a deeper knowledge boastid, 

Since old Hodge Bacon, and Bob Grosted '. 

Th' intelligible world he knew. 

And all men dream on't, to be true ; 

That in this world there's not a wart 

That has not there a counterpart ; 

' Roger Bacon, commoiily called Friar Bacon^ lived Ja 
the reign of onr Edward I. and for some litU$ sk^ll he hail 
in the mathematics, was by the rabble acconnted a conjarer, 
and had the sotUsb stoiy of the Brazen* Head fttheicd uptm, 
him by the ignorant Monks of those days. 

lb.] Robert Grosted was Bishop of Lincoln; j4. D. 1^235. 
* He was suspected by theclerey to be a conjnrer; for which 
crime (Butler's notes observe) he was deprived by Pope In- 
nocent IV. and summoned to appear at Rome.' But thU is a 
mistake ; for the Pope's antipathy to him was oceatloiied 
by his fhinkly expostulating with him, (both personally, alid 
by letter,) on his encroachments upon the English church 
and monarchy. 
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Nor can there on Dia fape.9f j|r|»)ui|l 

An individoal beard befp(^ld, 

That has not, in tf^^.fpri^igp ^^iqd^ 

A fellow of the self-93pie ^bi^P ; 

So ^t, so i^^lftor'd, a^d po cuf li^l. 

As those^ij^ w.ti^\ii|fer^t' vvgr^. 

He 'ad read De^'a-^ prei^peis jitefofe, 

Th<e PeY41,/Mid .£f^ci|dy o'^ apd p*er ; 

And all the' i^f^^;tffiKt hUn^JLj^llSI. 

Lescns ^ and the' ,l^j^rf»r,,w.oitld .(e|I ye.: 

Bat with the moon,)Mra9.more/am>U^r 

Than e*er wa^ ajiii|9i^i^.firp|l^ywill«r ; 

Her secrets undei:a^i^pd,|p c^i|r, 

That some.li^Kl^v^fl^.bad befna ti^Sfi; 

&new when shotin^fii^t^^epd 

For cutting corqs, j>r,JMliiig blood ; 

When fer^a^inj4nS;9P^b8 qrjtfjjjgs, 

Or t» the bai)i^^p)jf|ng.leec|ies; 

When sows and bitches may (M^*fgf|y'^9 

And in wb^tiflgo tt^M. ^d§r*»im^; 

Whether the w^ei|i>ey,Qr.j|i(;rQ^y 

Best to s^0M;iic» 9r ^{v pease ; 

Who first fom^,^t:\ilfi,m^n^\th'nfff^ 

That to the Aw^ts>w^Mff)(i|9!^ i 

How many du^^^Aoari8,,fiiid pf^^ 

Are in the planetary/igli^j^; 

Their airy enapH^^^jsnfmiMl^ 

Their several ftce^gthsJ^y^s^^^lAcb 

What iacti(^tllKgr^l{e„f^,WlV»t,1tMiy 4^1^ »t 

In public vogne, 5H-j|ifbllMPrfiiiinilfi^ 

' Dee wu a Welthmaii, sad edoeated af <hif<inl. icJiere 

parts, in quk$t ofcheniiilry, &c. 

7 Alberttts Utcus, sMkf, «r Alatco, Prtnce P«latin«; vf 
^<»Uiad« cooceraed^wltfe^^MeiuuliKifeaK.' *• > '- « 

VOL. II. C 
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14 HUl>IBAAg. Part 2. 

With what designs and interests 

Each party manages contests. 

He made an instrument to know 

If the moon shine at full or no ; 

Tliat would, as soon as e'er she shone, straight 

Whether 'twere day or night demonstrate; 

Tell what her4'ameter to' an inch is, 

And prove that she's not made of green cheese* 

It wonld demonstrate, that the man in 

The moon's a sea Mediterranean ; 

And that it is no dog nor bitch 

That stands tiehind him at his breech, 

But a huge Caspian sea, or lake. 

With arms, which men for legs mistake ; 

How large a gulf his tail composes, 

And what a goodly bay his nose is ; 

How many German leagues by the' scale 

Cape Snout's from Promontory Tail. 

He made a'pUnetary gin, 

Which rats would run theur own heads in. 

And come on purpose to be taken, 

Without the' expense of cheese or bacon.* 

With lute^strittgs he' would counterfeit 

Maggots that drawl on dish of meat; 

Quote moles and spots on any place 

O' th' body, by the index face ; 

Detect lost maidenheads by sneezing. 

Or breaking wind of dames, or p— ng ; 

Cure warts and corns, with application 

Of med'cines to the* imagination ; 

Fright agues into dogs, and scare^ 

With rhymes, the toothach and catarrli ; 

Chase evil sp'rits away by dint 

Of sickle, horse-shoe, hoUow-flint ; 
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Cantos, RUDIBRAS. J:> 

Spit fire out of a walnat-shell, 

Which made the Roman slaves rebel ; 
' And fire a mine in China here, 

With sympathetic gun-powder. 

He knew whats'ever's to be known, 

But much more tliau he knew would own« 

What med'cine 'twas that Paracelsus 

Could make a man with, as he tells us ; 

What figur'd slates are best to make, 

On waf ry siu-fiice, duck or drake ; 

What bowling-stones, in running race 

Upon a board, have swiftest pace ; 

Whether a pulse beat in the black 

list of a dappled louse's back ; 

If systole or diastole move 

Quickest when he's in wrath, or love ; 

When two of them do run a race. 

Whether they gallop, trot, or pace ; 

How many scores a flea will jump, 

Of his own length, from head to rump, 

Which Socrates and Chaerephon 

In vain assay'd so long agone ; 

Whether his snout a perfect nose is, 

And not an elephant's proboscis; 

How many diiierent specieses 

Of maggots breed in rotten cheeses; 

And which are next of kin to those 

Engender'd in a chandler's nose ; 

Or those not seen, but understood, 
.That live in vinegar and wood. 

A paltry wretch he had, balt„^j^rv'd, 

lliat him in place of zany serv* • 
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Hight Whacbum*, bred to teh and dra,w, 

Not wine, bat more uBwholesooie law ; 

To make twixt words and lines huge giy;>Sy 

Wide as meridians in pwjNs ; 

To squander paper, and spare ipk, 

Or cheat loen of their w:or^, some Muok. 

From this, by «)9i»tedicl^ee$^ 

He'd to m«»fe h«h adisjinciement rve, 

To be an un^r<;Qirifii?er, 

Or journeyman . a^tCQlo^er : 

His bosiness «9iis ^«|»Him> and .wheedle, 

And men with tb<^(Oi«mMys.i|iju:idd(e ; 

To make them t»,^jy«ef|«B^^.ij^re;aMwei», 

For which they pay ike ii«crQmi|(K;^7 

To fetch and carry' int«^i«^ce 

Of whom, andvwh*^.wtfiW»W«,.sq^ if^W;^, 

And all discovewP.^isRfwe 

Among the' wM^pauk of cci^Wfers; 

What cut-purses Ij^el^ft with the^^ 

For the riglH:Oi»wrs to t;e4m^. 

And what they da^i«ot.wnt,{6lHl .<iHl> 

To gain themseWesaod t))e' .«rt J^pfitei 

Draw figures, ^l^we8,ja(wi,J^9rww^ 

Of Newgate, Brid«w«P>.*^T<*W'!*W^ 

Of thieves ascendantja^f^ <^, 

And find out 4^.4vrr»l¥Sfltf «* • 

Which way a 8^t»ffigtfPW>i^*>iff? 

With clothes or miww«WX>f|P*«"l? 5 

« Journeyman to SWrophel, who was one S^JS^ 
« foolish Welshman. Inkltey to s i^oenof HnOaner^ 
Whachnm is .saM *» ibe .ow JLwkiP^^r^mm^ !«»>- 
lithed a pamphlet of ^t ,^T.e fhe^to jOf Jjjg ^^^fS* 
and called. Hudibras m a Snare. It wit prthted aboat llw 
ytwieffJ. 
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Who pick'd a fob Bit Boldinl^forth^ 
And where a watch, for ttddf th^ woitbt^ 
May be redeem'd ; or A<^l<» ]>late 
Restor'd at conscioMble rale; 
Beside all this, hfe sefV^d M^ master 
In qindify of poetaster, 
And rhymes appropl^l^te eotihl make 
To every month i' tli^ aliMmack; 
When terms be^ and eiid couhf tell, 
Witli their retams, iff dO|i^erel ;. 
When tfie Cxolieiiftoer opes and shatsv 
And sowgekter witir safety ents; 
When men may eat and chink their iH^ 
And when be temperate,<if they vHIt; 
When nse, and' When abstHni from vice, 
FigS) grapes, phlebotomy, and sjnm. 
And as in prison mean rogues beat 
Hemp for tite lervkse of tile grl^at; 
So Whachum beat his dirty kmiiir 
To' advance his master's Hone and'gakis^ 
And, like the defiles oracles, 
Pnt into doggrel rhymes his spells^ 
Which over eveiy montli's bhndc page 
I' th* almanack, strange bilks presage. 
He would an elegif compase 
On maggots squeez*!! out of hia nose ; 
In lyric numbers write an' ode on 
His mistress, eating a btaek-podditig -y 
And when imprison'd air escap'd her, 
It puft him with poetic rapture. 
His soanets charm'ct the* attentive crowds 
My wiH^Moifth'd nidrtal troH'd alond^ 
ibty cireTed with his tong^-ear'd guests^ 
like Orpheus look'd among the beastt; 
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18 HUDIBRA8. Pari 2^ 

A carman's bone coald not pass by, 

But stood tied up to poetry; 

No porter's burden pass'd along, 

But serv'd for burden to his song: 

£ach window like a piU'ry appears, 

With heads thrust tfarongli, nail'd by the ears; 

All trades run in as to the sight 

Of monsters, or their dear delight 

The gallow-tree, when cutting purse 

Breeds business for heroic verse, 

Which none does hear but would have hung 

To' have been the theme of such a song. 

Those two together long had liv'd. 
In mansion prudently coutriv'd, 
Where neither tree nor house could bar 
The free detection of a star ; 
And nigh an ancient obelisk 
Was rais'd by him, found out by Fisk ', 
On which was written, not in words. 
Bat hieroglyphic mute of birds. 
Many rare pithy saws, concerning 
The worth of astrologic learning : 
From top of this there hung a rope, 
To which he fiisten'd telescope. 
The spectacles with which the stars 
He reads in smallest characters. 
It happen'd as a boy, one night. 
Did tiy his tarsel of a kite ; 



9 Lilly Kays that Fisk was a licentiate in physic, and bora 
near FniniUn(!hain in Suffolk ; was bred at a country-sehool, 
and designed for the nniversity, but went not thither, atndjr- 
ing physic and astrology at home, which afterwards be 
practised at Colchester; after which he came to LoadoA* 
and practised there. 
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CwdQ 3. HUDIBRAS. 19 

The strangest long-wing'd hawk that flies, 

That, like a bird of Paradise, 

Or herald's martlet, has no l^, 

Nor hatches yoang ones, nor lays eggs ; 

His train was six yards long, mUk-white, 

At the' end of which there hang a light, 

Inclos'd in lantern made of paper, 

That far off like a star did appear: 

This Sidrophei by chance espied, 

And with amazement staring wide, 

< Bless us ! (quoth he) wliat dreadful wonder 

Is that appears in heaven yonder? 

A comet, and without a beard! 

Or star that ne'er before appeared? 

I'm certain 'tis not in the scrowi 

Of all those beaste, and fish, and fowl. 

With which, like Indian plantations, 

The learned stock the constellations; 

Nor these that drawn for signs have been 

To the' houses where the planets inn. 

It must be supernatural. 

Unless it be that cannon-ball 

That, shot i' th* aii- point-blank upright, 

Was borne to that prodigious height 

That, leam'd philosophers maintain, 

It ne'er came backMrards down again, 

Bat in the airy region yet 

Hangs, like the body of Mahomet : 

For if it be above the shade 

That by the earth's round bulk is made, 

»Ti8 probable it may, from far, 

Appear no bullet, but a star.' 
This said, he to his engine Hew, 

Plac'd near at hand, in open view, 
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20 ifujfifivit»l JPotV'2* 

And rai8'<f it tJkr lit feV^cl iii)j^i» 

Against the glow-wonri' tAl oJ^l^t^, 

Then peepmc throd^,-^* HU^dl^f (^jlciWIli) 

ItbaplaneCMTdti^.^^^r 

And, if I err iidiy by huf ptbfNf^ 

Figure, that's filtd tdhdei^dntoffpitt^ 

It should be Satnti)f: ye^, 'tD^dd&l' 

'Tis Saturn, but M^tiiMd^t^iMft'? 

He*s got between th^ DiajPof^^tiiH 

And farther leg Uhlxul a* ttf Wmi; 

Pray l^iV^ ^iM th^ fh^df dibi^f 

For 'tis a prodigy not eoi^nion^ 

And can no less than the World^ elld. 

Or Nature's fua^r^t, pdHendl 

With that he fell again to pry. 

Through persj^^tftive^ nioi*e ^tAlfy, 

Whep, by misehanee, the fi^Mugy 

That kept the' towering foiirl 6b wi^,^^ 

Breaking, down ftir the tftior. ^WenHbhit 

Quoth Whachnd, who right wisifelV thoughl^ 

He 'ad levell'd at a star, niktlktit; 

Bnt Sidrophel, more siibtSI^-witte^,; 

€ried out," Wttat hcf^'b^e abdfSamtl' 

Portent is this, ti9^see a atar fiilff 

It threatens Nature^, and the (kkad 

Will not be Ibbg bdbt-6 it t6mt 

When stars do fall, 'tisfi^ 6tHM%(l 

"fhe dayoCjndgmenC's noi far 6Kf ; 

Aa kitely^ 'twas revealed .to Sti^i£ '"'y 

Aiid*aom6 tf lu^find out by m^t: 

>o William Sedgwick; a^ wbims^iail eiiVliasla^t. •odie- 
ttmes a Presbytcittm, 46ai«|iiileii an lAilfcp<!ad»itt, aa'd at 
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In this woiUTiMl^ii^^f tet in stilVer 
To fn^ke<)Ur l^imirfi^ dTil^, 
And^psf ovii Meimiiom' ^i?6!it/ 
This ^til^oKlViioVl6iig l^t«' 
The Knight, u»6iA'th<rfWiMiEil»i^'<f tje^ft^'/ 
In qoi^st ot^l^opfrdrtfdviMiJ^; 
Was iroW in ^Vd«p^bt of ^e iteiiMbh ; 
Whom he dis^oi^HA|; t^hfcf his'^hs^^ 
And found far off 'twas HtMrtA. 

* wiiachM;^ (^tfr'he) < \Ut ydriffhr, sM^ 

To try or nse our ai^f ^^c&iat i 

The one's the leamelf Mighf ; s'^f^ ott't^^ 

And pomp 'em-Matt t)i^5^ d^)^ iffifowT/ 

Whachura advaM, ^mikftsUdnOi^iiii^ 

To' accost 'eikjmmititTiim theh hWh^ : 

He held a dfMjfi, tHiife* M K^Hfii 

From leathern Baf^bb^^dM affgh<f r 

And taking #^iriffi^ hao<f tb« b'Hdte, 

Approach'd, the^d^l^ ^^^i 60 ftifdd(}>^: 

He gave him tint tffe' tfMe^ 6' l)f d9^, 

And welcdtaf d^filiiiS, ifs h^ ttii^t sid^ : 

He ask'd him < Whence tH^caitte, attd^hNK^r 

Their bns'ness lay ?» CHrtftKH^j^oV ^ Hither.' 

' Did yotf not IM*^<S«<oW Ral^W, ^Kay.' 

Ouoth WbaditHU^ ^Sh-; I me^m v<7i/ii^ wayh 

Yonr Knighr^CWA««kljrfid, *6tf Idver^ 

And pains intdi^^ttil^'dblft'^iMfl^f ; 

For loveif^MLifi^^ iib't fISeli- oWA Hearts,' 

Nor lights, nor Idnj^, M li&hm ad^im^a^:' 

of iguoiant pMflft- iif dUi^ tfitoeiij ^riiJiii<l<;ft t» r«v«lfttidlis; 
and, upon pretence of a viahNi <tl»f Odpa^Mlisr m» at Iwnd,^ 
lie retired to the house of Sir Francis Rnssel in Cambridge^ 
sbire. 
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3S BVDIBRA8. Part S. 

< What time?'— Qaoth Ralpbo, < Sir, too long. 
Three years it off and on lias hong/ — 
Qnoth he, ' I meant what time o' th' day 'tis ,* 
Qnoth Ralpho, < Between seven and eight 'tis.' 

* Why then (qnoth Whachum) my small art 
Tells me the dame has a hard heart, 

Or great estate.' — Qnoth Ralph, ' A jointure. 
Which makes him have so hot a mind t' her.' 
Meanwhile the Knight was making water. 
Before he fell upon the matter ; 
Which having done, the Wizard steps in, 
To give him suitable reception ; 
But kept his business at a bay. 
Till Whachum put him in the way ; 
Wlio having now, by Ralpho's h^t, 
Expounded the' errand of the Knight, 
And what he came to know, drew near, 
To whisper in the conjurer's ear. 
Which he prevented thus: ' What was't, 
(Qnoth he) that I was saying last. 
Before these gentlemen arriv'd V — 
Quoth Whachum, * Venus you retriev'd, 
In opposition witii Mars, 
And no benigne friendly stars 
To' allay ttie effect.' Qnoth Wizard, < So ! 
In Virgo? Ha!'->Quoth Whachum, * No:' 
' Has Saturn nothing to do in itT — 

* One tenth ors circle to a minute 1' 

* 'Tb well,' qnoth he — ' Sir, you'll excuse 
This rudeness I am forc'd to use ; 

It is a scheme and face of heaven. 
As the' aspects are dispos'd this even, 
I was contemplating upon 
When you arriv'd ; but now I've done.' 
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Qaoth Hodibras, ' If I appear 
Unseasonable in coming here 
At such a time, to interrupt 
Yonr speculations, which I hop'd 
Assistance from, and come to nse ; 
'Tis fit that I ask yoar excuse.' 

' By no means, Sir, (quoth Sidrophel) 
The stars yonr coming did ibretel ; 
I did expect you here, and knew. 
Before you spake, your business too/ 

Quoth Hodibras, ' Make that appear, 
And I shall credit whatsoe'er 
Yon tell me after, on your word, 
Howe'er unlikely or absurd.' 

< You are in love, Sir, with a widow, 
(Quoth he) that does not greatly heed you, 
And for three years has rid your wit 
And passion, without drawing bit ; 
And now your business is to know 
If you shall carry her or no.' 

Quoth Hndibras, * You're in the right, 
But how the devil you come by't 
I can't imagine ; for the stars 
I'm sore, can tell no more than a horse ; 
Nor can their aspects (though you pore 
Your eyes out on 'em) tell yon more 
Than the' oracle of sieve and sheers, • 

That turns as certain as the spheres : 
But if the devil's of your counsel, 
M nch may be done, my noble Donael ; 
And 'tis on his account I come, 
To know from you my fatal doom.' 

Quoth Sidrophel, ' If you suppose, 
Sir Knight, tha,t I am one of those, , 
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I might SDflpect, aBd^ddre tkV akniii> 
Your bnrineflfl is but to itrfbrm*; 
But if it be, *tu De'er the near, 
You have ^ wrongs sow by the ear;' 
For I assure you^ fin* nly part> 
I only deal by ruleef ofavt; 
Such as are hnwM, ^d'jud^ by 
Conchisions of astrttlogf ; 
But for the devil knoW- nothing' by him, 
Bnt only this, that Idely hiw' 

Quoth he,. * WbiMfor otters deenkycr, 
I understand your melnnyrily; 
Yoar words of secbad-Jiand intentii% 
When things by wrongAd nataer yon mention; 
The mystic sense of ali your tennr, 
That are indfeed birt magitj chmvto 
To raise the devii, and mem one thing, 
And that is down*ri^t conjtarlng; 
And in itself more wairAntathle 
Than cheat, or canting to a rabble, . 
Or puttingttHelar Upon' the moon, 
Which by confedVai^' are dose. 
Your ancient conjurers ^irere wmit 
To make bei* firatat her sphere disiilolint, 
And to their lacantatioarstGJOi)'; 
They scom*d to por& thrtitfgb telescope^ 
Or idly play atbo'ftedp wMrber, 
To find oat clmidf or Mf weatiier. 
Which every almaAMCkean'tcti'^ 
Perhaps as learnedly aiid'well 
As you yourself— tbtfB} fr^nd^IdooM 
You go the fiirflmt^r^ Mioat. 
Your modem iMnf miigi<Jan 
Makes but a hois in tie* earHi ttf p^ ii<» 
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And straiglit resolves «U qnettioiis by% 
And seldom fails to.bei' ih*. right 
The Rosy crucian way'j more sore 
^o bring the devil to«the>lnre ; ' 
£ach of em basajieveral^gm, 
To catch intelligences in. 
^me by the noae, Mfithtliiines, Inipan 'cAiy 
AsDunstan " did tlie dc^vil'is.gnuiBam; 
Others with charagtets and arpriU 
-Catch 'em, as men ;inai«te.do. birds; 
And some with ^ymbol8y.jigBS,juid (arick% 
Engraved in^pibuietaiy f^ska. 
With their .«wn mflMMoes willietidi 'em 
Down from their 4itbs4.arB^t,.And4B*ch .'em ; 
Make 'em depose andvsnniar.to 
All questions, ere^tbcy ^etvtbcBi ^. 
Bumbastus kept a >d^ii!sibird 
Shut in t|ie prauBetafiiBiSsivnl, 
That tauglit hun all itbecaQBmg.paiiil[j8 
Of past and iiiture mowtehMdu. 
KeUy '^ did all his feats upon 
The devil's looking-g^MSyA^stUK ; 
Where phiying vtth'him.atlw^ietp, 
He solv'd all pnfalenj|ftAekr s^d^. 

" St. Duiistan was made Archbishop of Canterbury, ranno 
90J. His skill in the liberal arts and sciences (qualifica- 
tions oiDch ahove the genius of the age be lived in) gained 
Win first the name uf a Conjurer, and (hen of a Saint. 

»« This Kelly was chief seer, or/as tOly calls him, Specu- 
•.WmjtoiOir, Dee ; w»s,borii at Worcester, and bredaji apo- 
thecary, and was a good proflcient in obeiniatry, and pre- 
tended to have the grand eljxir, or philosopher's stone, which 
Ulljr tells ns he made, or at least received ready made, froin 
a Friar in Germany, on the con tines of the Emperor's do- 
aaiaibM. He pretended to «ee apparittoos In a crystal or 
j^ryl looking-glass (or a round stone like a ccystal.) 
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96 BUDISRAS, Pari S. 

Agrippa kept a Stygian pog; 
I' th' garb and habit of a dog, 
Tbat was bis tutor, and the cur : 
Read to the' occult philosopher. 
And taught him subtly to maintain 
All other sciences are vain.' 

To this, quoth SidropheUo ; < Sir, 
Agrippa was no conjurer, 
Nor Paracelsus, no, nor Behmen; 
Nor was the dog a cacodsemon, 
But a true dog, that would show trick* 
For the' Emperor, and leap o'er sticks -, 
Would fetch and carry, was more dvii 
Than other dogs, and yet no devil ; 
And whatsoe'er he's said to do, 
He went the selfsame way we go. 
As for the Rosycross philosophers, 
Whom you will have to be but sorcerers, 
What they pretend to, is no more 
Than Trismegistus did beibce, 
Pythagoras, old Zoroaster % 
And ApoUonius their master, 
To whom they do confess they owe 
All that they do, and all they know.' 

Quoth Hudibras, * Alas ! what is't t' us 
Whether 'twas said by Trismegistus, 
If it be nonsense, fidse, or mystic. 
Or not intelligible, or sophistic ? 
'Tis not antiquity, nor author. 
That makes tnith Tmtii, althouf^ Time's danghter ; 
Twas he that put her in the pit, 
Before he pull'd her out of it ; 

13 Zoroaster baa been commonly reputed the first btven 
for of Msgic. 
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And as he eats his sons, jiist so 
He feeds npon his daughters too. 
Nor does it follow, 'caose a herald 
Can make a gentleman '^ scarce a year old. 
To be descended of a race 
Of ancient kings in a small space, 
That we should all opinions hold 
Authentic, that we can make old/ 
Quoth Sidrophel, * It is no part 
Of pnidence to cry down an art, 
And what it may perform deny, 
Because you understand not why ; 
(As Averrhois '^ play'd but a mean trick, 
To damn our whole art for etcentric) 
For who knows all that knowledge contains? 
Men dwell not on the tops of mountains, 
But on their sides, or risings, seat ; 
So 'tis with knowledge's vast height. 
Do not the histories of all ages 
Relate miraculous presages 
Of strange turns, in the jfvorid's affairs, 
Foreseen by' astrologers, soothsayers, 

^* Sach gentry were Thomas Pnry the elder, first a weaver 
in Oloacester, then an Ignorant solicitor. John Biackston, 
a poor •hopkee|»er of Newcastle. John Birch, forn»erly a 
carrier, afterwards colonel. Richard Salway, colonel, for- 
merly a irocer*s man. Thomas Rainsborough, a skipper of 
Lyno, colonel and Tice^idminl of England. Colonel Thomas 
Scott, a brewer's clerk. Colonel Philip Skippon, originally 
a waggoner to Sir Fra. Vere. Colonel John Jones, a serving- 
roan. Colonel Barkstead, a pitifiil thimble and hodklo gold- 
«mitb. Colonel Pride, a foundlinff and drayman. Colonel 
Hewson, a one-eyed cobler ; and Colonel Harrison, a butcher. 
These, and hundreds more, atfccted to be thought gentle- 
men, and lorded it over persons of the first rank and qua 
lily. 

" An Arabian physician, who lived at Cordova in Spa»«*. 
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Cbaldeans, learn'd CbBiietJilifi/Qh 

An^ some that hay[e:MQi;it ali]i^ac|cs? 

The 'Median EnuH^or '^ (ki^ajjit.bis <^q|;^er 

Had p — .|iU i^ vmder.vm.tfir, 

And that a vine, sprung. from h^r^liMincbes, 

O'erepread his eoipfre Mp^ )it9 lw;ay>q|i^ -, 

And did not 8ootli8S^i:s^Q;(pq\i||d H» 

As after by the' e!i(^ he foiii^)^? 

When Csesar in tltejsqiiate.feijy 

J)id not the sun ecUf>&'d foretell, 

And, in resentment of|)is sjfiugijix^, 

Liook'd pale foralmn^^y^iV.^er? 

Augustus ,hMrwg,;lo^ qv^ij^jgi^t. 

Put on bis l^^fl^ tfyrjfihiijriffiXf 

Had h|^f(p,^W,b«i^4#B,^il^l;j^^ 

By 8o\die^tmw\ioimiormy. 

Are there not myri^ds^^itbjs^^ 

Which stories ,9f All jti^pji^ If^i)^'^ 

Is it not ominous in,]|U^C)||f»^j^i^9 

When crows and ravens^jQj4^^ji|^,|];S^? 

ITie Roman fi^iaift^ l^t^YfUfilP 

The city walI^,^n»iRj»l^}*r|» s^p^ 

Did cause their clergy, with lustrations, 

SheinmndtaCd. pnAs»*\»\^vmt 
^Froip d^ing;^towii or c«>i|ptipr h|irt. 
,iliM!,j4'^,o|ii(lAftjffB,;5p,p«H«jhj|o^,V« 
<Why should not {Manets liawMi|u<h>«oi>ie, 
mtjjh alrwiqn,^^^^ 
-In&uar^vda «f.lbe.air;mpir^ 
%i^ itbonhi .see ffirt^, «nd fhi^ekyow 
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Though that ooee serv'd the polity 
Of mighty states to govern by ; 
And this is what we take in hand 
By powerful Art to understand ; 
Which, how we have perform'd, all ages 
Can speak the' events of onr presages. 
Have we not lately, in the moon, 
Fonnd a new world, to the* old unknown? 
Discovered sea and land, Columbus 
And Magellan could never compass? 
Made mountams with onr tubes appear; 
And cattle grazuig on 'em there ?* 

Quoth Hudibras, *■ You lie so ope, 
That I, without a telescope, 
Can find your tricks out, and descry 
Where you tell truth, and where you lie : 
For Anaxagoras, long agone. 
Saw hills, as well as you, i' th' moon, 
And held the sun was but a piece 
Of red-hot iron as big as Greece ; 
Believ'd the heav'ns were made of stone, 
Because the sun had voided one ; 
And, ratber than he would recant 
The' opinion, suffer'd banishment. 

« But what, alas! is it to us, 
Whether i' th' moon men thus or thus 
Do eat their porridge, cut their corns, 
Or whether they have tails or horns? 
What trade firom thence can you advance, 
But what we nearer have from France? 
What can our travellers bring homCy 
That is not to be learnt at Rom^^ 
What politics, or strange opini^. * 
That are not in our own dom«w«^^' ^ 



That are not in our own 

VOL. II 
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30 HUDIBRAS. Pwri 2. 

What science cao be broughi from thence^ 

In which we do not here commence i 

What relig'ons, or revelations, 

That are not in our native nations? 

Are sweating lanterns, or screen-fiins, 

Made better there than they are in France ? 

Or do they teach to sing and play 

O* th' gaitar there a newer way? 

Can they make playa there, that shall fit 

The public haniMur with less wit? 

Write vrittier Amces^ quainter shows, 

Or fif^t with more ingenious blows? 

Or does the man i' th' mooa look big,. 

And wear a huger periwig? 

Show in his gait, or iace, more tricks 

Than our own native lunatics? 

Bat if w' outdahim here at home, 

Wliat good of your design can come ? 

As wind t' th' hypocendries pent,. 

Is but a blast if downward sent; 

But if it upward chance to fiy. 

Becomes new light and prophecy ^ 

So when your speculations tend 

Above their just and useful end. 

Although they promise strange and great 

Discoveries of thmgs far &t, 

They are but idle dreams and fancies, 

And savour strongly of the ganzas '^^ 

Tell me but what's the natmal cause 

Why on a sign no pamter draws 



'7 Domingo Goasales wrote a Voyage to the Mood, aa^ 
pretended to be carried thitber by geese in Sptniah gioaB. 
•ce Turkifth Spy, vol,- v. 
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The fall-moon ever, bat the half? 
Resolve that with your Jacob's '^ staff j 
Or why wolveis raise a hubbub at her, 
And dogs howl when she shines in water? 
And I shall freely give my vote. 
You may know something more remote/ 

At this deep Sidrophel look'd wi^. 
And staring round with owl-like eyes, 
Ue put his face into a posture 
Of sapience, and began to bluster ; 
For having three times shook his head 
To stir his wit up, thus he said : 
* Art has no mortal enemies 
Next ignorance, but owls and geese ; 
Those consecrated geese, in orders, 
That to the Capitol were warders, 
And being then upon patrol, . 
With noise alone beat off the Gaul ; 
Or those Athenian sceptic owls, • 
That will not credit their own souls^ 
Or any science understand, 
Beyond the reach of eye or hand ; 
But measuring all things by their own 
Knowledge, hold nothing's to be known : 
Those wholesale critics, that in cofiee- 
Honses cry down all philosophy. 
And will not know uponwhat ground 
In Nature, we our doctrine found, 
* Although with pregnant evidence 
We can demonstrate it to sense 
As I just now have done to yo^ 
Foretelling what you came to ktio^* 

>• Jacob's staff is a mathematics .riil»«'** ^** **^^** 
Jieights and dUtauces. ^*^V ^,^«v» 
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Were the stars only made to light 
Kobbere, and burglarera by night? 
To wait on drunkards, thieves, gold-finders. 
And lovers sohicing behind doors, 
Or giving one another pledges 
Of matrimony under hedges? 
Or witches sirapling, and on gibbets 
Cuttmg from maletactors snippets? 
Or from the pillory tips of ears 
Of rebel-saints and peijurers, 
Only to stand by, and look on, 
3ut not know what is said or done? 
Is tliere a constellation there 
That was not bom and bred up here ?« 
And therefore cannot be to learn 
In any' inferior concern ? 
Were they not, duruig all their lives, 
Most of 'em jwrates, whores, and thieves? 
And is it like they have not still 
In their old practices some skill? 
Is there a planet that by burth 
Does not derive its house from earth, 
And therefore probably most know 
What isj and hath been done below? 
Who made the Balance, or whence came 
The Bull, the lion, and the Ram? 
Did not we here the Argo rig, 
Make Berenice's periwig? 
. ' Whose livery does the coachman wear *»? 
Or who made Cassiopeia's chair? 
And therefore as they came from hence. 
With us may hold intelligence. 

*• Athiding to Charles's Wain : seven stars ia the coBStd- 
lation Ursa Ma^jor, of which Biotes is called the driver. 
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Plato denied the world can be 

G^vern'd vrithout geometry, 

(For money bing the common scale 

Of things by measore, weight, and tale, 

In all the' afiairs of church and state, 

'Tis both the balance and the weight) 

Then much less can it be without 

Divine astrology made out, 

That puts the other down in worth. 

As far as heaven's above the earth.' 

* These reasons (quoth the Knight) I grant 
Are something more significant 
Than any that the learned use 
Upon this subject to produce ; 
And yet they 're far from satisfactory, 
To' estabhsh and keep up your factory. 
The' Egy|>tian8 say, the sun has twice 
Shifted his setting and his rise ; 
Twice has he risen in the. west. 
As many times set in the east ; 
But whether that be true or no, 
The devil any of you know. 
Some hold the heavens, like a top. 
Are kept by circulation up. 
And were't not for their wheeling round, 
They'd instantly fall to the ground; 
As sage Empedocles of old, 
And from him modem authors hold. 
Plato believ'd the sun and moon 
Below all other planets run. 
Some Mercnry, some Venus seat 
Above the sun himself in heigl»t< 
The learned Scaliger complam'd 
'Gainst what Copernicus mamtain'd, 
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That in twelve hundred years and odd, 

Hie sun had left its ancient road. 

And nearer to the earth is come 

'Bove fifty thousand miles from home ; - 

Swore 'twas a most notorious fiam. 

And lie that had so little shame 

To vent such fopperies abroad, 

Deserv'd to have his rump well claw*d ; 

Which Monsieur Bodin hearing, swore 

That he desei-v'd the rod much more. 

That durst upon a truth give doom, 

He knew less than the Pope of Rome. 

Cardon behev^d great states depend 

Upon the tip o* th* Bear's-tail's end, 

That as she whisk'd it tow'rds the sun, 

Strow'd mighty empires up and down ; 

tVhich others say must needs be false, 

Because your true bears have no tails. 

Some say the Zodiac constellations 

Have long since chang'd their antique stations 

Above a sign, and prove the same 

In Taurus now, once in the Ram ; 

Affirm'd the Trigons chopped and chang'd, 

The wat'ry with the fiery rang'd; 

Then how can their efiects still hold 

To be the same they were of old? 

This, though the art were true, would make 

Onr modem soothsayers mistake. 

And is one cause they tell more Ues, 

In figures and nativities. 

Than the' old Chaldean conjurers. 

In so many' hundred thousand years; 

Beside their nopsense m translating, 

For want of Accidence and tatin^ 
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like Idas, and Calendar, Englisht 
The Qoarter-days^, by skilful Ungtiist; 
And yet with canting, sleight, and cheat, 
nViU serve their torn to do the feat; 
Make fools believe in their foreseeing 
Of things before they are in being ; 
To swallow gadgeons ere they're catch*d. 
And connt their chickens ere they're hatched; 
Make then the constellations prompt, 
And give 'em back their own accompt; 
Bot still the best to him that gives 
The best price for't, or best believes. 
Some towns, some cities, some, ifor breyi^, 
Have cast the* versal world's nativi^, 
And made the infimt-stars confess, 
like fools or children, what they please. 
Some calculate the liidden fates 
Of monkeys, pnppy-dogs, and cats; 
Some running-nags, and fighting-cocks ; 
Some love, trade, law-suits, and the p— xt 
Some take a measure of the lives 
Of fiithers, mothers, husbands, wives ; 
Make opposition, trine, and quartile, 
Tell who b barren^ and who ierttlej 
As if the planet's jfirst asp^Qt 
The tender infant did infect 
In soul and body, and instil 
All jfiiture good and futore ill; 
Which in their dark fatal'ties lurking. 
At destin'd periods fall a-working, 
And break out, like the hidden seeds 
Of long diseases, into deeds, 

80 Supposed to be a banter op Ftiuliaw's trautlatioD at 
Horace. Exod. U. 69» 70. 
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In fnendsbips, enmities, and strife,' 

And all the' emergencies of life : 

No sooner does he peep into 

The world, but he has done his do, 

Catch'd all diseases, took all physic 

That cures or kills a man that is sick ; 

Married bis punctual dose of wives, 

Is cuckolded, and breaks, or thrives. 

There's but the twinkling of a star 

Between a man of peace and war; 

A thief and justice, fool and knave, 

A huffing officer and a slave ; 

A crafty lawyer and pickpocket, 

A great philosopher and a blockhead j 

A formal preacher and a player, 

A learned physician and manslayer : 

As if men from the stars did suck 

Old age, diseases, and ill-luck, 

Wit, folly, honour, virtue, vice, 

Trade, travel, wotaen, claps, and dice; 

And di-aw, with the first air they breathe. 

Battle and murder, sudden deatib. 

Are not these fine commodities 

To be imported from the skies. 

And vented here among the rabble, 

For stable goods and warrantable? 

Like money by the Druids borrowed, 

In the' other world to be restored.* 

Quoth Sidrophel, * To let you know 
You wrong the art, and artists too, 
Since arguments are lost on those 
That do ojir principles oppose, 
I will (although I've done't before) 
Demonstrate to your sense once more, 
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And draw a 6gQre that shall tell yoa 
What you, perhaps, forgot befel you, 
By way of horary inspection, 
Which some account our worst erection.' 
With that he circles draws, and squares, 
With ciphers, astral characters -, 
Then looks *em o'er to understand 'em, 
Although set down hab-nab, at random. 

Quoth he, * This scheme of th^' heayeos set, 
Discovers how in fight you met. 
At Kingston, with a May-pole idol, 
And that y* were bang'd both back and side welL 
And though you overcame tlie Bear, 
The Dogs beat you at Brentford fair ; 
Where sturdy butchers broke your noddle; 
And handled you like a fop-doodle.' 

Quoth Hudibras. ' I now perceive 
Yon are no coi^jurer, by your leave : 
Tliat paltry story is untrue, 
And forg'd to cheat such gulls as you.' 

* Not true ! (quoth he :) Howe'er you vapour, 
I can what I affirm make appear; 
Whachum shall justify it to your face, 
And prove he was upon the place : 
He play'd the saltinbaocho's part, 
Transformed to a Frenchman by my art ; 
He stole your cloak, and pick'd your pocket, 
Chows'd and caldes'd ye like a blockhead ; . 
And what you lost I can produce. 
If you deny it, here i' tli' house. 

Quotli Hudibras, * I do believe 
That argument's demonstrative : 
Kalpho, bear witness, and go fetch us 
A constable to seize the wretches ; 
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For though they*re both false knaves and cheats, 

Impostors, jugglers, counterfeits, 

ru make them serve for perpendiculars, 

As true as e'er were us'd by bricklayers. 

They're guilty, by their own confessions, 

Of felony, and at the Sessions 

Upon the bench I will so handle 'em, 

That the vibration '' of this pendulum 

Shall msdie all tailors' yards of one 

Unanunotts opmion ; 

A thing he long has vaponr'd of. 

But now shall make it out by proof.' 

Quoth Sidropbel, *■ I do not doubt 
To find friends that will bear me out; 
Nor have I hazarded my art, 
And neck, so long on the state's part, 
To be expos'd, i' th* end, to suffer 
By such a braggadocio buffer.' 

' Hufferl (quoth Hudibras) this sword 
Shan down thy ialse throat cram that word. 
Kalpho, make haste, and call an officer, 
To apprehend this Stygian sophister ; 
Meanwhile I'll hold 'em at a bay 
licst he and Whachum run away.' 

But Sidropbel, who from the' aspect 
Of Hudibras did now erect 
A figure worse portending far, 
Than that of most malignant star, 
Believ'd it now the fittest moment 
To shun the danger that might come on't, 
While Hudibras was all alone, 
And he and Whachum, two to one. 

'* The vibration of a peudaliiUL was a device inteaded 
to settle a ceruiin meavare all the world over. 
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This being resolved, he spied, by chance, 
Behind the door, an iron lance. 
That many a stordy limb had gor'd. 
And legs, and loins, and shoulders bor'd ; 
He snatch'd it up, and made a pass, 
To make his way through Hudibras. 
Whachum had got a fire-fork. 
With which he vow'd to do his work ; 
But Hudibras was well prepared, 
And stoutly stood upon his guard : 
He put by Sidrophello's thrust. 
And in right manfully he rusht ; 
The weapon from his gripe he wrung. 
And laid him on the earth along. 
Whachum his sea-coal prong threw by, 
And basely turned his back to fly -, 
But Hudibras gave him a twitch, 
As quick as lightning, in the breech, 
Just in the place where honour's lodg'd. 
As wise pbilosopbers have judged. 
Because a kick in that place more 
Hurts honour, than deep wounds before. 

Quoth Hudibras, ' The stars determine 
You are my prisoners, base vermine : 
Could they not tell you so, as well 
As what I came to know foretel ? 
By this what cheats you are we find. 
That in your own concerns arc blind. 
Your lives are now at my dispose, 
To be redeemed by fine or blows ; 
But who his honour would defile, 
To take, or sell, two lives so vile? 
ril give you quarter ; but your pillage, 
The conquering vrarrior's crop and tillage, 
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Which with his sword he reap* and plQii§^ 
That's miney the law of arms allows.' 

This said in haste, in haste he fell 
To rummaging of Sidrophel, 
First he expounded both his pockets. 
And foimd a watch, with ringH and lockets, 
Which had been left with him to' erect 
A figure for, and so detect; 
A copperpkite, with almanacks 
Engrav'd upon't, with other knacks 
Of Booker's, Lilly's, Sarah Jimmers", 
And blank-schemes to discover nimmers ; 
A moon dial, with Napier's bones '^, 
And several constellation stones, 
Engrav'd in planetary hours, 
That over mortals had strange powers 
To make 'em thrive in law or trade, 
And stab or poison to evade ; 
In wit or wisdom to improve, 
And be victorious in love. 
Whachum had neither cross nor pile. 
His plunder was not worth the while ; 
All which the conqueror did discompt, 
To pay for curing of his rump. 
But Sidrophel, as fiill of tricks 
As Rota-men of poUtics, 

^ John Booker was born in Manchester, and was a famoiu 
astrologer in the time of the Civil wars. He was a great 
acquaintance of Lillys; and so was tliis Saimli JimoMrs, 
whom Lilly calls 'Sara A Shelhom, a great tpecolatrix- He 
owns he was very femiliar with her, so that it is no wonder 
that the Knight found several of their katek-kaacks in Si- 
drophel's cabinet. 

" Napier's bones or rods, were contrived by the cele- 
brated Napier of Mercbiston, for the purpose of AicUltatiag 
certain arithmetical operations. 
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StTEught cast about to over-reach 
The' unwary conqueror with a fetch, 
And make him gbd, at least, to quit 
His victory, and fly the pit, 
Before the secular prince of darkness 
Arriv'd to seize upon his carcass : 
And as a fox, with hot pursuit 
Chas'd through a warren, casts about 
To save his credit, sind among 
Dead vermin on a gallows hung; 
And while the dogs run undemeatli, 
Escap'd (by counterfeiting death) 
Not out of cunning, but a train 
Of atoms jnstling in his brain, 
As Ieam*d philosophers give out ; 
So Sidrophello cast -about 
And fell to*s wonted trade again. 
To feign himself in earnest slain : 
Fint stretch*d out one leg, then another. 
And seeming in his breast to smother 
A broken sigh ; qnoth he, ^ Where am V 
Aliv€, or dead? or which way came I 
Hirough so immense a space so soon ? 
Bat now I thonght myself i' th' moon. 
And that a monster, with huge whiskers. 
More formidable than a Switzer*s, 
My body through and through had drili'd, 
And Whachum by my side had kill'd. 
Had cro8»-examin'd both our hose, 
And plander*d all we had to lose; 
Look, there he is, I see him now. 
And feel the place I am run through : 
And there lies Whachum by my side 
Stone dead; and in his own blood dy'd. 

Digitized by Google 



42 HUDIBRAS. Part 2. 

Oh ! oh !'— with that he fetch'd a groan. 

And fell again into a swoon, 

Shut both his eyes, and stopt his bl*eath, 

And to the life ont-acted death j 

I'hat Hudibras, to all appearing, 

Believ'd him to be dead as herring. 

He held it now no longer safe 

To tarry the return of Ralph, 

But rather leave him in the lurch: 

Thought he, * He has abus'd onr Church, 

Refus*d to give himself one iirk - 

To carry on the Public Work ; 

Despis'd our Synod men like dirt. 

And made then: Discipline his sport ; 

Divnlg'd the secrets of their Classes, 

And thev Conventions pro v'd, high places j 

Disparag'd their tythepigs, as Pagan, 

And set at nought their cheese an4 bacon -, 

Rul'd at their Covenant, and jeer'd 

Their reverend Parsons, to my beard ; 

For all which scandals, to be quit 

At once, this juncture ^Is out fit. 

I'll make him henceforth to beware, 

And tempt my fury if he dare : 

He must at least hold up his hand. 

By twelve freeholders to be scann'd. 

Who by theur skill in palmistry, 

Will quickly read his destiny, 

And make him glad to read his lesson, 

Or take a turn for't at the Session, 

Unless his light and gifts prove truer 

Than ever yet they did, I'm sure ; 

For if he 'scape with whipping now, 

Tis more than he can hope to do i 
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And that will disengage my ComcieDce 
Of the* obligation, in his own sense : 
lil make him now by force abide 
What he by gentle means denied, 
To give my honour satisfaction, 
And right the Brethren in the action/ 
Tliis being resoWd, with equal speed 
And conduct he approach'd his steed. 
And, with activity unwont, 
Assa/d the lofty beast to mount ; 
Which once achiev'd, he spurred his palfiy, 
To get from the* enemy and Ralph free -, 
Left daoger, fears, and foes behind. 
And beat, at least three lengths, the wind. 



5d by Google 



AN 

HEROICAL EPISTLE' 

OF 

HUDIBRAS TO SIDROPHEL. 

Ecce iterum Crispinns. 



Well, Sidrophely thoagh 'tis in vain 
To tamper with your crazy brain, 
Without trepanning of your scull, 
As often as the moon's at fbU, 
Tisnot amiss, ere ye're giv'n o'er, 
To try one desperate med'cine more ; 

1 This Episrie wm published ten yean after the Third 
Canto of this Second Part, to which it is now anneied, 
namely, in the year 1674 ; and is said, in a Key to a bur- 
lesque poem of Mr Butler's, published 1 706, to have beeu 
occasioned by Sir Haul Neal, a couceited virtuoso, and metn- 
ber of the Royal Society, who constantly affirmed that Mr. 
Butler was not the Author of Kudibras, which occasioned 
this Epistle ; and by some he has been taken for tlie real 
SIdrophel of the Poem. This was the genilemau who is 
said to have made a great discovery of an elephant in the 
moon, which, upon examination, proved to be no other than 
a mouse which had mishiken its way, and got into his tele- 
scope. See Poem, entitled Th^ Eltphant in the Moon, 
Vol. III. 



5d by Google 



BUDIBRA8 TO SIDROPHEt. 45 

For where your case can be no worse, 
The desp'ral'st is the wisest course. 
Js't possible that yon, whose ears 
Are of the tribe of tssachar's. 
And might (with equat reason) either 
For merit, or extent of leather, 
"With William Prynne's, before they were 
Retrench'd and crucified, compare, 
Should yet be deaf against a noise 
So roaring as the piiblic voice ? 
That speaks your virtues free and loud, 
And openly in every crowd. 
As loud as one that sings his part 
To' a wheel-barrow, ar tunup-cart, 
Or your new niQk'd-nam^d old invention 
To cry green-Hastiogs with an engine ; 
(As If ihe vehemence had stunn'd, 
And torn yom* drumheads with the sound) 
And *€ause your folly's now no news. 
But overgrown, and out of use, 
Persuade yourself there's no such matter. 
But that 'tis vanhdi'd oat of Nature -, 
When Folly, as it grows in years, 
The more extravagant appears i 
For who but yon could be possest 
With so much ignorance and beast, 
That neither all men's scorn and hate, 
Nor being laugh'd and pointed at, 
Nor bray'd so often in a mortar; 
Can teadi you wholesome sense and nurture, 
Bnt (like a reprobate) what course 
Soever us'd, grow worse and worse? 
Can no transfusion of the blood. 
That makes fools cattle, do you good? 
VOL. ir. It 
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Nor pnttkig pigs to' a bitch to nurse. 
To tiim 'em into mongrel-cnrs, 
Put you into a way, at least, 
To make yourself a better beast? 
Can all your critical intrigues, 
Of trying sound from rotten eggs ; 
Your several new-found remedies, 
Of curing wounds and scabs in trees j 
Your arts of fluxing them for claps,, 
And purging tlieir infected sapft ; 
Recovering shankers, crystallines. 
And nodes and blotches in their rinds. 
Have no effect to operate 
Upon that duller block, your pate? 
But still it must be lewdly bent 
To tempt your own due punishment ; 
And, like your whimsied chariots, draw 
The boys tp course you without law ; 
As if the art you have so long 
Profess'd of making old dogs young, 
In you had virtue to renew 
Not only youtl^, but childhood too. 
Can you, that nnderstand all books. 
By judging only with your looks, 
Resolve all problems with your &ce> 
As others do with B's and A's ; 
Unriddle all tliat mankind knows 
With solid bending of your brows -, 
All arts and sciences advance, 
With screwing of your countenance, 
And with a penetrating eye, 
Into the' abstrusest learning pry ; 
Know more of any trade by* a hint, 
Xh«n those that have been bred up ia't. 
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And yet have no art, trae or ialse. 

To help yoar own bad naturals? 

But still the more you strive to' appear. 

Are found to be the wretcheder : 

For fools are known by looking wise. 

As men find woodcocks by their eyes. 

Hence 'tis that 'cause ye 'ave gain'd o' th' college 

A quarter share (at most) of knowledge, 

And brought in none, but spent repute, 

Y' assume a poWr as absolute 

To judge, and censnse, and control, 

As if you were the sole Sir Poll, 

And saucily pretend to know 

More than your dividend comes to : 

Youll find the thing wiU not be done 

With ignorance and fiice alone : 

No, though ye *we purchased to your name 

In history, so great a fiime * ; 

That now your talenf s so well known, 

For having all belief outgrown, 

Tliat e^ery strange prodigious tale 

Is measured by your German iscale — 

By which the virtuosi tiy 

The magnitude of every lie. 

Cast up to what it does amount. 

And place the bi|^st to your acoonnt ^ 

That all those stories that are laid 

Too truly to you, and those made, 

Are now still charg'd upon your score. 

And lesser authors nam'd no more. 



> These two lines Mem to Indicate that Lilly, and not Sir 
Paul Neal, was here lashed nnder the name of Sidrophel; 
for Lilly's fune ahroad was iodlspntaUe. 
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Alas! that faculty betrays 

Those soonest it designs to raise ; 

And all your vain renown will spoil. 

As guns o*ercharg*d the more recoil ; 

Though he that has bat impudencey 

To all things has a fair pretence ; 

And pat among his wants but shame. 

To all tlie world may lay his claim : 

Though yoQ have tried that nothing's borne 

With greater ease than public scorn. 

That all affronts do still give place 

To your impenetrable face ; 

That makes your way through all affioriy 

As pigs through hedges creep with theirs: 

Vet as 'tis counterfeit, and brass. 

You must not think 'twill always pass; 

For all impoetiN^s, when they're known. 

Are past their labour, and undone: 

And all the best that can be&l 

An artificial natural. 

Is that which madmen find, as soon 

As once they're broke loose from the moon, 

And, proof agamst her inflnenoe, 

Rehipse to e'er so little sense, 

To turn stark fools, and snlyects fit 

For sport of boys and rabble-wit 
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PART Ilh CANTO I. 



THE ARGUMENT. 
The Knight and 8<inir« resolve at once, 
The one the other to renounce; 
They both approach the Lady's bower, 
I'he Sqnire to* inform, the Kni«ht to woo her. 
She treats them with a masquerade. 
By Furies and Hobgoblins made; 
From which the Sqnire conveys the Knight, 
And steals him from himself by night. 



Tis true no lover bas that pow'r 

To* enforce a desperate amotu*, 

As be that has two strings to' his howy 

And boms for love and money too ; 

For then he's brave and resolute, 

Disdains to render in his suit ; 

Has all his flames and raptures double, 

And hangs, or drowns, with half the trouble; 

While those who sUily pursue 

The simple downright way and true, 

Make as unlucky applications, 

And steer against the stream, their passions. 

Some forge their mistresses of stars. 

And when the hidies prove averse, 
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And more untoward to be won 
' Than by Calignla the moon, 
Ciy out upon the stars for doing 
111 offices, to cross their wooing. 
When only by themselves they're bind'red, 
For trusting those they made her kindred, 
And still the harsher and hide-bounder 
The damsels prove become the fonder; 
For what mad lover ever died 
To gam a soft and gentle bride ? 
Or fbr a lady tender-hearted, 
In purling streams or hemp departed? 
Leap'd headlong into' Elysium, 
Through the' windows of a da:^ing roonir 
But for some crosa ii]-natur*d dame, 
The amorous fly burnt in his flame. 
This to the Knight could be no news. 
With all mankind so much in use, 
Who therefore took the wiser course, 
To make the most of his amours, 
Resolv'd to try all sorts of ways, 
As follows in due time and place. 
No soonef was the bloody fight 
Between the Wizard and the Knight, 
With all the' appurtenances, over, 
But he relaps'd again to' a lover^ 
As he vms always wont to do. 
When he 'ad discomfited a foe. 
And us'd the only antique philters 
Deriv'd from old heroic tilters. 
But now triumphant, and victorious. 
He held the' achievement was too gloriom 
For such a conqueror to meddle 
With petty constable or beadle> 
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Or fly for refage to the hostess 

Of the' iDos of Court and Chancery^ Justice; 

Who might, perhaps, reduce his cause 

To the* ordeal trial of the laws, 

Where none escape, but such as branded 

With red-hot irons have post bare-handed ; 

And if they cannot read one verse 

r th' Pftalms, must sing it, and thaf s worse. 

He, therefore, judging it below him 

To tempt a shame the dev'l might owe him, 

Resolved to leave the Squire ibr bail 

And mainprize for him, to the gaol, 

To answer, with his vessel, all 

That might disastrously beial. 

And thought it now the fittest juncture 

To give the Lady a rencounter, 

To' acquaint her with his expedition, 

And conquest o'er the fierce magician ; 

Describe the manner of the fray. 

And show the spoils he brought away ; 

His bloody 'scourging aggravate, 

The number of the blows, and weight; 

All which might probably succeed. 

And gain belief he 'ad done the deed : 

Which he resolv'd to' enforce, and spare 

No pawning of his soul to swear ; 

But rather than produce his back, 

To set his conscience on the rack ; 

And in pursuance of his urging 

Of articles perform'd, and scourging, 

And all things else, upon his part, 

Demand dehvery of her heart. 

Her goods, and chatties, and good grac6t» 

And person, op to his embraces. 
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lliought he, ' the ancient errant knigbta 

Won all their ladies' hearts in fifl^y 

And cot whole giants into fritters. 

To put them into amorous twitters ; 

Whose stubborn bowels scom'd to yield,;- 

Until their gallants were half kilL'd ; 

But when their bones were drubb'd so sore. 

They durst not woo one combat more, 

The ladies' hearts began to melt. 

Subdued by blows their loTers felt. 

So Spanish heroes, with their lances. 
At once wound bulls' and ladies* fancies ; 

And he acquires the noblest spouse 
That vridows greatest herds of cows^ 
Then what may I expect to do. 
Who 'ave qnell'd so vast a bufiBdo? 

Meanwhile the Squire was on his way. 
The Knight's late orders to obey ; 
Who sent him for a strong detadunent 
Of beadles, constables, and watchmen. 
To' attack the cunning-man, for plunder 
Committed falsely on his lumber ; 
When he, who had so lately sack'd 
The enemy, had doa& the fiict. 
Had ri6ed ali his pokes and fobs 
Of gimcracks, whims, and jiggumbobs. 
Which he by hook or crook had gathered. 
And for his own inventions fdther'd ; 
And when tliey should at goal delivery, 
Unriddle one another's thievery. 
Both might have evidence enough 
To render neither halter-proof: 
He thought it desperate to tarry. 
And venture to be accessary ; 
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But rather wisely slqp his fetten, 
And leave them for the Knigiit, hk betten. 
He caird to mind the' nnjiist foul play 
He would have offered him that day^ 
1*0 make him euny hi» own lude^ 
Which no beast ever did bende. 
Without all possible evaeioD, 
But of the riding dispensation : 
And therefore much about the hour 
The Knight (for reasons told before) 
Resolved to leave him to the fujry 
Of Justice^ and an unback'd jtiry, 
The Squire concurr'd to' abandon bim. 
And serve him in the self>same trim ; 
To' acquaint the Xiady what he 'ad do«i> 
And what he meant to carry onj. 
What project 'tw!a» he went about. 
When Sidrophel and he fell out ; 
His firm and stedfiist vesolutiouy 
To swear her to an execution ; 
To pawn his inwar4 eacs to marry her. 
And bribe the devil himself to carry her; 
In which both dealt, as if they meaat 
Their party-sauits to represent^ 
Who never faird> upon their sharing' 
In any prosperous arms^beariag, 
To lay themselves oat, to supplant 
Each other cousin-germau saint. 

But ere the Knight could do bis part» 
The Squire had got so much the start. 
He 'ad to the Lady done his errand. 
And told her all his tricks aforehand* 
Just as he finish'd his report. 
The Knight alighted in the courts 
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Aud having tied his beast to' a pale^ 
And taking time for both to stall, 
He put his band and beard in order. 
The sprucer to -accost and board her: 
And now fa»gan to' approach the door, 
When she, wh' had spied him out before, 
Cottvey'd the' informer out of sight, 
And went to entertain the Knight; 
With whom encountering, after longees 
Of humble and submissive congees. 
And all due ceremonies paid. 
He strok'd his beard, and thus he said : 

' Madam, I do, as is my duty, 
Honour the shadow of your shoe-tye ; 
And now am come, to bring your ear 
A present you'll be glad to hear ; 
At least I hope so ; the thing's done. 
Or may I never see the sun. 
For which I humbly now demand 
Performance at your gentle hand ; 
And that you'd please to do your part. 
As I have done mine, to my smart.' 

With that he shnigg'd his sturdy back, 
As if he felt his shoulders ache : 
But she, who well enough knew what 
(Before he spoke) he would be at, 
Pretended not to apprehend 
The mystery of what he mean'd. 
And therefore wish'd him to expound 
His dark expressions less profound. 

' Madam, (quoth he) I come to prove 
How much I've suffer'd for your love, 
Which, like your votary, to win, 
I have not spar'd my tatter'd skin; 
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And, for those meritorious lashes. 

To claim your favour and good graces;' 

Qnoth she, * I do remember once 
I freed yon from the' inchanted sconce, 
And that you promis'd' for that favour, 
To bind your back to the' good behaviour. 
And for my sake and service, vow'd 
To hiy upon*t a heavy load. 
And what 'twonhi bear to' a scruple prove, 
As other knights do oft make love ; 
Which whether you have done or no 
Concerns yourself, not me, to know; 
But if you have, I shall confess 
Y' are honester than I could guess.' 

Quoth he, * If^you suspect my troth, 
I cannot prove it but by oath ; 
And if you make a question on't, 
rn pawn my soul that I have don't : 
And he that makes his sou! his surety, 
I think, do^s give the best secur'ty.' 

Qnoth she, ' Some say the soul's secure 
Against distress and forfeiture ; 
Is free from action^ and exempt 
From execution and contempt ; 
And to be summon'd to appear 
In the' other world 's illegal here, 
And therefore few make any account 
Int' what incumbrances they run't: 
For most men carry things so even 
Between this world, and hell, and heaven, 
Without the least offence to either, 
They freely deal in all together ; 
And equally abhor to quit 
This world for both, or both for it j 
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And when they |mi¥pb and dwnn their aouls^ 
They are hat priionen on paroles.' 

< For that, (quoth he) 'tis rational, 
They may be aceomptabte in aU : 
For when there is tiiat intercomrse 
Between divine and bmnan powers, 
That all that we detemune here 
Commands obedience every where ; 
When penalties may be cpnunoted 
For fines, or ears, and executed. 
It follows nothmg binds so fiuit 
As souls in pawn and mortgage past: 
For oaths are the' only tests and seals 
Of right and wrong, luid true and fidse; 
And there's no other way to try ^ 
The doubts of law and justice by.' 
Quoth she, * What is it yon would swear ?~^ 
There's no believing till I hear : 
For till they're understood, all tales 
(like nonsense) are not true nor fiilse.' 

Quoth he, ' When T resolv'd to' obey 
What you commanded t'other day. 
And to perform my exercise, 
(As schools are wont) for your fair eyes^ 
To avoid all scruples in the case, 
I went to do't upon the place : 
But as the castle is inchanted 
By Sidrophel the witch, and haunted 
With evil spirits, as you know,. 
Who took my Squire and me for two; 
Before I'd hardly time to lay 
My weapons by, and disarray, 
I heard a formkhible noise, 
Load as the Stentrophonic voice. 
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That roar'd fiur off, << Di^atch, and strips 
I'm ready with tbe* infenial whip, 
That shall divest thy ribs of skin. 
To expiate thy tiogeriag sio ; 
Thou 'ast broke pevfidioasly thy oath, 
And not perform'd thy plighted troth, 
But spared thy renegado back, 
Where thou 'adst so great a priae at stake, 
Which now the Fates have ordered me, 
For penance and revenge, to flea, 
Unless thou presently make haste ; 
Time is, time was:" and there it ceast 
With which, though startled, I confess, 
Yet the' horror of the thing was less 
Hian t'other dismal apprehension 
Of interruption or prevention ; 
And therefore snatching np (he rod, 
I laid upon my back a load, 
Resolv'd to spare no flesh and blood. 
To make my word and honoor good ; 
Till tir'd, and taking tmce at length. 
For new recruits of breath and strength, 
I^felt the blows still pKed as fest. 
As if they 'ad been by lovers plac'd. 
In raptures of IHatonie lashing, 
And chaste contemplative barMimg ; 
Wlien fiicing hastily about, 
To stand upon my guard and scoBt, 
I found the' mferaal cunning-man, 
And the' under-witch, his Caliban, 
ll^th scourges (Uke the Furies) arm'd, 
That on my outward ^piarters stom^d* 
lo baste I snatch'd my weapon up, 
And gavie tfaeb MNsh rage a stop ; 
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Caird thrice upon yoar name, and fell 

Courageously on Sidrophel, 

Who DOW, transformed himself to a bear, 

Began to roar aloud and tear ^ 

When I as furiously pressed on, 

My weapon down his throat to run, 

Laid hold on him, but he broke loose^ 

And tum'd himself into a'goose, 

Dtv*d under water, in a pond. 

To hide himself from being found. 

In vain I sought him j but as soon 

As I perceiv'd him fled and gone. 

Prepared, with equal haste and rage. 

His under-sorcerer to engage ; 

But bravely scorning to defile 

My sword with feeble blood, and vile, 

I judged it better from a quidk- 

Set hedge to cut a linotted stick, 

With which I furiously, laid on, 

Till in a harsh and dolefiil tone 

It roar'd, '< O hold, for pity, Su-; 

I am too great a sufferer, 

Abus'd, as you have been, by* a witch, 

But conjured into' a worse caprich, 

Who sends me out on many a jaunt. 

Old houses in the night to haunt, 

For opportunities to' improve 

Designs of thievery or love ^ 

With drugs convey'd in drink or meat, 

All feats of vntches counterfeit, 

Kill pigs and geese with powdered glass, 

And make it for inchantment pass ; 

With cow-itch meade like a leper, 

And choke vrith fomes of Guinea-pepper} 
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Make lechers, and their pniiks, with dewtry % 
Commit fantastical advowtry ; 
Bewitch hermetic-men to run 
Stark staring mad with manicon ^ ; 
Believe mechanic virtuosi 
Can raise 'em mountains in Potosi ; 
And, sillier than the antic fools, 
' Take treasure for a heap of coals ^ ; 
Seek out for plants with signatures. 
To quack off universal cures ; 
With figures ground on panes of glass, 
Make people on their heads to pass; 
And mighty heaps of coin increase, 
Reflected from a single piece ; 
To draw in fools, whose natural itches 
Incline perpetually to witches, 
And keep me in continual fears. 
And dangert>f my neck and ears; 
When less delinquents have been scourg'd, 
And hemp on wooden anvils forg'd, 
Which others for cravats have worn 
About their necks, and took a turn." 

< I pitied the sad punishment 
The wretched caitiff underwent, 
And held my dmbbuig of his bones 
Too great an honour for poltroons; 

■ Dewtry or Datnn, is a plant which grows in the East 
Indies, whose flower and seed have a peculiar intoxicating 
quality. 

* Manicon is said to be a species of nightshade, which 
produces mania. 

' A supposed sneer at Martin Frobisher and others, who 
in the time of Qaeen Elizabeth went on an expedition to 
€atbaia, and brought home ore which they toolK for gold, 
but which proved tittle better than coals. 
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For kiDf^ are bomid to fed no Mows 

From paltry and unequal fees, 

Who, when thej slasli, and cut to pieces, 

Do allvdth^civiUeflt addresses: 

Tlieir horses never give a blow, 

But when they make a leg and bow. 

I therefore spar'd his flesh, and prest him 

About the witch with many a question. 

* Qnoth he, " For nmny years he drove 
A kind of broking-trade in love, 
Employed in aH the' intrigues, and trast. 
Of feeble speculative lust ; 
Procurer to the' extravagancy 
And crazy ribaldry of tocy. 
By those the detil had forsook. 
As things below him, to provoke ; 
But b'ing a virtuoso, able 
To smatter, quack, and cant, and dabble^ 
He held his talent most adroit, 
For any mystical exploit, 
As others of his tribe had done. 
And rais'd their prices three to one ; 
For one.predicting pimp has th' odds 
Of chaldrons of plain downright bawds. 
But as an elf (the devil's vai^t) 
Is not so slight a thing to get, 
For those that do his business best, 
In hefl are us'd the niggedest, 
Before so meriting a person 
CouM get a grant, bot in revenioo. 
He serv'd two 'prenticeships, and longer, 
r til* mystery of a lady-monger. 
For (as some write) a witch's ghost, 
As soon as from the body loost^ 
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Becomes a puisne imp itself, 

And is anotber^s witch's elf; 

He, after searching fiir and near, 

At length found one in Lancashire, 

With whom he bargained beforehand, 

And, after hanging, entertained : 

Since which he 'as play*d a thousand feati^ 

And practised all mechanic cheats ; 

Transformed himself to the* ugly shapes 

Of wolves, and bears, baboons, and apes. 

Which he has varied more than witches. 

Or Pharaoh's wizards, could their switches ; 

And all with whom he 'as had to do, 

Tum*d to as monstrous figures too ; 

Witness myself, whom he 'as abus'd, 

And to this beastly shape reduc'd, 
By feeding me on beans and pease 
He crams in nasty crevices, 
And turns to comfits by his arts, 
To make me relish for deserts, 
And one by one, with sliame and fear, 
lick up the candied provender. 
Beside" — ' But as h' was running on, 
To tell what other feats he 'ad done, 
The Lady stopt his full career. 
And told him now 'twas time to hear. 

* If half those things (said she) be true;' 

« They're aU, (quoth he) I swear by you !* 
' Why then, (said she) that Sidrophel 
Haa damn'd himself to the' pit of hell; 
Who, mounted on a broom, the nag 
And haickney of a Lapland hag. 
In quest of you came hitiier post, 
Witiiin an hour, I'm sure, at most, 
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Who told me all you swear and say, 
Quite contrary another way ; 
Vow'd that yon came to him, to know 
If yon should carry me er no, 
And would have hu-'d hhn and his imps, 
To be your matchmakers and pimps. 
To' engage tlie devil on yonr side, 
And steal, like Proserpine, yodr hride y 
But he disdaining to embrace 
So filthy a design and base. 
You fell ti> vapouring and huffing. 
And drew upon hiro like a ruffian ; 
Surprised him meanly, unprepared. 

Before he *ad time to mount his guard. 

And left him dead upon the ground. 

With many a bruise and desperate wound; 

Swore you had broke' Mid robb'd his hoase^ 

And stole bis talismanic ^ lonse. 

And all his newfound old inventiotis, 

With flat felofiiops intentioni^ 

Whkh he could bring out where he had, 

And what he bought Aem for, and paid : 

His flea, his morpion, and punaise, 

He 'ad gotten for his propet ease, 

And all in perfect minutes made. 

By the' ablest artist of the trade ; 

Which (he could prove it) smce he lost^ 

He has been eaten up ahnost, 

And altogether might amount 

To many hundreds on account ; 

4 In order to free any place from vermhi or other omious 
animal, the Agure of the animal was made of a eonsectated 
metal, in a plaoflary hour, and this was calM the Talltmaa. 
The Joke here is, that Sidropbel had made a Ulismaaic 
loose to preserve himself Aroa that Temin. 
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For which he 'ad got sufficient Vfsmwt 

To seize the niale^ctors errant, 

Without capacity of baiJ, 

Bat of a cart*8 or horse's laid ; 

And did not doabt to bring tlie wretolicB 

To serve for pendolums to watches, 

Which, modem virtuosi say, 

Incline to hanghig every way. 

Beside, be swore, and swore *twas trtie> 

That ere he went in quest of yon, 

He set a figure to discover 

If yon were fled to Rye or Dover; 

And found it clear that, to betray 

Yourselves and ine, you fled this way ; 

And that he was upon porsnit, 

To take yon somewhere hereabout 
He vow'd he had intelligence 

Of all that pass'd before and since, 

And found that, ere yon came to him, 

V had been engaging life and Kmb 
About a case of tender CAnscieAce, 
Where both abounded in yethr own tense | 
Till Ralpho, by bis light and graoe^ 
Had clear'd all scruples in the case. 
And prov*d that you might swear and own 
Whatever*s by the wicked done 9 
For vrfaich, matt basely to requite 
The service of his gifts and light, 
You strove to* oblige htm, by main ibrce. 
To scourge Ms ribs instead of yottiSy 
But that he stood npoh bit guard, 
And nil y onr vapoaring outdbr'd ; 
For which, between you both, the ieat 
Haa never been perform'd at jeV 
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Wbile thus the Lady talked, the Knight 
TornM the' outside of his eyes to white ; 
(As men of inward light are wont 
To turn their optics in npon't) 
He wonder'd how she came to know 
What he had done, and meant to do -, 
Held np his affidavit-hand. 
As if he 'ad been to be arraigii'd ; 
Cast tow'rd the door a ghastly look, 
In dread of Sidrophel, and spoke: 

< Madam, if bnt one word be tnie 
Of all the wizard has told yon, 

Or bnt one single cirenmstance 

In all the* apocryphal romance, 

May dreadful earthquakes swallow down 

Tliis vessel, that is all your own; 

Or may the heavens 61II, and cover 

These relics of your constant lover.' 

< Yoo have provided well, (quoth she) 
I thank you, for yourself and me ; 
And shown yonr Presbyterian wits 
Jump punctual with the Jesuits; 

A most compendious way, and civil. 
At once to cheat the world, the devU, 
And heaven and hell, yourselves, and those 
On whom you vainly think to' impose.' 

< Why then, (quoth he) may hell surprise I'-— 

< lliat trick (said she) will not pass twice : 
I've learn'd how far I'm to believe 

Yonr pinning oaths upon yonr sleeve ; 
Bnt there's a better way of clearing 
What yon would prove, than downright swe 
For, if you have perform'd the feat, 
Tlie blows are visible as yet, 
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Enough to serve for satisfdction 

Of nicest scruples in the action ; 

And if you can prodnce those knobs, % . 

Although they're but the witch's drabs, 

1*11 pass them all upon account. 

As if your natural self had don't ; 

Provided that they pass the' opinion 

Of able juries of old women. 

Who, us'd to judge all matter of facts 

For bellies, may do so for backs.' 

' Madam, (quoth he) your love's a million, 
To do is less than to be wilting. 
As 1 am, were it in my power. 
To' obey what you command, and more ; 
Bat for performing what yon bid, 
I thank you' as much as if I did. 
Yon know I ought to have a care. 
To keep my woands from taking air; 
For wounds in those that are all heart. 
Are dangerous in any part.' 

* I find (qnoth she) my goods and chatties 
Are like to prove but mere drawn battles; 
For still the longer we contend. 
We are bat farther off the end ; 
. But granting now we should agree. 
What is it you expect from me?' — 
* Your plighted ^th (qnotli he) and woitl 
You past in heaven on record. 
Where aU contracts, to have and V hold. 
Are everlastingly enroll'd ; 
And if 'tis counted treason here 
To raze records, tis mnch more there.' 

Quoth she, ' There are no bargams drivtiy 
Nor marriages clapp'd np, in heav*i>) 

Digitized by Google 



66 HUDIBRAI. Port 3. 

And that's the reason, as smne guess, 
There is no heav'n in marriages ; 
Two things that naturally press 
Too narrowly, to be at ease; 
Their business there is only love, 
Which marriage is not like to' improve } 
Love, that's too generous to abide 
To be against its nature tied ; 
For where 'tis of itself indin'd* 
It breaks loose when it is confin'd, 
And like the soul, its harbourer, 
Debarr'd the freedom of the air, 
Disdains against its will to stay, 
But struggles out, and flies away ; 
And therefore never can comply 
To' endure the matrimonial tie, 
That binds the female and the male, 
Where the' one is but the other's bail , 
Like Roman ffiolers, when they slept, 
Chain'd to the prisoners they kept; 
Of which the true and iaithfoU'st lover 
Gives best security to snffi»r. 
Marriage is but a beast, some say, 
That carries double in foul way ; 
And therefore 'tis not to be' admir'd 
It should so suddenly be tirM : 
A bargain, at a venture made, 
Between two partners in a trade ; 
(For what's inferred by t' have and V Md» 
But somethmg past away, and sold 
That, as it makes but one of two, 
Reduces all things else as low ; 
And at the best is but a mart 
Between the one and t'other part. 
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That on the marriage-day is paid, 

Or hotir of death, Uie het ia laid ; 

And all the rest of better or worse. 

Both are hut losers oat of purse: 

For when upon their uogot heirs 

lliey* entail themselves, and all that's theirs^ 

What blinder bargain e*er was driv'u, 

Or wager laid at six and seven? 

To pass themselves away, and turn 

Their children's tenants ere they're boriv? 

Beg one another idiot 

To guardians, ere they ai-e begot ; 

Or ever shall, perhaps, by the* one 

Who's bound to vouch 'em for his own, 

Thou^ got by' implicit generation, 

And general chib of aU tlie nation ; 

For which she*s fortified no less 

Than all the island, witli four seas.; 

Exacts the tribute of her dower, 

In ready insolence and power. 

And miiLkes him pass away, to have 

And hold, to her, himself, her slave, 

More wretched than an ancient villain f, 

Condemn'd to drudgeiy and tilUiigt 

While all he does upon tiie by, 

Shea not bound to justify, 

Nor at her proper cost and charge 

Maintain the feats he does at large. 

Such hideous sots were those obedient 

Old vassals, to theu* ladies regent ; 

* Vilbnajie was an ancient tett»H* liy which the servtnit 
were obliKcd to ptrtwm ttie »«; ITiWah •eivlw* fw tU^ 
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To give the cheats the eldest hand 

In foul play, by the laws o' th* land, 

For which so many a legal cuckold 

Has been run down in courts, and trackle(|: 

A law that most unjustly yokes 

All Johns of Stiles to Joans of Nokc«, 

Without distinction of degree, 

Condition, age, or quality ; 

Admits no power of revocation. 

Nor valuable consideration. 

Nor writ of error, nor reverse 

Of judgment past, for better or worsen 

Will not allow the privileges 

That beggars challenge under hedges, 

Who, when they're griev'd, can make dead horses 

Tlieir spiritual judges of divorces, 

While nothing else but rem in re 

Can set the proudest wretches free ; 

A slavery beyond enduring. 

But that 'tis of their own procuring. 

As spiders never seek the fly, 

But leave him, of himself, to' apply ; 

»So men are by themselves employ'd^ 

To quit the freedom they enjoy 'd. 

And run their necks into a noose, 

They'd break 'em after to break loose. 

As some whom death would not depart^ 

Have done the feat themselves by art : 

like Indian widows, gone to bed. 

In flaming curtains, to the dead ; 

And men as often dangled for*t, 

And yet will never leave the sport. 

Nor do the ladies want excuse 

For all the stratagems they use» 
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To gain the' advantage of the set, 

And lurch the amoroos rook and cheat : 

For as the Pythagorean sonl 

Runs through all beasts, and fish, and fowl. 

And has a smack of every one, 

So love does, and has ever done ; 

And therefore though 'tis ne'er so fond, 

Takes strangely to the vagabond. 

'Tis but an ague that's reverst, 

Whose hot fit takes the patient first, 

That after bums with cold as much 

As iron in Greenland does the touch > 

Melts in tlie furnace of desire, 

Ldke glass, tliat's but the ice of iire ; 

And when his heat of fancy's over, 

Becomes as hard and frail a lover: 

For when he's wTth love-powder laden, 

And prim'd and cock'd by Miss or Madam, ' 

The smallest sparkle of an eye 

Gives fire to his artillery ; 
And off the loud oathis go, but, while 
Tliey're in the very act, recoil. — 
Hence 'tis, so few dare take their chance 
Without a separate maintenance ; 
And widows, who have tried one lover, 
Trust none again till they 'ave made over ; - 
Or if they do, before they marry. 
The foxes weigh the geese they carry, 
And ere they venture o'er a stream, 
Know how to nze themselves and them ; 
Wlience wittiest ladies always choose 
To undertake the heaviest goose : 
For now the world is grown so wary, 
That few of either sex dare marry, 
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Bat rather tmst, on tick, to* amoors, 

Tlie cross and pile for better or worse ; 

A mode that is held honoMrable 

As well as French, ^nd fashionable : 

For when it falls out for the best, 

Where both are incommoded least, 

In soul and body two unite 

To make up one hermaphrodite. 

Still amorous, and fond, and biUing, 

Like Philip and Mary on a shilling, 

They 'ave more punctilios and capriches 

Between the petticoat and breeches, 

More petulant extravagances. 

Than poets make 'em in rooBanqes \ 

Though when their heroes 'spouse the dame^. 

We hear no more of charms and flames ; 

For then tlieir late attracts declme, 

And turn as eager as prick'd wine, 

And all their catterwauling tricks, 

In earnest to as jealous piques, 

Which the' Ancients wisely signified 

By the' yellow manteaus of the bride : 

For Jealousy is but a kind 

Of clap and crincum of the minoj. 

The natural effects of love, 

As other flames and aches prove : 

But all the mischief is, the doubt 

On whose account they first broke out 

For thougii Chineses go to bed 

And lie-in, in their ladies' stead. 

And, for the pains they took before, 

Are nurs'd and pampered to do more ; 

Our green-men do it worse, when X\f! hap 

To fall in labour ^ a clap; 
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Both lay the child to one another, 
Bnt who's the father, who the mother, 
*Ti3 hard to say in multitudes^ 
Or who imported the French goods. 
But health and siclusesB b'ing all one. 
Which both engaged before to own, 
And are not with their bodies bound 
To worship, only when they're saond. 
Both give 9iid take their equal shares 
Of all they suffer by &lse wares ; 
A late no Lover can divert 
With all his caution, vnt, and art : 
For 'tis in vain to think to guess 
At women by appearances, 
That paint and patch their imperfectionsi 
Of intellectual complexions. 
And daub their tempers o'er with washes 
As artificial as their faces ; 
Wear under visor-masks their talents. 
And mother-wits, before their gallants ; 
Until they're hamper'd in the noose. 
Too fast to dream of breaking loose ; 
When all the flaws they strove to hide 
Are made unready with the bride. 
That with her wedding-clothes undresses 
Her complaisance and gentilesses ; 
Tries all her arts to take upon her 
Tlie government, from the' easy Qwner ^ 
Until the wretch is glad to wave 
His lawful right, and turn her slave ; 
Find all his having and his holding 
Reduc'd to' eternal noise and scolding ; 
Tbe conjugal petard, that tears 
Down all portcullises of ears, 
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And makes the yoUey of one tongue 
For all their leathern shields too strong ; 
When only arm'd with noise and nails, 
The female silk-worms ride tlie males^ 
Transform 'em into rams and goats, 
like Sirens, with their charming notes ; 
Sweet as a screech-owl's serenade. 
Or those enchanting murmurs made 
By the' husband mandrake, and the wile, 
Both bnried, like themselves, alive.' 

Qnoth he, * These reasons are but strains 
Of wanton over-heated brains, 
Which railliers, in their wit or drink, 
Do rather wheedle with, than think. 
Man was not man in Paradise, 
Until he was created twice, 
And had his better half, his bride, 
Carv'd from the' original, his side, 
To' amend his natural defects, 
And perfect his recruiting sex ; 
Enlarge his breed, at once, and lessen 
The pains and labour of increasing, 
By changing them for other care?; 
As by his dried-up paps appears. 
His body, that stupendous frame, 
Of all the world the anagram, 
Is of two equal parts compact, 
lu shape and symmetry exact, 
Of which the left and female aade 
Is to tlie manly right, a bride ; 
Both join'd together with such art, 
That nothing else but death can part. 
Those heav'nly' attracts of your*s, yonr eyes. 
And face, that all the world surprise, 
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That dazzle all that look npoa ye^ 
And scorch all other ladies tawny ; 
Those ravishing and charming graces, 
Are all made op of two half &ces 
That, in a mathematic line, 
Like those in other heavens, join; 
Of which, if either grew alone, 
Twoold fright us much to look upon : 
And so would that sweet bod, your Up» 
Without the other's fellowship. 
Oor noblest senses act by paurs. 
Two eyes to see, to hear two ears; 
The' intelligencers of the mind, 
To wait upon the soul designed : 
But those that serve the body' alone 
Are single and confin'd to one. 
Tlie world is but two parts, that meet 
And close at the' equinoctial fit ; 
And so are all the works of Nature, 
Stamped with her signature on matter} 
Whidi all her creatures, to a leaf, 
Or smallest bhide of grass, receive. 
All which sufficiently declare 
How' entirely marriage is her care. 
The only method, that she uses 
In all the wonders she produces ; 
And those that take their rules from hec 
Can never be deceiv'd nor err : 
For what secares the civil life, 
But pawns of children, and a wife .' 
That lie, tike hostages, at stake, 
To pay for all men undertake ; 
To whom it is as necessary, 
Af to be bom and breathe^ to ^larry ', 
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So universal, all mankind 

In nothing cjite is of one mind: 

For in what stupid age or nation 

Was marriage ever out of fashion ? 

Unless among the Amazons, 

Or cloistered Friars and Vestal nuns, 

Or Stoics, who, to bar the freaks 

And loose excesses of the sex, 

Preposterously would have all women 

Turn*d up to all the world in common ; 

Though men would find such mortal feuds 

In sharing of their public goods, 

*Twould put them to more charge of lives, 

Hian they're supplied with now by wives ; 

Until they grace, and wear their clothes, 

As beasts do, of their native growths ; 

For simple wearing of their horns 

Will not suffice to serve their turns. 

For what can we pretend to* hiherit. 

Unless the marriage^eed will bear it? 

Could cfaiim no right to lands or rents, 

But for our parents' settlements ; 

Had been but younger sons o' tb' earth, 

Debar'd it all, but for our berth. 

What honours, or estates of peers, 

Could be preserv'd but by their heirs? 

And what security maintains 

Their right and title, but the banitt? 

What crowns could be hereditary, 

If greatest monarchs did not marry, 

And witli their consorts consummate 

Their weightiest interests of state? 

For all the' amours of princes are 

But guarantees of peaoa or war. 
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Or what but marriage faas a chanii. 
The rage of empires to disarm ? 
Make blood and desolation cease. 
And fire and sword unite in peace, 
When all their tierce contests for forage 
Conchide in articles of marriage ? 
Nor does the genial bed provide 
Less for the mteiests of the bride, 
Who else had not the least pretence 
To' as much as due benevolence ; 
Could no more title take upon her 
To virtue, quality, and honour, 
Tlian ladies errant nnconfin'd, 
And feme-coverts to all mankind. 
All women would be of one piece, 
The virtuous matron, and the miss ; 
The nymphs of ciiaste Diana's train, 
The same vrith those in Lewkner's lane, 
But for the difference marriage makes 
Twixt wives and ladies of the Lakes : 
Bendes the joys of place and birth, 
The sex*s par«lise on earth ; 
A privilege so sacred held, 
That none will to their mothers yield, 
But rather than not go before, 
Abandon heaven at the door : 
And if the' indulgent law allows 
A greater freedom to the spouse. 
The reason is, because the mte 
Rons greater hasards of her lifk -, 
Is tnisted with the form and matter 
Of all mankind, by careful Nature, 
Where man brings nothing but tlie stutl' 
8be frames the wondrous fabric of «. 
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Who therefore, in a strait, may freely 

Demand the clergy of her belly, 

And make it save her the same way 

It seldom misses to betray, 

Unless both parties wisely enter 

Into the Liturgy indenture. 

And though some fits of small contest 

Sometimes fall out among th^ best, 

That is no more than every lover 

Does from his hackney-lady suffer; 

That makes no breach of iaitb and love. 

But rather (sometimes) serves to' improve : 

For as, in running, every pace 

Is but between two legs a race. 

In which both do their uttermost 

To get before and win the post. 

Yet when they're at their races' ends, 

They're still as kind and constant fnends, 

And, to relieve their weariness. 

By turns give one another ease ; 

So all those false alarms of strife 

Between the hnsband and the vnfe, 

And little quarrels, often prove 

To be but new recruits of love ; 

When those who 're always kind or coy, 

In time must either tire or cloy. 

Nor are the loudest clamours more 

Than as they're relish'di sweet or sour ; 

Like music, that proves bad or good, 

According as 'tis understood. 

In all amours a lover bums 

With frowns, as well as smiles, by turns ; 

And hearts have been as oft with sullen 

Ap charming looks snrpris'd and stoleu : 
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Then why shoald ohm^ b^twitcfafmg.cIaQiottr 
Some lovers not as nHicli eaaBioiir? 
For discords make Ute sweetest aire. 
And curses are a 4u(id <^pray'rs ; 
Two slight alloys ior all those grand 
Felicities by marriage gain'd: 
For notiiiiig else km poWr :to sejttle 
The' interests of love peipetual ; 
An act and deed ibat makes one beaKt 
Become another's coi«ater-p.art, 
And passes fines on faUh and love, 
Inroird and registered above, 
To seal tli.e slippery knols ot' vows, 
Mliich nothing else but death can loose. 
And what secucity's .tiM> strong 
To goard that geolk /heart from wrong, 
That to its friefid issglad to pass 
Itself away, m4 (ftl it bfis ; 
'Andy like an aodqiritf^ gives tover 
This world, for th' hesv'jQ of a lover V 
* I grant (quoth she) itbeiie are ftome few 
Who take that flOAf49»ai>d <M it tnHi» 
But millions jprhonp tke same does sentep^e 
To heav'n by^ wiolb«r#»y,^eop6iitaiMtt^ 
Liove's arrows are but4h«i ffft^rM^ef^, 
Though all they 4iM: they /Iwrutto Hh^<ws, 
And all the weighty cfwait^lllQllts 
•X>epend upon mortiblUiSt ^xi^ptp 
Than gamestt^n, mkm Ib^ piny « i^ 
With greateiit<aiiAmpgyUiPij|a«ti^ 
Put out vnth cfikfiM^fli ilH^ ^Hk^ te 
They know not mUlilttmtifl^mmim* 
For what do lovers, when tlieylre^fa^ 
fn one,^0lib0r*» 4rj|i3.ewat)t:ftO*4 
vol- II. « 
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Bat strive to plunder, and convey 
Each other, like a prize, away? 
To change the property of selves. 
As sacking children are hy elves? 
And if they nse their persons so, 
What will they to their fortunes do ? 
Their fortunes ! the perpetual aims 
Of all theur ecstasies and flames. 
For when the money's on the book , 
And All my worldly goodg-^bnt spoke ; 
(The formal livery and seisin 
That puts a lover in possession) 
To that alone the bridegroom's vredded, 
The bride a flam that's superseded : 
To that their fiiith is still made good, 

And aU the oaths to us they vow'd; 

For when we once reagn our pow'rs, 

We 'ave nothing left we can call oore: 

Our money's now become the Miss 

Of all your lives and sef vices, 

And we forsaken and postponed. 

But bawds to what befoire we own'd ; 

Which as it made y* at first gallant us, 

So now hires others to supplant ht, 

Until 'tis all tum'd ont of doors 

(As we had been) for new amours. 

For what did ever heweas yet. 

By being bom to lordships, get? 

When, the more lady she*!* of manors, 

She's but expos'd to more trepanners, 

Pays for tlieir projects and designs, 

And for her ovwi destruction fines ; 

« The II»iil.t€r»' iiBd Clerk*' fees »tjied^u, we ordered 
«iy tbe rubric tb be IskI npon tbe book frith the nag. 
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And does bat tempt them with her riches, 

To use her as the dev*! deed witches. 

Who takes it for a special grace 

To be their cnlly for a space, 

That, when the time's expired, the drassels 

For ever may become his vassals : 

So she, bewitch'd by rooks and spirits, 

Betrays herself, and all she' inherits; 

Is bought and sold, like stolen goods, 

By pimps, and match-makers, and bawds; 

Until they force her to convey, 

And steal the thief himself away. 

These are the everlasting fruits 

Of all your passionate love-suits, 

llie' effects of all your amorous fancies, 

To portions and inheritances ; 

Your love-flick rapture, for fruition 

Of dowry, jointure, and tuition ; 

To which you make address and conrtship. 

And with your bodies strive to worship, 

That the* inlant's fortunes may partake 

Of love too, for the mother's sake. 

For these yon play at purposes, 

Aod love yonr loves with A's and B's ; 

For these at Beste and Ombre woo, 

And pkiy for love and money too ; 

Strive who shall be the ablest man 

At right gaUanting of a &n ; 

And who the most genteely bred 

At sucking of a vizor-bead ; 

How best to* accost us in all quarters, 

To* our question-and-command new garters ; 

And solidly discourse upon 

411 sorts of dresses pro and cont 
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For there's tto mystery nor trade. 

But in the art of love is made ; 

And when you have more debts to pay 

Than Michaelmas and Lady-day, 

And no way possible to do't 

But love and oaths, and restless suit, 

To us y' apply, to pay the scores 

Of all your cullied past amours; 

Act o'er your flames and darts again, 

And char^ us with your wounds and paui ; 

Which otiiers' inHuences long since 

Have chann'd your noses with, and shins ; 

For which the surgeon is unpaid, 

And like to be, without our aid. 

Lord ! what an amorous thing is want! 

How debts and mortgages inchant I 

What graces must that lady have. 

That can from executions save ! 

What chann^ that can reverse extent. 

And null decree and exigent! 

What magical attracts, and graoe^ 

That can redeem firom Sarefadiu! 

From bonds and statutes 4:ao dischaige» 

And from conlen^i of ^courts eolarge ! 

These are the l^gbest eiMsdieoceft 

Of all your true ojr false pretences i 

And you would damnyojfirselve^iand sw«wr 

As much to' an hostess dowagar, 

Grown fat and pursy by retail 

Of pots of beer and botUed ale ; 

And find her fitter £9r>our turn. 

For fat is w.ondrous .apt to Uun i 

Who at your flames would soon iake^re, 

Relent, and melt to y;ioiir4eMre, 
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And, like a candle ht tbe socket, 
Dissolve her graces into yonr pocket.' 

By this time 'twas grown dark a«d hte, 
Wlien they' heard a knocking at the gate, 
Laid on in haste, with snch a power. 
That blows grew louder still and louder; 
Which Hudibras, as if they 'ad been 
Bestow'd as freely on his skin, 
Expounding by his inward light, 
Or rather more prophetic fright, 
To be the Wizard, come to seareh. 
And take him napping m the tnrch, 
Tum'd pale as ashes, or a clont, 
Bnt why, or wherefore, is a doabt : 
For men will tremble, and tarn paler. 
With too mnch or too little valour. 
His heart laid on, as if it tried 
To force a passage through tris side, 
Impatient (as he vow'd; to wait 'em. 
But in a fury to fly at 'em ; 
And therefore beat, and laid about. 
To find a cranoy to creep out. 
Bnt she who saw in what a taking 
The Knight was by his furious quaking, 
Undaunted cried, ' Courage, Sir Knight, 
Know I'm resolv'd to break no rite 
Of hospitality to' a stranger j 
But, to secure you out of danger, 
Will here myself stand sentinel, 
To guard this pass 'gainst Sidrophel : 
Women, you know, do seldom fkil 
To make the stoutest men turn tail. 
And bnvely tcom to turn their backs 
Upon the desp'ratest attacks.' 
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At this the Knight grew resolute 

As IroDside, or Hardiknute ^ ; 

His fortitude began to rally. 

And oat he cried aloud, to sally; — 

But she besouf^t him to convey 

His courage rather out o' th' way, 

And lodge in ambush on the floor, 

Or fortified behind a door ; 

That, if the enemy should enter, 

He might relieve her in the' adventure. 

Meanwhile they knock'd against the door, 
As fierce as at the gate before ; 
Which made the renegado Knight 
Rehipse again to* his former fright. 
He thought it desperate to stay 
Till the' enemy had forc'd his vray, 
But rather post himself, to serve 
The Lady for a fresh reserve. 
His duty was not to dispute. 
But what she 'ad order'd execute ^ 
Which he resolv'd in haste to' obey. 
And therefore stoutly march'd away, 
And all be' enconuter'd fell upon, 
Though in the dark, and all sdone ; 
Till fear, that braver feats performs 
Than ever courage dar*d in arms, 
Had drawn him up before a pass, 
To stand upon his guard, and face : 
This he courageously invaded. 
And, having enter'd, barricadoed -, 
Insconc'd himself as formidable 
As could be underneath a table, 

7 Two famous and valiant princes of this coantrr: iIm 

wie a Saxoii, tli« otiier a Dane. 
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Where he lay down in ambush close. 

To' expect the' arrival of his foes. 

Few minotes he had lain perdnef 

To guard his desperate avenue. 

Before he heard a dreadful shout* 

As loud as putting to the rout ; 

Witli which impatiently ahirm'd, 

He iancy'd the' enemy had storm'd ; 

And, after entering, Sidrophel 

Was fall'n upon the guards pell-mell : 

He therefore sent out all his senses 

To bring him in intelligences, 

Which vulgars, out of ignorance, 

Mistake for falling in a trance ; 

But tiiose tliat trade in geomancy. 

Affirm to be the strength of fancy; 

In which thfe Lapland Magi deal, 

And things incredible reveal. 

Meanwhile the foe beat up his quarters. 

And storm'd the outworks of his fortress ; 

And as another of the same 

Degree and party, in arras and fame, 

That in the same cause had engag'd. 

And war with equal conduct wag'd. 

By venturing only but to thrust 

His head a span beyond his post, 

By' a general of the Cavaliers 

Was dragg'd through a window by the' ears% 

So he was serv'd in his redoubt, 

And by the other end puU'd out. 

Soon as they had him at their mercy, 
They put him to the cudgel fiercely, 

• Sir Eraimm P. was the penon so served by Col. Bfer- 
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As if ihfty 'ad seorn'd U> trade er Imtfer^ 

By giving or by taking quarlier : 

They gtontly on his quartern laid, 

Until his scouts came m to* hift aid: 

For when a man is past his sense. 

There's no way to rednce hinv thence. 

But twinging him by tiie'earsornose^ 

Or laying on of heavy blows ; 

And if that will not do like deed, 

To burning with hot irons proceed. 

No sooner was he come to' hinttelf,. 

But on his neck a sturdy elf 

Clapped, in a- trice, his cloven hoof, 

And thus at(ack'd him with reproof r 
< Mortal, thoo art betray'd to as 

By' our friend, thy evil genius, 

Who for thy horrid perfuries^ 

Thy breach of faith, and turning Hes,. 

The Brethren's privilege (against 

The wicked) on themselves, the Saiiita> 

Has here thy wretched carcass sest. 

For just revenge and punishment. 

Which thou hast now no way to lessen^ 

But by an open, free confession ; 

For if we catch thee foiling once, 

'Twill iall the heavier on thy bones; 

^ VVliat made thee venture to betray. 
And Hlch the Lady^s heart away ? 
To spirit her to matrimony P— 
* That which contracts all matches, money. 
It was the mrdiantment of her riches. 
That made nie' apply t' your erony witches ;^ 
ThaA in retura would pay the' expense, 
"She wear and tear of conscience^ 



5d by Google 



Which I could httve ptMifd np, aail fnMy 
For the' hundredth fNirt of what I earn'd/ 

* Didst thou not love her (hen P speak true/ 

< No more (qaoth he) than I fovt yon.' 

< How woukEst fhoff 'ave «s*d her an# her Okmey ?' 

< First tnm'd her np to aliinony. 
And laid her dewfy eot in law, 
To nnil her johitiire with a Aaw, 
Which I beforehand had agreed' 

To' have put) on pnrpose, in the de^d^ 
And bar her widow's makuig ov€fr 
To' a friend in trust, or private lover.' 

* What made thee pick and eboo«e her out 
To' employ their sorceries about ?'— 

* That which makes gamesters play with those 
Who have least wit, and most to lose.' 
' But didst tlion scourge thy vessel thus, 
As thou hast <feunn'd thyself to us^ 

* I see you take tte for an ass i-^-^ 
'Tb true, I thought the trick would pass, 
Upon a woman, vwU enough, 

As 't has been often fonmd by proof, 
Whose humours fCre not to be won 
But vHien they are impost upon ; 
For Love approves of aB they do 
That stand for candidates, and woo.' 

< Why didst ttou ibrge those shameful Iks 
Of bears and wilehes hi disguise?* 

* That is no more than authors give 
The rabble credit to believe ; 

A trick of foHowf^g theur leaders. 
To entertain their gedtle readers : 
And we have now no other w^« 
Of passing all we do or say • ' 
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Which, when 'tis natural and tmey 
Will be believ'd b* a vei^ few; 
Beside the danger of offence, 
The fatal enemy of sense.' 

< Why didst thou choose that cursed sin, 
Hypocrisy, to set up inP 

< Because it is tlie thriving*8t calling, 
The only saints'-bell that rings aU in ; 
In which all Churches are cbncem'd, 
And is the easiest to be leam'd : 

For no degrees, unless tb' employ't, 
Can ever gain nuich, or enjoy't : 
A pfi that is not only able 
To domineer among the rabble, 
But by the laws empowered to root, 
And awe the greatest that stand out; 
Which few hold forth, against, for fear 
Their hands should slip, and come too near ; 
For no sin else, among the Saints, 
Is taught so tenderly against.' 

< What made thee break thy plighted vows?*-— 
* That which makes others break a house. 

And hang, and scorn ye all, before 
Endure the plague of being poor*' 

Quoth he, ^ I see yon have more tricks 
Than all our doting politics, 
That are grown old, and out of fashion, 
Compar'd with your new Reformation ; 
That we must come to school to you. 
To learn your more refin'd and new.' 

Quoth he, < If you will give me leave 
To tell you what I now perceive, 
Von'U find yourself an arrant chouse. 
If 3^' were but at a Meeting-house.* 
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< lis true, (quoth he) we ne^er come there» 
Became w' have let 'em out by th' year/ 

' Truly (quoth he) yon cao't imagine 
What woiMiroos things they will engage io ; 
That as your tellow-fiends in hell 
Were angels all before they iell, 
So are you like to be agam 
Compared with the' angels of as men.* 

Qaoth he, < I am resolv'd to be 
Thy scholar in this mystery ; 
And therefore first desire to know 
Some principles on which yon go.— 
What makes a knave a child of God^ 
And one of as?* — * A livelihood.' 
< What renders beating oot of brains. 
And mnrder, godliness?'— < Crreat gains.' 

< What's tender conscience P— * 'Tis a botch 
That will not bear the gentlest touch ; 

But, breaking out, dispatches more 
Than the' epidemical'st plague-sore.' 

* What nukes y' incroach upon our trade^ 
And damn all otliersP — < To be paid.' 

' What's orthodox and true believmg 
Against a conscience^ — * A good living/ 

< What makes rebelling against kings 
A good old Cause P—^ Administrings/ 

* What makes all doctrines phun and elear?*-*- 

* About two hundred pounds a-year/ 

^ And that which was prov'd true before, 
prove false again?' — * Two hundred more/ 

< What makes the breaking of all oaths 
A holy duty?' — * Food and clothes.' 

* What hiws and freedom, persecution .^-«« 

* B^iof out of power, and contribation/ 
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* Wfaaf iiMket a dmrch a de» of thi«««i ^-^ 

< A Dean aad Chapter, and wbite sleeves/ 

* And whttt wonid serve, if tbese were geoe^ 
To make it orthodox?*—-^ Our own.' 

< What makes morality a erime, 
The most notorious of file time ; 
Morality, which both the Smuts 
And wicked, too, ovy out against ?* — 

< 'Canse grace and virtue Me within 
Prohibited degrees of kin ; 

And therefore no tme Samt allows 
They shall be suffered to esponse : 
For Saints jcan need no conscience, 
That with morality dispense ; 
As virtue's impions, when 'tis rooted 
In nature only', and not imputed : 
But why the wicked shenid do so. 
We neither know, nor eare to do.' 

< Whafs liberty of conscience, 

I' th' natural and genuine sense?* — 
* *Tis to restore, widi more security^ 
Rebellion to ils ancient puhty ; 
And Christian liberty reduce 
To the' elder practice of the Jews; 
For a large coascience is alt one. 
And signifies'llie same with none/ 

A It is cnougii (^oth he) for onee^ 
And has repriev'd thy forfeit bones: 
Nic Maehtavet had ne'er a tiick, 
(Though he gave his name to our Okl Nick) 
But was below the least of these, 
That pass i' th' world for holiness.' — 
This said, the Fortes ami the light, 
In the' instant vanished ont of ^ht» 
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And left bim in the dark iileiie, > 

With stinks of brimstone and his owb. 

The Queen of Night, whose lacge ooaHnand 
"Rules all the sea, and half t\m Uead^ 
And over moist and craiy btaios. 
In high spring-tides, at tnidnii^t reigns, 
Was now dedining to the west, 
To go to bed and take her rest; 
When Hudibras, whose stabborn blows 
Denied his bones that s«ft repose, 
Lay stiy* e&pectuig wone and moie, 
Stretch'd out at length upon the floor , 
And though he ahot his eyes as fiist 
As if he 'ad been to sleeip his last. 
Saw all the shapes (hat fear «r wisards 
Do make the devil wear for visacds. 
And pricking upius ears, to havk 
If he coald hear, too, in the 4»xk, 
Was first invaded wiU) a groan, 
And after, in a feeUe tone* 
Hiese trembluig wovds: < (Jnhapfy matt/obf 
What hast thou iottea by this fetch ; 
Or all thy tricks, la Urn new trade^ 
Thy holy Brotherhood o* th' Made? 
By sauntflongtftill «b aoioe advantiin^ 
And growing to thy hone a Centaar? 
To stuff thy . skin with swallii^ kooka 
Of cmel and bard-woodfid druba? 
For still thou 'ast had the womt oa't flf«t, 
Ab well in conqoent as defeat : 
Night is the sabbatii of smaakindf 
To rest the body and the mind, 
Which now thou art denied to keep, 
And cure thy labpur'd carfii w|^ atafip.' 
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The Knif^t, who heard the words, ezphnnM 
As meant to him thUreprimandy 
Because the character did hit 
Point-blank upon his case so fit ; 
Believ'd it was some drolfing spright 
That staid upon the guard that night, 
And one of those he 'ad seen, and MX 
The drubs he had so freely dealt ; 
When, after a ^ort pause and groan, 
The dolefiil Spirit thus went on; 

< This 'tis to' engage with Dogs and Bearsy 
Pell-mell together by the ears, 
And, after painful bangs and knocks, 
To lie in limbo in the stocks, 
And from the pinnacle of glory 
Fall headlong into Purgatory:'-^ 

(Thought he, ' this devil's full of malice, 
That on my late disasters rallies') 
* Condemn'd to whipping, but declin'd H, 
By being more heroic-minded ; 
And at a ridmg handled worse. 
With treats more slovenly and coarse ; 
Engag'd with fiends in stubborn wars, 
And hot disputes with conjurers ; 
And, when thou Hidst braviely won the day. 
Wast fiun to steal thyself away:' — 

(< I see, thought he, this shameless elf 
Would fain «teal me, too, from myself. 
That impudently dares to own 
What I have su£fer'd for and done') 
^ And now, but venturing to betray, 
Hast met with vengeance the same way.' 

Thought he, ' how does the devil know 
Fl»t 'twas that I deognd to do f 
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His office of inteUigence, 

Hus oracles, are ceas'd lon^ since ; 

And he knows nothing of the Saints, 

But what some treaclierons spy acquaints. 

This is some pettifogging fiend, 

Some under door-keeper's friend's friend, 

'piat undertakes to understand, 

And juggles at the second band. 

And now would pass for Spirit Po *, 

And all men's dark concerns foreknow. 

I think I need not fear bim for't ; 

These rallying devib do no hurt/ 

With that he rou8*d bis drooping heart, < 

And hastily cry*d out, * What art?* — 

« A wretch, (quoth he) whom want of grace 

Has brought to this unhappy place.' 

' ' I do believe thee, (quoth the Knight) 
Thus f^r I'm sore thou 'rt in the right : 
And know what 'tis that troubles thee, 
Better than thou hast gness'd of me. 
Tbon art some paltry, black-guard sprigtit^ 
Condemn'd to drudgery in the night ; 
Thon hast no work to do in the* house, 
Nor halfpenny to drop in shoes ; 
Without the raismg of which sum 
Yon dare not be so troublesome 
To pmch the slatterns black and blue, 
. For leaving yon theur work to do. 
This is your business, good Pug-Robin '°, 
And your diversion dtul dry bobbing, 

9 Tom Po i» said to bavc been an expression comQionly 
Hsed for a ghost. 
i<» RobiR Goo<lfellow vas a notorrone 9pl<^i'' 
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To' entice fiinatics in the dirt, 
And wash 'em cleaa in ditches for't ; 
Of which conceit yon are so proud, 
At every jest you laugh aload» 
As now yon would have dose by me. 
But that I barred your raillery.* 

' Sir, (quoth the Voice) ye 're tio^aucb lopbi 
As you would have the world jttd|^ of ye. 
If you design to w^igh our talents 
r the* standard of your own faUe balancey 
Or think it possible to Iwow 
Us ghosts, as well as we do you ; 
We who have been the .enfedastiiig 
Companions of your druhfi and bastiag* 
And nev«r4eft you in conl^l;, 
With male or female, mm ^ beaat, 
But prov^ .as true t* ye, .and ontife, 
In all adventures, as yf»uf S^r^.* 

Quoth he, ' That may be.9pid.as true 
By the* idlest pug ef ^ your cnew : 
For none could have betray'd us wone 
Tlian those allies of ours and yoiun^ 
But I have sent hm for a tokeu 
To your low-country Hogeu^og^dOf 
To whose infernal shores Ihoipe 
He'll swing Uke skipfNsrs " ia a jEOfpe t 
And if ye 'ave bieQn more just .to vhub 
^As I am apt to thiok) ttm he» 
I am afraid it ka us 4nie 
What the' iU-afiecled s^y of you; 
Ye 'ave 'spous'd the Covenant and Cause, 
By holding vp your cloven paws.' 

'> In HoUiad ajuMler «f a aUp is indM« aUfper. 
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' Sir, (quath the Voice) 'tis trae, I granty 
We made, and took tiie Covenant ; 
But that no more concerns the Canse, 
Than other perjnnes do the laws, 
Which when they're prov'd in open conrt, 
Wear wooden peccadUlo's Ibr't : 
And thafs the reason Cov'nanters 
Hold up their hands, like rogues at bars.* 

^I see (quoth Hudibras) ihsm whence 
These scandals of tlie Saints commence. 
That are but natural effects 
Of Satan*s malice, and his sects*, 
Those spider-saints, that hang by threads 
Spun out o* th' entrails of their heads.' 

* Sir, (quoth the Voice) that may as true 
And properly be said of you, 
Wbose talents may compare with either. 
Or both the other put together: 
For all the Independents do, 
Is only what yon forc'd 'etn to ; 
You who are not content alone 
With tricks to put the devil down, 
But must have armies rais'd to back 
The Gospel-work you undertake ; 
As if artillery and edge-tools 
Were the' only engines to save sonis : 
While he, poor devil, has no pow*r 
By force to mn down iind devour ; 
Has ne'er a Classis, cannot sentence 
To stools, or poundage of repentance ; 
Is tied up only to design, 
To' entice, and tempt, and undermine : 
In which yon all his arts outdo, 
And prove yourselves bis betters io«. 

vol.. II* Q 
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Hence 'tis possessions do less evil 
Than mere temptations of the devil^ 

Which all the horrid'st actions done 

Are charg'd in courts of law upon ; 

Because^ unless they help the elf. 

He can do little of himself;. 

And therefore where he's best possest 

Acts most against his interest ; 

Surprises none but those who 'ave priesj)^ 

To turn him out, and exorcists, 

Supplied with spiritual provision, 

And magazines of ammunition ; 

With CTiJBses, relics, crucifixes, 

Beads, pictures, rosaries, and pixes ; 

The tools of working our salvatioa 

By mere mechanic operation : 

With holy water, hke a sluice. 

To ovei-flow all avenues ; 

But those who're utterly unarmed, 

To* oppose his entrance if he storm*d. 

He never offers to surpiise. 

Although his falsest enemies ; 
But is content to be their drudge. 
And on their errands glad to trudge : 
For where are all your forfeitures 
Intrusted in safe hands, but ours? 
Who are but gaolers of the holes 
And dungeons where yon chip up souls ; 
like under-keepers, turn the keys, 

. To' your mitUmus aiuUhenuUf 
And never boggle to restore 
The members you deliver o*er 
Upon demand, with fairer justice. 
Than all your covenanting Trustees ; 
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Unless, to punish them the worse, 
YoQ put them in the secular powers. 
And pass their souls, as some demise 
The same estate, in mortgage twice : 
A¥hen to «* legal ntlegation 
You turn your excommunication, 
And, for a groat unpaid that's due, 
Distrain on soul and body too.' 

Thought he, < 'tis no mean part of civil 
State-prudence to cajole the devil, 
And not to handle him too rough, 
TVhen he' has us in his cloven hoof.' 
* 'TIS true, (quoth he) that intercourse 

lias pass'd between your friends and ours ; 

That, as you trust us, in our way, 

To raise your members, and to lay, 

We send you others of our own, . 

Denounc'd to hang themselves, or drown, 

Or, frighted with our. oratory, 

To leap down headlong many a story ; 

Have us'd all means to propagate 

Your mighty interests of state, 

Laid out our sp'ritual gifts to further 

Your great designs of i-age and murder: 

For if the Saints are nam'd from blood, 

We only 'ave made that title good;- 

And, if it were but in our power, 

We should not scruple to do more, 

And not be half a soul behind 

Of all Dissenters of mankind.' 

* Right, (quoth the Voice) and, as I scorn 

To be ungrateful, in return 

Of all those kind good offices, 

I'll free you out of this distres?, 
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And set you down in safety, where 

It is no time to tell yon here. 

The cock crows, and ttie morn ^faws on, 

When 'tis decreed I must be Rone ; 

And if I leave you here tHl day, 

You'll find it hard to get away.' 

With that the Spirit grop'd about 

To find the' inchanted hero out, 

And tried witii haste to lift him up, 

But found his forlorn hope, his cnip. 

Unserviceable with kicks and blows, 

Receiv'd from harden'd-hearted foes. 

He thouglK to drag him by the heeU, 

like Gresham-carts, vrith legs for wheels * ; 

But fear, that soonest cm-es those sores, 

In danger of relapse to worse, 

Came in to' assist him with its aid, 

And up Ws sii^ng vessel weigh'd. 

No sooner was he fit to trudge, 

But both made ready to dislodge ; 

The Spirit hors'd him, like a sack, 

Upon the vehicle, his back, y 

And bore him headlong into tKe' haU, 

With some few robs agalnstyChe wall; 

Where finding out the poat^m lock'd, 

And the' avenues as strongly block'd, 

He attack'd the window, storm'd the glass, 

And in a moment gain'd the pass ; 

Through which he dragg'd the worsted soldier's 

Fore-quarters out by the' head and shoulders, 

i« A scbcme of a cart with legs that mored hittead ^ 
whecla, was brought l>efore the Royal Society, Marcli 4, 
166«-3. 
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And cautiously began to scout 
To find their fellow-cattle out ; 
Nor was it half a minute's quest. 
Ere he retriev'd tlie champion's beast. 
Tied to a pale, instead of rack, 
But ne'er a saddle on his back, 
Nor pistols at the saddle bow. 
Convey 'd away, the Lord knows how. 
He thought it was no time to stay, 
And let the night, too, steal away ; 
But, in a trice, advanced Uie Knight 
Upon the bare ridge, bolt upright ; 
And, groping out for Ralpho's jade. 
He found the saddle, too, was stray'd, 
And in the place a lump of soap, 
On which he speedily leap'd up ; 
And, turning to the gate the rein, 
He kick'd and cudgell'd on amam; 
While Hndibras, with equal haste. 
On both sides laid about as fast, 
And spurr'd, as jockies use, to break, 
Or padders to secure, a neck : 
Where let us leave 'em for a time, 
And to their Churches turn our rliyme; 
To hold forth their declining state, 
Which, now come near an even rate. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The Saints engage in fierce contests 
About tbeir carnal interests. 
To sliare their sacrilegious preys 
According to tbelr rates of Grace : 
Tbeir various frenzies to rtform, 
When Cromwell left them in a storm ; 
Titl, in th' efige of Rnmps, the rabble 
Barn all their Grandees of the Cabal. 



The learned writei an insect breeze ^ 
Is bat a mongrel prince of bees, 
lliat falls before a storm on cows, 
And stings the founders of his house, 
From whose corrupted flesh that breed 
Of vermin did at first proceed: 
So, ere the storm of war broke out, 
Religion spawn'd a various root 

1 This Canto Is entirely independent of the adventures of 
Hadibras and Ralpho : neither of our heroes make tbeir 
appearance : other characters are introduced, and a neir 
vein of satire is exhibited. The Poet steps out of his road, 
and skips fh>m the time wherein these adventures bappeaed 
to Cromweirs death, and from thence to the dissolntioB of 
the Rump Parliament. >, 

* Breeses often bring along with them great '^aantlties of 
Insects, which some opine are generated from viscous exba- 

tions in the air, bat Butler raises them A-om the cow. 
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Of petalant capricioas sects, 

The maggots of corrupted texts. 

That first run all religion down. 

And after every swarm its own. 

For as the Persian Magi once 

Upon tlieir mothers got their sons, 

That were incapable to' enjoy 

That empire any other way ; 

So Presbyter begot tlie other 

Upon ttie Good Old Cause, his mother, 

Then bore them like the devil's dam. 

Whose son and husband are tlie same ; 

And yet no natural tie of blood, 

Nor interest for the common good, 

Could, when their profits interfer'd. 

Get quarter for each other's beard : 

For when they thriv'd they never fadg'd, 

Bnt only by the ears engag'd ; 

like dogs that snarl about a bone, 

And play together when they 'ave none ; 

As by their truest characters, 

Their constant actions, plainly' appears. 

Rebellion now began, for lack 

Of zeal and plunder, to grow slack ; 

The Cause and Covenant to lessen, 

And Providence to be ont of season ; 

For now there was no more to purchase 

O' th' King's revenue, and the Churche«y 

Bnt all divided, shar'd, and gone; 

That us'd to urge the Brethren on j 

Which forc'd the stubbom'st for tlie Canse, 

To cross the cudgels to tlie laws. 

That what by breakmg them they 'ad gain*d. 

By their support might be maintain'd ; 
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Like thieves, that in a hemp-plot fie. 

Secured against the Hue-and-cry; 

For Presbyter and Independent 

Were now tum'd PiantifiT and Defendant > 

Laid out their apostolic iUnctions 

On carnal Orders and Injunctions ; 

And all their precious Gifls and Graces 

On Outlawries and Scire fitdat ; 

At Michael's term had many trial. 

Worse than the Dragon and St. Michael^ 

Where thousands fell, in shape of fees, 

Into the bottomless abyss. 

For when, like brethren, and like firiends> 

Hiey came to share their dividends. 

And every partner to possess 

His church and state joint-purchases. 

In which the ablest Saint, and hesty 

Was nam'd in trust by all the rest 

To pay their money, and, instead 

Of every Brother, pass tlie deed> 

He straight converted all bis gifb 

To pious irand^ and holy shifts, 

And settled all the other sharea 

Upon his outward man and*s heirs ; 

Held all they claim'd as forfeit land» 

Delivered up into his hands. 

And pass'd upon his consdenoe 

By pre-entail of Providence ; . 

Impeach'd the restfor Reprobates^ 

That had no titles to estates, 

Bat by their spiritual attaints 

Degraded from the right of Saints. 

lliis b'ing revealed, they now begun 

With law and comcience to fail ol^ 
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Aod laid abost as hot aDd brain-sick 
As the' Utter-barrister of Swanswick ^-^ 
Eogag'd with money-bags, a& bold 
As men with sandbags^ did of old, 
That brought the lawyers in more fees 
Than all nnsanctified Trustees; 
Till h» who had no more to show 
r tfa' case, j-eceiv'd the overthrow ; 
Or, both sides having had the worst. 
They parted as they met at firrt. 

Poor Presbyter was now reduc'd, 
Secluded, and cashier'd aod choos'd ! 
Tum'd out, and excommunicate 
From all affairs of Church and State, 
Reform'd to' a reformado Saint, 
And glad to tnm itinerant^ 
To stroll and teach from town to town, 
And those he had taught up teach down % 
And make those uses serve again 
AisaiDst the Kew-enlighten'd men, 
2\s fit as when at first they were 
Keveal'd against the Cavalier ; 
Damn Anabaptist and Ftmatic> 
As pat as Popish and Prelatic ; 
And, with as little variation^ 
To serve for any*sect i* th' nation. 

9 Prynne was born at Swanswick, and nnd to style him- 
aelf Utter-barrister; which seems to imply a champion as 
well as advocate. See Minshen in roc. 

* 4 combat in a legal way. by knights and gentlemen, 
vas fooght with sword and lance; by yeomen, with sand^ 
I>ag8 fastened to tlie end of a truncheon. 

^ The Independents arged the very same doctrines against 
he Presbyterians, which the hitter had nrged against the 
SaboFS. 
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The Good old Cause, which some believe 
To be the devil that tempted Eve 
Witli knowledge, and does still invite 
The world to mischief with. New light, 
Had store of money in her parse, 
When he took her for better or worse, 
But now was grown deform'd and poor. 
And 6t to be tum*d out of door. 

The Independents (whose first station 
Was in the rear of Reformation, 
A mongrel kind of Church-dragoons, 
That serv'd for horse and foot at onee, 
And in the saddle of one steed 
The Saracen and Christian rid ; 
Were free of ev'ry sp*ritual order, 
To preach, and fight, and pray, and mnrder ^) 



^ The officerB And soldien among the Independents got 
into pulpits, and preaclied and prayed as well as fought. 
Oliver Cromwell was famed for a preacher, and has a ser- 
mon in print, entitled Cromwell's Learned^ Devout, «ind 
Consciattious ExercUe, held at Sir Peter Temple's in Lin' 
coin's Inn Fields, upon Rom. xiii. 1, in which are tbe fo)> 
lowing flowers of rhetoric : ' Dearly beloved brethren and 
sisters, it is true, this text is a malignant one ; the wicked 
and ungodly have abused it very much; but, thanks be tu 
God, it was to their own niin. 

' But now that I spoke of kings, the question is, Wbethcr. 
by the higher powers, are meant kings or commoners \ 
Truly, beloved, it is a very great question among those that 
are learned : for may not every one that can read observe. 
that Paul speaks in tbe plural number, higher pcvenf 
Now, had be meant subjection to a king, he would have 
said, " Lei every soul be subject to the higher power,'' if 
he bad meant one man ; but by this you see he meant more 
than one: bei)ids us " be sultject to the higher poteen,'' 
that is, tbe Council of State, the House of Commons, and 
the Army.' lb. p. 3. 

lb. Sir Roger LEstranc^e observes upon tbe pretended 
saints of those times. That they did not set one step, in the 
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No sooner go t the start, to larch 
Both diBciplines, of War and Charch, 
And Providence enough to ran 
The chief commanders of 'em down. 
But carried on the war against 
The common enemy o' th' Saints, 
And in a while prevaird so ^, 
To win of them the game of war, 
And be at liberty once more 
To' attack themseWes as th' had before. 

For now there was no foe in arms 
To' unite their factions with alarms, 
But all rednc'd and overcome. 
Except their worst, themselves at home; 
Who 'ad compass'd all they pray'd, and swore, 
And fought, and preach'd, and plunder'd for, 
Subdued the Nation, Church, and State, 
And all things but their laws and hate; 
But when they came to treat and transact. 
And share the spoil of aU they 'ad ransackt, 
To botch up what they 'ad torn and rent. 
Religion and the Government, 
They met no sooner, but prepar'd 
To pull dovm all the war had spar'd ; 
Agreed in nothing, but to' abolish, 
Subvert, extirpate, and demolish : 
For knaves and fools b'ing near of kin, 
As Dutch boors are to' a seoterkin. 
Both parties join'd to do tlieir best 
To damn the public interest ; 



whole tract of this iniqi^ty, without seeking t|ie Lord first, 
and, going up to inquire of tlie Lord, according to the cant 
of lliose days. 
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And herded only in consults, 
To put by one anotbtr*8 bolts; 
To' oat-cant the Babyloniui lalKmren, 
At all their dialects of jabbererBy 
And tug at both ends of tiie saw, 
To tear down govemment and hiw : 
For as two cheats, that play one game. 
Are both defeated of their aim ; 
So those who play a game of state. 
And only cavil in debate. 
Although there's nothing lost nor won. 
The public business is nndotte. 
Which still the longer 'Itf in doing. 
Becomes the surer way to ruin. 

This whan the RoyalistH perceived, 
(Who to their iaith as firmly eleav'd, 
And own'd the right they had paid down 
So dearly for, the Church and Crown) 
Th' united constanter, and sided 
The more, the more their foes divided: 
For though ont>iiomber'd, overthrown, 
And by the fate of war run down, 
Their duty never was defeated. 
Nor from their oaths and iiuth retreated ; 
For loyalty is still the same, 
Whether it win or lose the game ; 
True as the dial to the sun, 
Although it be not shin'd upon. 
But when these Brethren in evil, 
Their adversaries, and the devil, 
Began once more to show them play. 
And hopes, at least, to have a day, 
They rallied in parades of woods, 
And unfrequented solitudes -, 
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Convened at midntght in oiitbonses. 
To' appoint oew-ristng rendessvooses, 
And, with a pertinacy' nnnratch'd, 
For new recruits ef danger watch'd. 
No sooner was one Mow diverted. 
But up another party started, 
And as if Nature, too, in haste 
To furnish ont siippties as fast, 
Before her time had tum'd destruction 
To' a new and nomerom production ; 
No sooner those were overcome, 
Bat up rose others in their room, 
That, niLe the Christian fiiith, increast 
The more, the more they were snpprest ; 
Whom neither chains, nor transportation, 
Proscription, sale, or confiscation, 
Nor all the desperate events 
Of former tried experiments, 
Nor wounds, conld terrify, nor mangling) 
To leave off loyalty and dangling f, 
Nor Death (with all his bones) i^ght ^ 
From venturing to maintain the right, 

7 The brave spirit of loyalty was not to be suppressed fay 
tbe most barbarons and inhaman urage. There are several 
remarkable instaaces upon record ; as that of the nUant 
Marqois «f Montrose, the loyal Mr. Gerrard, and Mr. Vowel 
in 16*» ; of Mr. Penmddock, Grove, and others, who suf- 
fered for their loyalty at Exeter, 1654-5; of Capt. Reynolds, 
who bad been of the King's party, and, when he was soinc 
to be turned off tbe ladder, cried, ' God bless Kins Charles ; 
f^ive le Roy,' of Dalgelly, one of Montrose's party, who 
being sentenced to be beheaded, and being broaght to the 
scaflTold, ran and kissed it ; and. without any speech or ce- 
remony, laid down his bead upon the block ; of the brave 
Sir Robert Spotiswood ; of Mr. Courtney, and Mr. Portman. 
who were committed to the Tower the l>eginning of Pebra- 

r, 1057, for dispersing among the soldiers what were thea 

lea sediUoua books and pamphlets. 
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From staking life and fortune dovm 
'Gainst all together, for the Crown ; 
Bat kept the title of theur cause 
From forfeiture, like claims in laws ; 
And prov'd no prosperous usurpation 
Can ever settle on the nation ; 
Until, in spite of force and treason. 
They put their loyUty in possession; 
And, by their constancy and faith, 
Destroyed the mighty men qf Gatb. 

Toss'd in a furious hurricane 
Did Oliver ^ give up his reign, . 
And was believ'd, as well by Saints 
As mortal mea and miscreants, 
To founder in the Stygian feriy, 
Until he was retrieved by Sterry », 
Who, in a false erroneous dream, • 
Mistook the New Jerusalem 
Profanely for the' apocryphal 
False Heaven, at the end o' tli* Hall '°; 
Whither it was decreed by Fate 
His precious relics to translate : 
So Romulus was seen before 
By* as orthodox a senator, 

^ At Oliver's deatb was a most furious tempest, sucb ts 
had not been known in the memory of man, or bardly e«tf 
recorded to have beem in this uatiuu. 

^ Dr. South makes mention of an Independent diTiB<> 
who, when Oliver was sick, of which sickness he died, de- 
clared, ' That God revealed to him that he should recovrr. 
and live thirty years longer ; for that (Jod bad raised him sp 
for a work which could not be done in a less time.' Sera. 
Vol. I. p. l(W. 

^0 After the Restoration, Oliver's body was dug ap, and mi 
head set up at the tarlher end of Westminster Hall, near 
which place there is an house of enterlainmaot, which u 
commonly known by the name of Heaven. 
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Ft -)iii whose divine iUamination 
He stole the Pagaa revelation. 

Next him his son and heir apparent 
Succeeded, though a lame vicegerent '% 
Who first laid by the Parliament, 
TJie only cratch on which he leant, 
And then sank underneath the state 
That rode him above horseman's weight. 

^Vnd now the Saints began their reign '', 
For which tliiev 'ad yearn'd so long in vain, 
A.nd felt sach bowel-hankerings, 
To see an empire, all of kings, 
Delivered from the' Egyptian awe 
Of justice, government, and law '^, 



i> Olivers eldest son, Richard, was by him, before fate 
death, declaried his successor; and, by order of the Privy 
Council, proclaimed Lord Protector, and r^eived the com- 
pliments of congratubition and condolence, at the same 
time, from the Lord Mayor and Court of Alderm^ ; and ad- 
dresses were presented to him from all parts of the nation, 
promising to stand by him with their lives and fortunes. 
He summoned a parliament to meet at Westminster, which 
recognised him Lord Protector; yet, notwithstanding. Fleet- 
wood, Desborough, and their partisans, managed afiairs so, 
that he was obliged to resign. 

'^ A sneer upon the Committee of Safety, amongst whom 
was Sir Henry Vane, who (as Lord Clarendon reports) ' was 
a perfect enthusiast, and without doubt did believe himself 
inspiied ; which so far corrupted his reason and understand- 
ing, that he did at the same time believe he was the person 
deputed to reign over the saints upon earth for a thousand 
years.' 

>' Dr. James Young observes, * That two Jesuitical prog- 
Dosticators, Lilly and Culpeper, were so confident, anno 
1652, of the total subversion of the law aud gospel-ministry, 
that in their scurrilous prognostications they predicted the 
dowufal of both ; and, in 1654, they foretold that the law 
should be pulled down to the ground,— the Great Charier, 
and ail our hberties, destroyed, as not suiting with English- 
men in these blessed times; that the crab-tree of the taiw 
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And free to* erect what spiritua] cantons 
Should be reveaPd, or gospel Hanft-towns^ 
To edify upon the rains 
Of John (^ Leaden's ^ old outgomgs, 
Who for a weather-cock hnng up 
Upon their mother-charcti*s top, 
Was made a type, by Providence, 
Of all their revelations since. 
And now fbUiird by his successors, 
Who equally mistook their measures: 
For when they came to shape the model, 
Not one could fit another's noddle, 
Bnt found their light and Gifts more wide 
From fadging, than the' unsanctified, . 
While every individuiail BroUier 
Strove hand to fist against another, 
And still the maddest, and most crack't, 
Were found the busiest to transact: 
For thongh most hands dispatch apac^ 
And make light work (the proverb sa^ys) 
Yet many different intellects 
Are found to' have contrary efiects ; 
And many heads to' obstruct intrigues, 
As slowest insects have most legs. 

Some were for settmg up a king ; 
But all the rest for no such thing *^, 

flfaonld be pnlied up by tbe roots, and grow no more, there 
being no reason now we should be Kovemed by them.* 

i< John Buckold. Bndd, or Bokelson, an anabaptist tailor 
of Leyden, and mock king of Mnnster, was hang upon the 
highest tower of the city, called St. Lambert's, with two of 
hfs rebel associates. 

•* Harry Martyn, In his speech, in the debate, WhHher a 
Ming, or no King, said, ' That if they must have a King, 
they had rather have had the last than any geutlemaa ia 
Kngfaukd. He fotmd no foult with hit person, bnt office.' 
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Uoleas Kiag Jesus '^: others tampered 
For Fleetwood, Desborougb^ apd Laoibert '7^ 
Some for the Rump, and some, more ccafty* 
For Agitators, and the Safety '^ ; 



*« AUndlBg t« Uie Fifth BfMarcbjMneii, wii« h»d tormti 
« plot to detbrone Cromwell, and set up KiHK Jesus. 

^ Fleetwood wasii LieiiteDaii(.scnenil, be married lr«toii't 
widow, Oliver CromweH's eldest 4Uiigbter; iMt onidc Lqi|I 
l^ieuteuant of Irelaud by Cromwell. Hiijor-general of divers 
counties, oue of Oliver's upper buuse ; bis salary su^poseo 
Co be Cdool. a year.— Besborougb. a yeonan of 60 or 70l. 
per annum i some any a plougbmao. Bennet, speaking to 
Desborough, says. ' When your tordshipwas a ploughman, 
and wore high shoon— Ua! how the ^rd raiseth some men, 
and depresseth others.'— Deaborougb married Cronweill 
aister, cast awajr bi« spade, and took up a sword, and was 
made a colonel; was iustrumeatal in rateing Cromwell to 
the Proteclorsblp; upon which he was made one of hie 
cAuncil, a General at^aea, and Maj«r.getteral of divers coun- 
ties 0/ the west; and was one of OJiver^ upper bouse. Hit 
annual income was Z^IH^ 13«. 4fl{. 

Ih. iambert was one of the Rump f^nevals, tnd a pijin- 
cipal opposer of General. Monk in the restoration of King 
Charles 11. The writer of the Narrative ^ the late Par- 
limmeM $o eaUeds 1651. p. 9, observes, * Ttat Mi^^feae. 
ra) Lambert, at one of Oliver'a conncil. I^ad iOOO^. mt 
annum, whirh, with bis other places, in alt amonnted to 

18 In 1&*7. the Army made choice of a «et anmber of 
officers, which they c illed the General Council qf Officers j 
and the common soldiers made choice of three or 'four of 
each regiment, mostly corporals and seijeanU, who were 
called by the name of Agitator*, and were to be a House of 
icil of office 



to the council of officers: these drew np a De- 
claration, that they would not he disbanded till their arrenn 
were paid, and a fall pfovlaioo made lor liberty of con- 



lb. The Committee of Safety was a set of men who took 
■poa.liMm the goveraoieot, himni displacing the R^imp a 
aeeond time: their number amounted to twenty-three* 
which, though fllUd up with men of all parties, (Royalists 
^aoeplod) yet was so craftily, composed, that the balame 
ivas sufficiently secured to those of the army factioa. 

VOL. II. f 
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Some for the Gospel, and massacrfes 

Of sp'ritual Affidavit-makers, 

Tliat swore to any human regence 

Oaths of snprem'cy and allegiance; 

Yea, though tlie ablest swearing Saint, 

That vouched the bulls o' th' Covenant : 

Others for pnlling down th* high places 

Of Synods and Provincial Classes, 

That us*d to make snch hostile inroads 

Upon the Saints, like bloody Nimrods: 

Some for fulfilling Prophecies, 

And th' extirpation of the* Excise; 

And some against the' Egyptian bondage ** 

Of Holy-days, and paying Poundage; 

Some for the cutting down of Groves, 

And recti^ing bakers* Loaves; 

And some for finding out expedients 

Against the slav'ry of Obedience : 

Some were for Gospel-ministers, 

And some for redcoat seculars. 

As men most fit to' hold forth the Word, 

And wield the one and t'other sword: 

Some were for carrying on the Work 

Against the Pope, and some the Turk> 

Some for engaging to suppress 

The camisade of Surplices *°, 

That Gifts and Dispensations hinder'd, 

And turn'd to th' outward man the inward ; 

More proper for the cloudy nighi 

Of Popery ttvin Gospel-light: 

19 Tbere was an ordinance to abolish festivals thronghovt 
Enaland and Wales. Die Martin. 8 Junii, 1647. 

ao When soldiers in a night expedition put Mieir shirts 
over their armoar, in order to be dietingaished, it was caltcit 
a Camisade. 
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Others were for abolishing 

That tool of iiiatrimoDy, a Ring, 

Witli which the' uusanctiiied bridegroom 

Iff married only to a thumb ; 

(As wise as ringing of a pig, 

That us'd to breal^ up ground, and dig) 

The bride to nothing but her will. 

That nulls the after-marriage still : 

Some were for the' utter extirpation 

Of Linsey-woolsey in the nation : 

And some against all idolising 

The Cross in shop-books, or Baptising t 

Others, to make all things recant 

The Christian or suname of Saint, 

And force all churches, streets, and towns. 

The holy title to renounce ^* : . 

Some 'gainst a third estate of Souls, 

And bringing down the price of Coals^^: 

Some for abolishing Black-pudding, 

And eating nothing with the blood in ; 

To abrogate them roots and branches ^, 

While others were for eating Haunches 

>t Chorehes, parbhes, aod even the apostles were un- 
atdnUd in the mayoralty of Alderman PennlDtton, and con- 
tinned so till 1660. The mayor of Colchester banished one 
of that town for a nuUlgnant and a cavalier, In the year 164S, 
whose name was Parsons, and gave this learned reason for 
this exemplary piece of justice, that it was an ominons 



M Sir Arthur Hailerif, when governor of Newcastle, 
without any public authority, laid a tax of 4». a chaldron 
vpon coals, which was estimated at SOfiOOl, a year. 

^ This was the Ipirit of the times. There was a propo. 
sal to cariy twenty RoyaltsU in ftont of Sir Thomas Fair- 
Ax's armf , to expose them to the fire of (he enemy ; nay, 
It was debated at a council of war, to mas^atre and put to 
the sword all the King's party : the question put was carried 
In the negative but by two votes. 
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Of warriow, and, now and then, 
The Flesh of kings and mighty me«; 
And some far breaking of their bone» 
With rods of iron, by secret oues: 
For tlirashmg mountains, and with spelk 
For hallowing carriers' pack* and bells; 
Tilings that tlie legend never heard of. 
But made the wicked sore afeard of. 

The quacks of government (who sate 
At the' unregarded hetan of state. 
And understood this wild coofiisioik 
Of fatal madness ajod delusion. 
Must, sooner than 4 i^odigy, 
Portend destruction to be nigh) 
Considcr'd timely how t' withdraw^ 
And save their wind-pipes ^om the Um ; 
For one rencounter at the bar 
Was worse than all they 'd «cap'd j»war j 
And therefore met io eonsml^tioft 
To cant and (|ff nek upon the nation ; 
Not for the mWs^ patients sake, 
Nor what to give^bat what to take^j 
To feel the purses of their fees, 
More wise tjian fiimbling arteries ; 
Prolong the snuff of life in paio» 
And from the grave recover—gaaa, 

'Mong. the^ there was a |»oUtipaii ^ 
With more heads than a beast in visioD, 
And more mtrigues i» every one 
Than all Ae Wholes, of BafcykMi ;^ 

« ThU HAS Sir Anthony ApUey Cooler, aft^rwanU Satf 
of Shaflteabiiry, who coiijplie4 with every ctanftc to ttOM 
tiroes. See taU cbancterln Wood's At^«, piydca's hx^ 
topbeU ud the Koyal and Nohle Autbon , 
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So politic as if one eye 

Upon the otUer were « spy. 

That, to trepan tke one to think 

The other blind, >both strove to bU&k ; 

And in his dark pragmatic way 

As busy as a child at play. 

He 'ad seen tliree governments mn dowa^ 

And had a liand in every one ; 

Was for 'em, and against 'em all, 

Bnt barbarous when they came to fiiH : 

For, by trepanning th' old to niin, 

He made his interest with the new om ; 

Play'd tme and fiiithtiil, though against 

His conscience, and was still advanced : 

For by the witchcraft of rebellion 

Thinsform'd to' a feeble State-camelion, 

By givuig aim from side to side, 

He never iliil^d to save his tide, 

But got the start of every state. 

And, at a change, ne'er came too late ; 

Could torn his word, and oath, and faith» 

As many ways as in a hith ; 

By tnming wriggle, like a scpew, 

Int* highest trust, and out, for new: % 

For when he 'ad happily incurr'd. 

Instead of hemp, to be preferred. 

And pass'd upon a government, 

He phiy'd his trick, and out he went: 

But being ont, and out of hopes 

To mount his ladder (more) of ropes, 

Would strive to raise himself upon 

The public rum, and his o«m ; 

^So little did he understand 

The desperate feats he took in hand. 
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For when be *ad got fahnself a name, 
For frauds and tricks, he spoil'd hb gaaM; 
Had forced his neck into a noose, 
To show bis play al fast and loose ; 
And, when he chanc'd to* escape, mistook. 
For art and subtlety, his lock. 
So right his judgment was cnt fit, 
And made a tally to his wit, 
And both together most profound 
At deeds of darkness under ground ; 
As the' earth is easiest undermin'd. 
By vermin impotent and blind. 

By all these arts, and many more 
He 'ad practised long^nd much before, 
Our state-artificer foresaw 
Which way the world began to draw : 
For as old sinners have all points 
C th* compass in their bones and joints, 
Can by their pangs and aches find 
AU turns and changes of the wind, 
And, better than by Napier's bones, 
Feel in their own the age of moons : 
So guilty sinners, in a state, 
Can by their crimes prognosticate. 
And in their consciences feel pain 
Some days before a show'r of rain : 
He, therefore, wisely cast about 
All ways he could, to* insure his throat, 
And hither came, to' observe and smoke 
What courses other riskers took. 
And to the utmost do his best 
To save himself*', and hang the rest, 

^ Sir A. Ashley Cooper was of the mlller'k mind who 
was concerned }u the Cornish rebellion, in the year i5Sti: 
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To match this Saint there was another ^, 
As busy and perverse a Brother, 
An haberdasher of small wares 
In politics and state-afiairs ; 
More Jew than Rabbi' Achitophel, 
And better gifted to rebel ; 
For when h' had taught his tribe to 'sponse 
The Cause, aloft, upon one house, 
He scom*d to set his own in order, 
But try'd another, and went farther ; 
So suddenly addicted still 
To 's only principle, his will. 
That, whatsoever it chanc'd to prove, 
Nor force of argument could move. 
Nor law, nor cavalcade of Ho'bum*^, 
Could render half a grain less stubborn ; 

be, apprehending that Sir vvilliam Kingston, HrAvost-mar. 
8hal,aad a rigorous man upon that occasion, would order 
liim to l»e banged upon tlie next tree, before be went off, 
fold bis servant that he expected some gentlemen would 
come a-flshing to the mill, and, if they inquired for the 
miller, he ordered him to say that he was the miller. Sir 
William cam^ according to expectation, and inquiring for 
tbe miller, the poor harmless servant said he was the miller, 
fjpon which the Provost ordered his servants to seize him, 
and bang him upon the next tree; which terrified the poor 
fellow, and made him cry out, ' I am not the miller, but the 
miller's man.' Tbe Provost told him, ' That he would take 
bim at his word : if, (says^ he) thou art the miller, thou art 
» busy knave and rebel ;~and if thou art tbe miller's man» 
ttaou art a false lying knave, and canst not do thy master 
more service than to hang for him :* and without more cere* 
mony, he was executed. 

^ This character exactly suits John Lllburn. for it was 
said of him, when living, by Judge Jenkins, ' That tf tbe 
woild was emptied of all but himself, LUburu would qaar- 
rel with John, and John with Ulburn.' 

«7 Allnding to the cavalcade of clty.sheriffs, Sec. when 
malefactors passed through Hplbqm in their wa^ to Vn^ 
place of execution at Tybiiru. 
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For he at any time would hang, 

For the* opportunity t' harangue ; 

And ratlicr on a gibbet ^anglfe. 

Than miss hift dear deUgtit> td wnliigle ; 

In which his parts were so aecmnplisbt, 

That, right or wrong, he n€*er was tKttiplttit^ 

But still his tongue ran tm, the less 

Of weight it bore, with grthfttVr ease i 

And, with its everlasting chiCk, 

&et all men's ears upon the racltv 

No sooner could a hint appear> 

But up he started to picqueer*'', 

And made the stoutest yield to rnerc^^^ 

When he engaged in controverty -, 

Not by the force of carnal reason. 

But indeiatigabTe teazii^ ; 

With vollies of eternal babble, 

And clamour, more unanswerable. 

For tliough hi» topics, frail and weak. 

Could ne'er amount above a iireak. 

He still maintained 'em, like his fiinltSy 

Against the desp'mtest assaults, 

And back'd their feeble want of sen8« 

With greater heat and eontidence; 

As bones of Hect<jrs, when they differ, 

The more they're cndgell'd^row the stiffer. 

Vet when his profit moderated, 

The fury of his heat abated ; 

For nothing but his interest 

Could lay his devil of contest: 

It was bis choice, or chance, or etirse. 

To* espouse the Cause for better or worse, 

^* To pl«<|fH>er secoM to skirniM, m tbe picquct «r4MI- 

wukc«d guard does, before a maiji afnty. 
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And with his wo#Mly fi[0«ds aiNl wh) 

And 8oui <hm1 body, WMBbip)/d it : 

But when he foimd the sullen trape» 

PoA8e88*d with th* devil, worms, and elnps ; 

The Trojan maif^, in foal with Gfeeks, 

Not half so fnli of jadish trkden. 

Though squeamish in her otttwitrd wotftan, 

As loose and rampant as Dol Common, 

He still resolv'd to mend the matter, 

To' adhere and cleave the obsthiatdr > 

And still the skinbher and looser 

Her freaks appeared, to sit the closer : 

For fools are titobhorn in thdr way, 

As coins are hflrden'd'hy the* aHay: 

And obstinacy's ne'er so stiff. 

As when 'tis in a wrong belief. 

These two, with dtheiis, being met^. 

And close in cOiisnltatton set ; 

After a discontented pause, 

And not without stiiBdent cause, 

The orator we nam'd Of hite. 

Less troubled with the paugs of state 

Huin with his own impaftience 

To give himself first audience. 

After he had a white look'd wise. 

At last broke siteuce, and the ice. 

Quoth he, < Tbere*8 nothing makes ine doubt 
Our last Outgoings brouj^lit about. 
More than to see the characters 
Of real jealousies and fears 
Not feign'd, as once, but sadly horrid, 
Scor^ upon ef 'ry Member's forehead ; 

^9 Tbto cBlnl wM held at Whitehall, at tlie verx XVat thai 
Ceoeral Monk was dinlnc with th« ctty of r 
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Whoy 'cause the cloads are dfawn together; 

And threaten sudden change of weather. 

Feel pangs and aches of state-tnms, 

And revolutions in their corns ; 

Andy since our Workings-out are crost, 

Throw up the Cause before 'tis lost. 

Was it to ran away we meant, 

When, taking of the Covenant, 

The lamest cripples of the Brothers . 

Took oaths to run before all others ; 

But, in their own sense, only swore 

To strive to run away before ; 

And now would prove, that words and oath 

Engage us to renounce them both? 

'Tis true the Cause is in the lurch. 

Between a right and mongrel-church -, 

The Presbyter and Independent, 

That stickle which shall make an end on% 

As 'twas made out to us the last 
Expedient, — (I mean Margarets fast) 
When Providence had been suborn'd ^°, 
What answer was to be return'd : 
Else why should tumults fright us now. 
We have so many times gone through 
And understand as well to tame 
As, when they serve our turns, to' inflame ? 
Have prov'd how inconsiderable 
Are all engagements of the rabble. 
Whose frenzies must be reconcil'd . ^ 
With drums and rattles, like a child, 

^ AUnding to the shameless impiety of thoM preleade^ 
eaints, who ^equeotly directed the Almighty what amwen 
he should return to their prayers. Mr. Simeon Aah m* 

called fhe Gqa-chaUengtr. 
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Bat never proved so prosperoiUy 

As when they were led on by ns ; 

For all our scoaring of religion 

Began with tnmnltB and sedition ; 

When hurricanes of fierce commotion 

Became strong motives to devotion; 

(As camai seamen, in a storm, 

Torn pions converts, and reform) 

When rosty weapons, with chalk'd edges ^S 

Maintain'd our feeble privileges. 

And brown-bills, levied in the City, 

Made bills to pass the Grand Committee : 

When Zeal, with aged dubs and gleaves ^y 

Gave chase to rochets and white sleeves. 

And made the Church, and State, and Laws* 

Submit to* old iron, and the Cause. 

And as we thriv'd by tumults then, 

So might we better now again. 

If we knew how, as then we did. 

To use them rightly in our need : 

Tumults, by which the mutinoas 

Betray themselves instead of us ; 

The hollow-hearted, disaffected. 

And close malignant are detected ; 

Who lay their lives and fortunes down 

For pledges, to secure our own ; 

And freely sacrifice their ears 

To' appease our jealousies and fears: 

And yet for all these providences 

We're offer'd, if we have our senses, 

SI To flgbt witb rusty or poisoned weapons, was against th« 
law of arms : so wbea the citiiens used theformer, tbey chall^^ 
f d tbe edges. _, • ^, ^, 

9* Gleaves or glaves, are swords or fUcbioiit., 
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We idly sit, tike stBpid ModJieads, 

Onr bands committed to our pockets ; 

And nothing bat our tongues at hii^, 

To get the wretches a discharge : 

like men condeion'd to thundeHiiottSy 

Who, ere the Mow, become mere dolts ; 

Or fools besotted with their crimes, 

That know not how to shift betimes, 

That neither have the hearts to stay, 

Nor wit enough to mn away : 

Who, if we conld resolve on eHher, 

Might stmd or fetl at least together ; 

No mean nor trivial sohices 

To partners in extreme distress, 

Who use to lessen their despairss 

By parting them int' equal shares ; 

As if the more they were to bear, 

They felt the weight the easier ; 

And every one the gentler hung. 

The more he took his turn among. 

But 'tis not come to that, as yet, 

If we had courage left, or wit ; 

Who, when our fate can be no worse, 

Are fitted for the bravest course ; 

Have time to rally, and prepare 

Onr last and best defence, despair: 

Despair, by which the gallant'st fhits 

Have been achieved in greatest stnlits. 

And horrid'st dangers saftsly wav*d. 

By being conrageOnsiy outbrav'd ; 

As wounds by wider wounds are heal'd. 

And poisons by themselves expelTd : 

And so they might be now agen. 

If we were, what we should be, men ; 
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And not so duUy desperate, 

To side against ourselves with Fate : 

As crimioals, coudemn'd to suffer, 

Are btinded firat, and Uiea tuni'd over. 

This comes of breaking Covenants, . 

And setting up exempts ^^ of Saints, 

That fine, like aUlennen, for grace, 

To be excus'd tlie efficace : 

For <p*ritoal men are too traos^ndent, 

That mount their banks for Indepeadent, 

To hai^, like Afabomet, in the air, 

Or 8t. Ignatius, ttt his piayer, 

By pure geometry, and hate 

Dependence nponchiuneh or state: 

Disdain the pedantry o' the' latter : 

And since obedience is better « 

<The Scripture says) than sacrifice^ 

Presume the less on't will suffice ; 

And scorn to have the modenitfst sUpjks 

Prescrib'd their peremptory Innits, 

Or any opinion, true or fiJse, 

Dechir'd as such, m Doctrinals ; 

Bot left «t Im^ to make- their best on, 

Without b'mg caU'd to' afx^onnt or <}iiest'on : 

Interpret all the spleen reveals, 

As Whittington explain'd.the bella; 

And bid themselves turv back agai« 

luord Bfi^'rs of Now Jenrndem ; 

Ent look 80 big aind overgrown, 

Thoy aeom their edilien toovrn, 

Who tangfat them all th^ sprinkling lessons, 

Th^ tooie^ and sanctified e^priaflsioBs ^ 

99 The exsinpt U a Ur«wgq«rd. fr<»c fk-om dn|y. The term 
is :»tin retalBcd among the yeemanry of the Kiag*! gsucil. 
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Bestowed their Gifts upon a Saint, 

Like cliarity, on those that want ; 

And learu'd the' apocryphal bigots 

To' inspire themselves with short-hand notes, 

For which they scorn and hate them worse 

Than dogs and cats do sow-gelders : 

For who first bred them up to pray, 

And teach the House of Commons* way? 

Where had they all their gifted phrases, 

Bat from our Calamies and Cases ^? 

Without whose sprinkling and sowing, 

Who e'er had heard of Nye or Owen? 

Their Dispensations had been stifled, 

But for our Adoniram Byfield^^} 

And, had they not begun the war. 

They 'ad ne'er been sainted as they are : 

For Saints in peace degenerate^ 

And dwindle down to reprobate ; 

Their zeal corrupts, like standing water. 

In the' intervals of war and slaughter; 

Abates the sharpness of its edge, 

Without the power of sacrilege 3* • 

And though they 'ave tricks to cast their ans. 

As easy' as serpents do their skins, 

^ Calamy and Case were chief men anoong the Pre«b7l^ 
riaiis, as Owen and Nye were among the ladepeiMlcBts. 

^ He was a broken apothecary, a aealons Coveaamter* ear 
«f the scribes to the Assembly of Divines ; and. no do»hi. 
for his great teal and pains-takinK In his office, lie had the 
profit of printing the Direet&rp, toe copy whereof was soU 
for 400^. though, when printed, the price was bat three- 
pence. 

^ It is an observatioa made by many writers npon ike 
Assembly of Divines, that in their annotations anon tke 
Bible they cantioosly avoid speaking opon the mMccI ^ 
eacrilege. 
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That in a while grow ont again. 

In peace they tarn mere carnal men. 

And, from the most refin'd of Saints, 

As naturally grow miscreants 

As barnacles tarn soland geese ^^ 

In the' ishiijpds of the Orcades. 

Their Dispensation's bat a ticket 

For their conforming to the Wicked, 

With whom the greatest difference 

Lies more in words and show, than senses 

For as the Pope, that keeps the gate 

Of heaven, wears three crowns of state ; 

So he that keeps the gate of hell, 

Proad Cerberus! wears three heads as well; 

And if the world has any troth. 

Some have been canonis'd in both. 

But that which does them greatest harm, 

Their spiritual giszards are too warm. 

Which pats the overheated sots 

In fever still, like other goats ; 

For though the Whore bends heretics 

With flames of fire, Uke crooked sticks. 

Our Schismatics so vastly diflfer, 

Tb' hotter they are they grow the stifler; 

Still setting off tlieir sp'ritnal goods 

With fierce and pertinacious fends : 

For Zeal's a dreadfid termagant, 

That teaches Saints to tear and rant. 

And Independents to profess 

The doctrine of Dependences \ 

9J Acoor4ing to vulgar traditioo, there are trees in the 
Orcades of Scotland, whi^h bear liarDacles that become So- 
Jatod geese. 
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Turns meek, and secret, sneajdog oneSy 
To Rawheads fierce, and Bloodybones ; 
And, not content with endiew qnarrete 
Against the Wicked, and tlieir mondg. 
The Gibellines, for want of Gnel6^% 
Divert their rage npoo themselves. ^ 
For, now the War is not between 
The Brethren and the Men of Sin, 
Bat Saint and Saint to 8|mU the blood 
Of one another's Brotheriiood ; 
Where neither side can lay pretence 
To liberty of conscience, « 

Or zealous suffeiing for the Cause, 
To gain one gioal's-wortb of aj^kuifle; 
For, though endur'd with nesoliHioa^ 
'Twill ne'er amount to penseoutioo. 
Shall precioiis Saints, and^ Seci«ei ones, 
Break one another^ft otttwtard bcMies, 
And eat the flesh of Bf^thren, 
Instead of kings and mighty men? 
When fiends agree among themselves. 
Shall they be;6Huid tito greater elves? 
When Bell's at union.with the Dragony 
And Baa)-Peor inendawili).Dagon,; 
When savage bears agree wi|h bears^ 
Shall Secret ones lug Saiols by the' «am» 
And not atone their fatal wraAh» 
When common danger Uineafeembotb? 
Shall mastifis, by the coHam pnllid, 
Engag'd with bulls, let go theiKiiold, 

^ The«e were two opposite AictlooB in Itirfjr tliat«iigaKe< 
suain«t each oilier io the thlrteenfh eenlury; one «■ Ike 
side of the Emperor, the other of the Pope. 
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And Saints, whose necks are pawn'd at stake^ 

No notice of the danger take? 

Hot though no pow'r of heav'n or hell 

Can pacify fanatic leal ; "^ 

Who wonid not guess there mightibe hopes 

The fear of gallowses and ropes. 

Before their eyes, might reconcile 

Their animosities a while ? 

At least until .they *d a dear stage^ 

And equal freedom to engage, i 

Without the danger of sorprise 

By both our common enemies P 

< Thb nwse bnt we alone coold dbabt^ 
Who nndentand their \Vorking»-onty, 
And know 'em, both in soul and conscience^ 
Giv*n up to* as reprobate a nonsense - 
As spiritual ontlawsy whom the pow'r 
Of miracle can ne'er restore. 
We whom at first they set up nndery- 
In reveUition only' of plunder, 
Who since ha¥e liad so many triaU- 
Of their incroaching self-denials, 
That rook'd upon us with design 
To out-reform, and imdermine ; 
Took all our interesto^ind commaoda- 
Plerfidiously,. out of our hands ; 
Involved u»in the guilt of blo(^» 
Without the mottve-gains^dlow'd^ 
And mad& ns serviB as minictorial, . 
like younger sons of Father Belial : 
And yet for all the' inhuman' wrong. 
They 'ad done us,' and'the Cause so losg^ 
We never fail'd to carry on 
The Work still, as we had began -^ 

\OL. lu «- 
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But true and (aithfnlly obey'd, 

And neither preach'd them hurt, nor pray'd; 

Nor troubled tliem to crop oar ear», 

Nor hang ns like the Cavaliers ; 

Nor put them to the charge of gaob, 

To find us pillories and carta'-taib. 

Or hangman's wages, which the state 

Was forced (before them) to be at ; 

That cut, like tallies, to the stomps 

Our ears, for keeping tme accompts^ 

And burnt our vessels, like a new 

Seal'd peck, or bushel, for bing tree ; 

But band in hand, like faithful Brothen, 

Held for the Cause, against all others. 

Disdaining equally to yield 

One syllable of what we held. 

And though we differ'd now and then 

*Bont outward things, and outward men ; 

Our inward men, and constant frame 

Of spirit, still were near the same : 

And till they first began to cant ^», 

And sprinkle down the Covenant, 

We ne'er had call in any place, 

Nor dream'd of teaching down Free Grace; 

But join'd onr Gtfte perpetually 

Against the common enemy. 

Although 'twas oars, and their opmion, 

Each other's charcli was bat a Rimmon : 

And yet for all this Gospel-union, 

And outward show of Churcb-comraanion, 

They'd ne'er admit us to our shares, 

Of ruling church or state affiiirs, 

^ From Andrew Cant and bis son Alexander, tedttloK 
preaching and praying in Scotland, wae called Canting. 
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Nor give m leave to' absolve, or leotence 
To' onr own conditions of repentance^ ^ 
Bat sliar'd oar dividend o' the Crown 
We bad so painfully preach*d down, 
And forc'd as, though against the grain, 
To' have Calls to teach it up again : 
For 'twas bat justice to restore 
Tlie wrongs we had receiv'd before ; 
And, when 'twas held forth in our way. 
We 'ad been ungrateful not to pay; 
UTio, for the right we 'ave done the natioo, 
Have eam'd our temporal salvation, 
And put our vessels in a way. 
Once more, to come again in play. 
For if tlie turning of us out 
Has brought this providence aboot, ' 
And that our only suffering 
Is able to bring in the King, 
What would our actions not have done, 
Had we been snffer'd to go on? 
And therefore may pretend to' a share, 
At least, in carrying on the* aflUr: 
But whether that be so or not. 
We 'ave done enoo(^ to have it thought, 
And that's as good as if we 'ad don't, 
And easier pass'd upon account : 
For if it be but half denied, 
'Tis half as good as justified. 
The world is naturally averse 
To all the truth it sees or hears, 
But swallows nonsense, and a lie, 
With greediness and gluttony ; 
And though it have the pique, and long^ 
' Tis still Ibr something in the ¥rrong ; 
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A» women long, vAxen they *re wife chBd, 

For things extravagant and wild ; 

For meats rtdiculoos and fiiisome, 

Bat seldom any tking thaf s wholesome ; 

And, like the world, men's johbernoles 

Turn round upon their ears, the poles; 

And what they 're confidently told, 

By no sense else can be controird. 

And this, perhaps, may prove the means 

Once more to hedge in Providence; 

For as relapses make diseases 

More desperate than tlieir first accesses. 

If we but get again in power, 

Our work is easier than before; 

And we more ready and expert 

r th' mystery, to do onr part t 

We, who did rather nndertake 

The first war to creslte than make; 

And, when of nothing 'twas begum, 

Rais'd funds, as strange, to carry t on ; 

Trepann'd the stkte, and fac'd it down. 

With plots and projects of oin- own ; 

And if we did such feats at'tirst. 

What can we, now Me 're bettiBr vent ? 

Who have a freer latitude. 

Than sinners give tiiemselvea, alloW'd -, 

And therefore likelier to bring in, 

On fiiirest terms, our Discipline ; 

To which it vras reveal'd long «nce 

We were ordain'd by Providence, 

When three Samts' ears, our predecessors'**. 

The Cause's primitive confessors, 

^ Burton. Prynne. and Bastwiek, three noloriMS fiaf- 
leaders of faction,^ at tbe beginning of the RcbellioB., 
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B'ing crucified, Ihe Batiea stood 

In jnst so many years of blood. 

That, moltiply'd by 8ix> exprest 

The perfect nnmber of tbe Beast, 

And prov'd thfit we mint be tlie men 

To bring this Work about agaia ; 

And those who laid the first (boodatioBy 

Complete the thorough Reformation : . 

For who have gifU to carry on 

So great a work, but we alone? 

What Churches have such able pastors. 

And precions, powerfol, preaching Masters? 

Possess'd. with absoUite dominions 

O'er Brethren's purses and opinions? 

And tnisted with tbe dooble keys 

Of heaven, and their warehouses; 

Who, when tbe Cause is in distress, 

Can furnish ont what sums they please, 

Tliat brooding lie in bankers' hands. 

To be dispos'd at their commands ; 

And daily' increase and multiply. 

With Doctrine, Use, and Usury : 

Can fetch in parties (as, in war^ 

All other heads of cattle are) 

FVom the' enemy of all religions. 

As well as high and low conditions. 

And share them, from blue ribbands, down 

To all blue aprons in tbe Town : 

From ladies hurried in calleches. 

With coronets at their footmen's breeches» 

To bawds as fUt as Mother Nab, 

All guts and belly, like a crab* 

0»r party's great, and better tied 

With oatlis and trade, ton any side j 
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Has one considerable improvenaent 
To doable fortify the Coy^nant ; 
I mean our Covenant to porchase 
DelinquenU* titles, and t)ie Church's, 
That pass in sale, from hand to hand, 
Among ourselves, for corrent land, 
And rise or fill, like Indian actions. 
According to the rate of Mictions: 
Our best reserve for Refonnation, 
When new Outgoings give occasion ; 
That keeps the loins of Brethren girt, 
The Covenant (their creed) to' assert ; 
And when they 've parked a Parliament, 
Will once more try the' expedient: 
Who can already muster friends 
To serve for members to onr ends. 
That represent no part o* th* nation. 
But Fisher's-folly congregation*' ; 
Are only tools to our intrigues. 
And sit like geese to hatch our eggs ; 
Who, by thehr precedents of wit. 
To' outtast, outloiteir, and outsit, 
And order matters under hand. 
To put all business to a stand ; 
Lay public bills aside, for private. 
And make 'em one another drive out; 
Divert the great and necessary. 
With trifles to contest and vary ; 
And make the nation represent. 
And serve for as in Parliament ; 

*^ L'RstranKe obftervcs, that a meeting-house was bnllt by 
one Fisher, a sboemakef, which at the Restoratiou was pulled 
down by some of tbe loyalists : and then lyUig uaeless. It 
was called Fithet't FoUy. 
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Cot ont more work thao eao be don« 
In Plato's yearly bat finish none. 
Unless it be the bolb of Lenthal ^^ 
That always pass'd for ftiodamental ; 
Can set np grandee against grandee, 
Ta squander time away, and bandy ; 
Make Lords and Commoners lay siegM 
To one another^ privileges ; 
And, rather than compound the qaarrel, 
Engage, to the' inevitable peril 
Of both their ruins, the* only scope 
And consolation of our hope ; 
Who, tliongh we do not pfaiy the game^ 
Asnst as much by giving aim ; 
Can mtroduce our ancient arts. 
For heads of factions, t' act their part» ; 
Know what a leading voice is worth, , 
A seconding, a third, or fourth ; 
How much a casting voice comes to, 
That tnms up trump of ily«, or Ao; 
And, by adjusting all at th* end, 
Share every one his dividend. 
An art that so much study cost, 
And now's in danger to be lost, 



^ Ptato*t ysar aniAnnred to 4000 of onr yean, tod furmed 
tbc grand revotntiou of tiie entire machine of the world. 

•^ Le itfaal iras Speaker to that House of Comnioufl which 
hcnun the Rebeltion. murdered the King, (btscominf theiA 
bit the Ruuii>. or fag-end of a House) and was turned out 
by Oliver Cromwell ; restored after Richard was ousted, and 
aC laat dissolved thenuelves at General Nonk*s comraaad : 
mid as his name was set to the ordinances of this Hoase» 
these ordinances are here called the BuUs ofLenthal, la 
aJlfliion to the Pope's bulls, which are humoruflsly described 
by the anthor of A TaU ^a Tub, 
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Unless i>nr an^nt virtuofeUj 

That found it out, get in to the* Houses. 

* These are the course* that we took 
To carry things by hook or crook ^y 
And practised down from forty-four^ 
Until they tnrtf d ns ont of door. 
Besides, the'fterds of BoutWeus 
We set on work withoiit the House, 
When every knight and'citkeil 
Kept legislative joumeyuieii, 
To bring them iA intelli^Hice, 
From all points, of the rabfete's sense. 
And fill the lobbied of both Houses 
With politic important bozses ; 
Set up committees of cabals, 
To pack designs without the walls ; 
Examine, and draw up all nc«rs, 
And fit it to our present use ; 
Agree upon the plot o' the fiirce, 
And every one bis part rehearie : 
Make Q's of answers, to waylay 
What t' otlier party's like to say ; 
What repartees, and smart reflections, 
. Shall be retoim'd to all ot>jettions ; 
And who shall break the master jest. 
And what, and bow, upon the rest : 
Help pamphlets out, with sate editions 
6f proper slanders and seditions. 



** Jadj^e Crook and Htitlotf were the two Jndges^B* <!»> 
Mtitcd ffom Ibeir ten brethren in the cweof sbit».iii»iiP(y, 
"When it nas arKiied in the £xtiieqaer; which occii<koae*tbc 
thr«8 to «aK. Ihat the King carried it tfy Hook, Itui iM Uj 
Crook. 
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And treason for a token send, 
By letter, to a country friend ; 
Disperse lampoons, the only wit 
That men, like bm^ry, coflaniit; 
Wit falser than a padder's face, 
That all its owner does betrays ; 
Who therefore dares not trust it, when 
He's in his calling to be seen: 
Diq>er8C tbedqpg on barren eartb» 
To bring new weeds of discord forth ; 
Be sure to keep up coogregationsy 
In spite of laws and prockunations : 
For charlatans can da no good, 
Until they 're mounted in a crowd ; 
And when they 're pooish'd, all the hurt 
Is but to fare the better for't ; 
As long as confessors are sure 
Of double pay for all tli* endnre, 
And what they earn in persecution^ 
Are paid to' a groat in contiibption : 
Whence some tnb-holders-forth have mado 
In powdering- t4ib8 their richest trade ; 
And, while they «keep their shops in prison. 
Have found their prices strangely risen. 
Disdain to own the least regmt 
For all the Christian blood we 'ave lot ; 
'Twill save our credit^ and mauitain 
0«r title to do so again : 
That needs not cost one dram of sease, 
But pertinacious impudence. 
Our constancy to' our principles. 
In time will" wear out all things else ; 
Like marble statues, rubb'd in pieces 
With gallantry of pilgrims' kisses ; 
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WhUe those who tnrn and wind their oatliay 
Have swell'd and sunk, like other froths; 
Prevaird a while, font 'twas not long^^ 
Before from world to world they swang; 
As they had tiirn*d from side to side. 
And a« the changUngs Uv'd they died.' 

Tliia said, the' impatient Statesmonger 
Could now contain hunself no longer, 
Who had not spar'd to shew his piqnes 
Agauist the' haranguer's politics, 
With smart remarks of leering &ces, 
And annotations of grimaces. 
After he 'd administer'd a dose 
Of snuff mundungns to his nose, 
And powder'd the' inside of liis skttU, 
Instead of the' outward jobberool, 
He shook it with a scornful look 
On the* adversary, and thus he spoke: 

< In dressing a calf's head, althou|^ 
Tlie tongue and brains together go, 
Both keep so great a distance here, 
Tis strange if ever they come near ; 
For who did ever play his gambols 
With such insufferable rambles. 
To make the bringing in the King, 
And keeping of him out, one thmg? 
Which none could do, but those that swore 
To' as point blank nonsense heretofore ; 
That to defend was to invade^ 
And to assassinate to aid : 

^ Dr. South remarks upon the R«f Icides/ ' Tlaat so tare 
did tbtry make of heaven, and so fully reckoned theoiaelvcs 
ill the high road thither, that they never so much.at thon^t 
tliat their SaiaUhipa shoald take TylHira in the way.* 
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UnleM, because yon drove him oat* 

(And tiiat was never made a doubt) 

No pow'r is able to restore 

And bring him in, but on yonr score : 

A sp'ritnal doctrine, that condnces 

Most properly to all yonr uses. 

Tis true, a scorpion's oil is said 

To cure the wounds the vermin made ; 

And weapons dress'd with salves, restore 

And heal tlie hurts they gave before : 

But whether Presbyterians have 

So much good nature as the salve, 

Or virtue in them as the vet mm. 

Those who have tried them can determine. 

Indeed 'tis pity you should miss 

The' arrears of all your services, 

And, for the* eternal obligation 

Y' laid upon the* ungrateful nation. 

Be us'd so' unconscionably hard. 

As not to find a just reward 

For letting rapine loose, and murder^ 

To rage just so far, but no further, 

And setting all the land on fire, 

To bum to' a scantUng, but no higher; 

For venturing to assassinate 

And cut the throats of Church and State, 

And not be* allow'd the fittest men 

To take the Charge of both agam : 

Especially that have the grace 

Of self-denying gifted face ; 

Who, when yonr projects have miscarried. 

Can lay tliem, with undaunted forehead, 

On those you pamfuUy trepanu'd, 

And sprmkied in at second-hand ; 
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As we have been, to aliare the guilt 

Of Christian blood, devoutly spilt ; 

For so onr ignorance was Hanim'd, 

To damn ourselves, to' avoid being dmui'dj 

Till finding your old foe, the bangman. 

Was like to lurch you at Back-ganaion» 

And win your necks upon the set, 

As well as ours, who did bat bet^ 

<For he had drawn your ears before *S 

And nick'd them on the self-same score) 

We threw the box and dice away. 

Before y' had lost us at foul play, 

And brought you down to rook and lie. 

And fancy only on the bye ; . 

Redeemed your forfeit jobbejrDoleSt 

From perching upon lofty poles, 

And rescued all your outward traitors 

From hanging up, like alligators; 

For which ingeniously ye 'ave shew'd 

Your Presbyterian gratitude ; 

Would freely have paid us home in kiod^ 

And not have been one rope behind. 

Those were your motives to divide 

And scruple on the other side. 

To turn your zealous frauds, and force^ 

To fits of conscience and rcmovse ; 

To be convinced they were in vain, 

And face about for new again ; 

For truth no more uBveil'd your eyei» 

Than maggots are convinc'd to f&oi; 



*^ Alluding to the case of Mr. Pcynne, wbo bad his an 
cropped twice for his se<i**''^*** wHtinoB ' N«n«*A iaii».... m 
>ne of his uiscellaneov 
jnarjiual Prynne'f nn.' 



— Aiiuaing lo lUB case Of oar. rcyunc, who OmO L.. «^- 
cropped twice for his seditious writiuga. Hence Mlllou lu 
one of his uiscellaneovs poems says—' Crop ye as close a* 
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And therefore all your lights and Cdte 
Are but apocryphal and fatee, 
To charge ns with the eonsequcncet 
Of all yoar native insolences, • 
That to yonr own iniperiona wills 
Laid Law and Gospel neck and heeb 5 
Corrupted the Old Testament *', 
To serve «ie New for precedent; 
To* amend its errors and defects. 
With mnrder and rebellion-texts; 
Of which there is not any one 
in all the book to sow upon i 
And therefore (from your tribe) the Jews 
Held Christian doctrine forth, and use ; 
As Mahomet (your clricO began 
To niix them in tiie Alcoran ; 
Denonnc'd and pray'd, with fierce devotion. 
And bended elbows on the cushion ; 
Stole from the beggars all your tones, " 
And gifted mortifying groans ; 
Had lights where better eyes were blind, 
As pigs are said to see the wind ; 
FillM Bedkmi with predestination. 
And Knightsbridge with illnmination ; 
made chUdren, with your tones, to run ibr*t, 
As bad as Bloodybones or Lunsford *^. 

-*! This was done by « firaatical priDter, In the scventU 
coihniaiidinent; who printed it, 'Dutu sbalt commU athtl- 
-Ury, and was Uned for it in the Star-chamber, or High-com- 
niiMion Court. , . , **'.*.. 

« It was one of the artifices of the maleconlcnts In the 
Civil war to raise false alarms, and to fill the people ftiU of 
rrtahlfnl apprehensions. In particular, they raised a tjrri- 
wl outcry of the imaginary danger they conceived from 
^ Lord Digby and Colonel Lunsford. Lllburn gl^rles^ 
iipon ibis trtai/for being an ineendiary on raeh occa- 
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While women, great with child, miscuriedy 

For being to Maiignants married : 

Transform'd all wives to Dalihihs, 

Whose hasbands were not for the Caose ; 

And tum'd the men to ten-hom*d cattle, 

Because they came not out to battle; 

Made tailors* prentices tnm heroes. 

For fear of being transformed to Meros ^ -, 

And rather forfeit their indentures, 

Than not espouse the Saints* adventures ; 

Could transubstantiate, metamorphose. 

And charm whole herds of beasts, like Oipheos; 

Inrhant the King's and Church's hmds. 

To* obey and follow your commands, 

And settle on a new freehold. 

As Marcy-hill bad done of old ^°; 

Could turn the Covenant, and translate 

The Gospel into spoons and plate ; 

Expound upon all merchants' cashes, 

And open the* intricatest places; 

Could catechise a money-box, 

And prove all pouches orthodox ; 

sioBB, and mentions tbe tamnlt be raised tsalust the is- 
nocent Colonel ss a meritorious action: * | wan oace ar- 
raigned (says lie) before tbe House of Peers, for sticUac 
close to tbe liberties and privileges of this natioa, m* 
tbose that stood for tbem, being one of tboac two or three 
men tbat first drew tbeir swords in Westmtualcr Hall 
• against Colonel Lunsford, and some scores of bU aaaodales : 
at tbat time it was supposed tbey intended to cat the thraali 
of the ctaicfest men tbeu sitting in tbe Bonse of Poera.* T* 
render bim tbe more odious and detestable, they reported 
tbat be was of so brutal an appttite that be would eat cftil- 
dreu : yet Colonel Lunsford was a perscm of catraorlinarr 
sobriety, industry, and courage, and was UUed at the taking 
of Bristol by tbe King, in ift^i. 

2 8«e tbe Book of Judges, chap. v. 

** See Camden's Britannia and Stow's ChroBldc. 
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Until tbe Came became a Damon, 
And Pythias the wicked Mammon. 

* And yet, in spite of all yoar chanui 
To cmyare Legion up in arms, 
And raise more devils in tlie rout, 
llian e'er y' were able to cast out, 
Y' have been reduced, and by those fools. 
Bred up (yon say) in your own schools, 
Who, though hot gifted at your feet. 
Have made it plain they have more wit. 
By whom yon 'ave been so oft trepanned. 
And held forth out of all command ; 
Ont-gifted, oot-impub'd, out-done. 
And out-reveal*d at Carryings-on ; 
Of all your Dispensations worm'd 
Ont-providenc'd and out-reform'd ; 
Ejected out of Church and State, 
And all things but the people's hate ; 
And spirited out of the' enjoyments 
Of precious, edifying employments, 
By those who lodg*d their git^s and graces 
like better bowlers, in your places: 
All which you bore with resolution, 
Cbarg'd on tbe* account of penecution ; 
And though most righteously oppress'd. 
Against your wilts, still aequiesc'd ; 
And never hum'd and hah'd Sedition, 
Nor snuffled Treason, nor Misprision : , 
That is, because you never durst : 
For, had you preach'd and pray'd your worst, . 
Alas ! you were no longer able 
To raise your po«^ of the rabble : 
One smgle redcoat sentinel 
Outduurm'd the magic of the spell. 
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And, with Bis squirt-fire, could disperse 
Whole troops, with chapter rais'd and verse. 
We knew 'too well those tricks of years. 
To leave it ever in yoar powers ; 
Or trust our safeties, or undoings,. 
To your disposing of OutgcNngs ; 
Or to your ordering Providence, r 

One farthingVworth of consequence. 
* For had you power to undermine. 

Or wit to carry a design, 
Or correspondence to trepan, 

Inveigle, or betray one roan ; 

There's nothing else that intervenes. 

And bars your eeal to* use the means ; 

And therefore wondrous like, nodonbt. 

To bring in kings, or keep them oot: 

Brave undertakers to restore. 

That could not -keep yourselves m pow'r } 

To' advance the interests of the Crown, 

That wanted wit to keep yonr own. 
' Tis true you have (for I'd be loath - 

To wrong ye) done your parts in both. 

To keep him out^ and bring him in, 

As Grace is introduc'd by Sm ; 

For 'twas your Eealbus w«nt of sense 

And sanctitied impertinence ; 

Your carrying business in a huddle. 

That forc'd oar rulers to new>raodel ; 

Oblig'd the State to tack abent, 

And turn you, root and branch, all oat; 

To reformado, one and alt. 

To' your great Croysado General : 

Your greedy slavering to devour. 

Before 'twas in your datehes, pow'r ; 
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That sprang the game yon were to set, 
Before he 'ad time to draw the net ; 
Yoor spite to see the Churches lands 
Divided into other hands, * 
And alt your sacrilegious ventares 
Laid oat in tickets and debentnres: 
Yoar envy to be sprinkled down, 
By under churches in tht Town ; 
And no coarse ns'd to stop their months, 
Nor the* independents, spreading growths. 
All which considered, 'tis most true 
None bring him in so mach as yon, ■ 
Mlio have prevail'd beyond their plots, 
Their midnight juntos* and seal'd knots ''} 
lliat thrive morci by yonr zealous piques, 
Than all their own rash politics. 
And this way you may claim a share 
tn carrying (as yoa brag) the' affair, 
Else frogs and toads that croak'd the Jews 
From Pharaoh and his brick-kihis loose, 
And flies and mange, tliat set them free 
From taskmasters and slavery, 
Were likelier to do the feat, 
In any indiflerent man's conceit : 
For who e'er heard of Restoration, , 
ITntil your thorough Reformation? 
That is, the King's and Church's lands 
Were aequester'd int' other hands : 
For only then, and not before, 
Your eyes were open'd to restore ; 
And when tlie work was carrying on, . 
Who cross'd it but yourselves alone? 

*^ Sealed knots were lecret clab3. 
VOL. II. L 

Digitized by Google '. 



14« iR7Di»BA9^ Pmi:9^ 

A» t>y a moM df bints apjieai?, 
AU plain, and extant, a»j^«r ear*. 

» But first, t)' til' fiwt : The Isle of Wig^ 
Will rise np,if you should deiqr't. 
Where Henderson **, and the' other Masses, 
Were sent to^ap texts, atod put x!ase« : 
To pass for deep and learned schoUrsi 
Although butfialtry Oil and SoUers"; 
As if the' unseasoaahle fbels 
Had been a «o«rsing in th^e scbook, 
Until they 'ad pww'd the devil smthw 
O' th' CoVnant, and the Cause lOs dang^bAer:: 
For when they charg'd him with the guilt 
Of all the btood that had 4)eeii.fl{>ilt| 

» When the Kinf , in the •year l6M>a« in the ^ootdi 
^rmy, the English Parliament sent htm some profioritioDfl, 
^ne of wbicb 'was tbe aboUtioii of E|»iu:opuy« «■« tite set* 
•tine lip Pr«»bylery in itB-«li»<l. Mr. Heuderson^ one of tbt 
«hief of the Scotch Presbyteiiau ministers, was employed 
:to indn«e the Ki«f to agree to this proposillon, 4t beinc 
what his Msiiwty oWefly •tuck »t. Accordingly lie cane 
provided with books and papors for his purpose-: the con- 
troversy was debated in-writiiig, as wH as by {teraonal con- 
ference, and several papers passed between ihein, ivMek 
bave been several timea pubUsbe<i; from ^bidi itaypeaia 
that the King, wUbout boolcs (»r papers, or any one to aaslal 
4iim, was an o««rnfiteb -for Ibis old cbMipion of tM KM. 

M Ob and Sollers arodeeigned as • dnncter of Mr. Iks- 
^eraon and his fellow disputants, |vbo ace called Jtfaasei, (m 
Mas is an abridgment of Master) that Is, young niaslf n la 
diviuily; and this cfcaracter signifies soinethhig quite ena- 
trary todeep^nd learned-scholars; particuhirljraucliMte^ 
otudied cvntroversies, as tbey are liandled by little booksor 
systems, (of the Dntch and (jeii^va cut) wliere ttir. autbon 
^'epresent theiradver&ar>«'6' arguroeuts by small oiffictiom, 
«nd ^bjoin their own pitiful bolutiona. In tbe mmrgu af 
ibe^e books may be seen Ob and Sol. Such mustaroom di- 
-Vines are ingenioH8ly4ti!d cum4iendio«!Sly called Ob vctA Sol- 
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Tbey did aot mean he wroqglit the' effaaum 

In person, like Su- '^nde., or Hni^ison ^\ 

But only thpse who first began 

The qnarrel were by him set on ; 

And who coo^d those be but the Saints, 

Those Reforniation termagants P 

But ere this pass'd the wise debate 

Spent so much time it grew too late ; 

For Oliver had gotten ground, 

To* inclose him with his warriors round ; 

Had brought his Providence aboat, 

And tum'd the' untimely sophists out. 

* Nor had the Uxbridge business less 
Of nonsense in't, or sottishness ; 
When from a scoundrel holder-forth '^, 
The scum, as well as son o' th' earth. 



't Pride was a fuundUns. He went into tbe army, wai 
made a colonel, and was priaeipaliy concenied in seclading 
the memliers, in order lo tbe Kiflg*8 tiial ; wiiieh great 
change was called Colonel bride's Purge. He was one of 
Oliver Cromwell's upper hoase. He is called Tbonias l^rd 
Fride, in the commission fur erecting a High Conrt of 
Justice for tlie Uiai of Sir Henry SHugsby.Dr. Hewit, &c. 
Butler calls liim Sir Pride^ by way of sneer upon the man- 
ner of bis being linigbted, for Oliver Cromwell Icnighted 
him with a faggot-sticli instead of a sword. 

lb. Hughsou was a cobbler, went into the army, and was 
made a colonel ; knighted by Oliver Cromwell, and, to help . 
to cobble the cracy state of the nation, was made one of 
Oliver's upper house. ■ 

^ This was Mr. Christopher Love, a farious Presbyterian, 
who, when the Riug's commissioners met those of tbe Par- 
liament at Uxbridge, in the year 1044, to treat of peace, 
preached a sermon there, on ll»e 30th of January, against 
tbe treaty : and said, among other things, tbsit ' no good 
>as to be expected from it. for that tbey (meaning tte 
Klpg's comraissiouerR; came from Oxtord with hearts full 
orblood.* 
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Yonr miglity senators took law, 

At his command were forc'd t' withdraw, 

And sacrifice the peace o' tli' nation 

To Doctrine, Use, and Application. 

So when the Scots, yonr constant cronies, 

Tlie' espousers of your cause and monies **, 

Who had so often, m yonr aid. 

So many ways been soundly paid, 

Came in at last for better ends, 

To prove themselves your trusty friends ; 

You basely left them, and the Church 

They trained yon up to, in the lurch. 

And soifei-'d yonr own tribe of Christians 

To fall before, as true Philistines. 

This shows what utensils y' have been. 

To bring the KuifC*s concernments in ; 

Which is so far tiom being true. 

That none but he can bring in yon ; 

And if he take you uato tiust, 

WiU find yon mo^t exactly just, 

Such as will puuctually repay 

With double interest, and betray. 

* Not that I think those pantomimes. 
Who vary action with the times, 
Are less ingenious in tbeir art, 
Than those who dully act one part; 
Or those who tiiru from side to side, 
More guilty than the wind and tide. 
All countries are a wise man's home. 
And so are goveriinjeuts to some, 

M TUe expense the EiigliKh rebels en^ged the nation in, 
by briiiifhiK iii their brother rebels t'roui Scuilitnd.uiuounlfd 
'toun extravnganr buiii, their teceip'ts mukiirj iii mimey mM 
Utc-quui9T, i,-h6i,'i0\)i, Ox. M. 
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Wbo change tbem for the same intrigues 
Tliat statesmen use in breaking leagues; 
While others in old fkiths and troths 
Look odd, as out-of-fashioo^d dothes. 
And nastier in an old opinion, 
Than those who never shift their linen^ 

< For True and Faithfurs sure to lose. 
Which way soever the game goes ; 
And, whether parties lose or win. 
Is always nick*d, or else bedg'd in : 
While pow*r usurped, like stol'n delight, 
Is more bewitching than the right, 
And, when the times begin to alter, 
None rise so high as from the halter. 

' And so we may, if we 'ave but sense 
To use the necessary means, 
And not your usual stratagems 
On one another, lights, and dreams : 
To stand on terms as positive, . 
As if we did not tak«, but give ; 
Set up the Covenant on cnitches, 
'Gainst those who have us in their clutches. 
And dream of pnfUng cbarches down, 
Before wel-e sure to prop our own ; 
Your constant method of proceeding. 
Without the carnal means of heeding, 
Who, 'twixt your inward sense and outward. 
Are worse, than if y' had none, accoutred. 

* I grant all curses are in vaui, 
Unless we can get in again ; 
The only way that's left us now, 
But all the difficulty's how. 
Tis true we 'ave money, tir only pow'r 
That all mankind falls down before; 
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Money ) tbttt, lik« the swords of kingSy 
Is the last reason of all tbings; 
And therefore need not doubt oor play 
Has all advantnges that way, 
As long as men have ftith to seH, 
And meet with those that can pay well ; 
Whose halfostarv'd pride, and avarice. 
One church and state will not suffice, 
To' expose to sale, beside (lie wages, 
Of storing plagues to after-nges. 
Nor is onr money less our own 
Than *twas before we laid it down ; 
For 'twill return, and turn to' account 
If we are brought in play upont ; 
Or but, by casting knaves, get in. 
What pow'r can hinder us to win? 
We know the arts we us*d before, 
In peace and war, and something more. 
And by the' unfortunate events 
Can mend our next experiments; 
For when we're taken into trust. 
How easy are the wisest choiist^ 
Who see but the* ontsides of our feats. 
And not theu*^ secret springs and weights^ 
And, while they're busy at their ease, 
Can carry what designs we please? 
How easy is't to serve for agents 
To prosecute onr old engagements'? 
To keep the good old Cause on foot. 
And present power from taking root ; 
Inflame them both with false alarms 
Of plots and parties taking ariiis ; 
To keep the national wonnds too wide 
From healing up of side to side; 

Digitized by Google 



B the pas^onaf St coneefns, 
>th their inter ests^ by tarns, 
nly way to' improve our own^ 
aling faithfully with none ; ' 
>w!a run true, by being mftde 
irpose false, and to be sway'd) 
we should be true taeitliei*, 
lid turn us out of both togetlier ;. 
berefore haVc no other means 
«d upon our own defence, 
eeping up ourahcient party 
our, confident and hearty : 
ronctle owr late Dissenters, 
brethren, though by other venters^;: 
them, and their diiierent maggots^ 
ig and short sticks are in iaggots, 
nake them join again as close^ 
len they first began to* espoui^ ; 
them into sepamte 
Jewish tribes in ChniKih and Stated 
in in marriage and commerce, 
nly' among themselves converse,. 
Jl that are not of their mind, 
enemies to all mankind : 
ail religions in, and stickle 
Conclave down to Conventicle*,, 
ing still, or disagreeing, 
ding to the litght in l]^ing. 
rimes for liberty of <^onscience> 
ipiritual misniler in one sense ', 
1 another quite contrary, 
ispensations chance to vary ; 
tand for, as the times will bear it^ 
mtradictions of the Spirit : 
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Protect their emimriea, impower'd 

To preach Sedition and the Word ; 

And, when they*re baoiper'd by the laws. 

Release the labourers fur the Caiiae> 

And tarn the pervecntion back * 

On those that made the first attack; 

To keep them eqqally in awe 

From breaking, or maintaining law : 

And when they have their fits too soon. 

Before the fall-tides of the moon, 

Put off their zeal to' a fitter season, 

For sowing faction in and treason : 

And keep them hooded^ and ttieir Chnrches^ 

Like hawks, from baiting on their perches ; 

That when the blessed time shall come 

Of quitting Babylon and Rome, 

They may he ready to restore 

Hieir own Fifth monarchy once more. 

' Meanwhile be better arni'd to fence 
Against revolts of Providence, 
By Hatching narrowly, and snapping 
Ail blind sides of it, as they happen: 
For if success could make.ns Saints, 
Oar ruin tum'd us miscreants ^^ ; 
A scandle that would fall too hard 
Upon a few, and unprepared. 

* These are the courses we must .run. 
Spite of our hearts, or be undone, 



^7 The aotbor of the * Foorth Part of the Htitory of Tn- 
dependeucy,' compares the govemorf of those timei wiib 
fh« 1 nrks, who ascribe the goodness of their caus«; to the 
fctfnncfts of their swoid, dt'uyliig that any-lhliif; may pro- 
pe 1> be called na'at, if it cau but wm the epithet of inoa. 
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And not to stand on terms and ireaks> 
Before we have secur'd our necks. 

< Bat do onr work as out of sight. 
As stars by day, and suns by night ; 
AU licence of the people own, 
In opp«i8itiou to the Crown; 
And for the Crown as fiercely side. 
The bead and body to divide. 
The end of all we first designed. 
And all that yet remains behind ; 
Be sure to spare no public rapine. 
On all emergencies that happen ; 
For 'tis as easy to supplant 
Authority, as men in want ; 
As some of ns^ in trusts, have made 
The one hand with the other trade ; 
€rain*d vastly by their joint endeavour, 
Ibe right a thief, the left receiver ;., 
And what the one, by tricks, forestaird. 
The other, by as sly, retail'd. 
For gain has wonderful effects, 
To* improve the factory of sects ; 
The rule of &ith in all professions. 
And great Diana of the' Ephesians; 
Whence turning of religion's made 
The means to turn and wind a trade j 
And though some change it for the worse, 
They put themselves into a course. 
And draw in store of customers. 
To thrive the better in commerce ; 
For all religions 6ock together. 
Like tame and wild fowl of a feather; 
To nab the itches of their sects, 
A^ jades do one another's necks. 
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Hence *ti» hypocrfty as vvpll 

Will serve to' improve a CRcrreh, as seal -^ 

As persecntion, or promotion^ 

Do equally advance devotion. 

* Let business, like ill watches, go 
Sometime too fast, sometime to^ slow ^ 
For things in order arc pnt out 
So easy, ease itself wBl dot ;, 
But when the feat^s design'd and meant,. 
What miracle can bar the' event?* 
For 'tis more easy to betray, 
Than rnin any other way. 

< All possible occasions start. 
The weightiest matters to divert ; 
Obstruct, perplex, distract, intangYev 
And lay perpetual trains to wrangle ;. 

But in affairs of less import^ 
That neither do us good nor hurt, 

And they receive as little by. 

Out-fawn as much, and out-comply ;: 

And seem as scrupulously just, 
To bait our hooks for greater trust* 

But still be careful to cry doWn 

All public actions, though oar own ;. 

The least miscarriage aggravate. 

And charge it all upon the State ; 

Express the horrid^st detestation,. 

And pity the distracted nation ; 

Tell stories scandalous and ftilse, 

I' th' proper language of cabab^ 

Where all a subtle statesman says. 

Is half in words, and half in f^ce ; 

(As Spaniards talk ra dialogues 

Of heads and shoulders, nods aad shmga^ 
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Intrnst it ander solemn vows 
Of Mum, and Silence, and the Rose, 
To be retaird again in whispers. 
For tlie' easy creduloas to disperse.' 

Thas fur the Statesman— Wlien a sliont, 
Heard at a distance, put him out ; 
And straight another, all aghast, 
Kosh'd in with equal fear and haste^ 
Who star'd about, as pate as dearth. 
And, for a while, as out of breath ; 
Till having gathered up his wits, 
He thns began his tale by iits '^ :— 

' That beastly rabble ''—that came down 
From all the garrets— in the Town, 
And stalls, and shop-boards — in vast swamis. 
With new-chalk'd bills, and rusty arms, 
To cry the Cause— up, heretofort. 
And bawl the Bishops— out of door. 
Are new drawn up— in greater shoals. 
To roast — ^and broil us on the coals, 
And all the Grandees— of our members 
Are carbonading — on the embers ; 
Kn^hts, citizens, and burgesses — 
Held forth by ramps— of pigs and geese^ 
That serve for characters— and badges 
To represent their personages ; 
Each iMmtire is a funeral pHe, 
Ib which they rowt, and scorch, and broil, 



• M We letm from Lilly, that tbe mesflenger who brodf bt 
this teffiryiiiK iDtelUgeBce to thi» cttal wms Sir Mtrtya 
NoeH. 

^ Tbh ii an accurate description of the mob'i banting 
ramps npoii the admission of ttie secluded membeiB^ la 
contempt of tbe Rump i'arliameDt. 
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And every rppresentative 

Have vow'd to roast — ^and broil alive : 

And 'tis a miracle we aie not 

Already sacrificed incarnate^ 

For while we wrangle here, and jar, 

We're grillied all at Temple-bar ; 

Some, on the signpost of an alehouse, 

Ilani; in effigy, on the ^Uows, 

Made up of rags, to personate 

Respective officers of state; 

That, henceforth, they may stand reputed, 

Proscrib'd in law, and executed, 

And, while the Work is carrying on, 

Be ready Ibted under Dun ^. 

That worthy patriot, once the bellows. 

And tinder-box, of all hb fellows; 

The activ'st member of the five, 

As well as tlie most primitive ; 

Who, for his &it))ful service then, 

Is chosen for a fiflb again ^' : 

(For smce the State has made a quint 

Ot' Generals ^, he's ibted iu*t) 



<)<> Dan wat the public eYeciittoner at that time 
executioners long after that went by the tame inie 

*^^ Sir Arthur Ha^lerig, one of the five membc 
House of Cominous, was impeached 16n-2; was 
of Newc-dstle-upoQ-Tyue, bad tbe Bishop of I 
bouse. parlL, and manor of Aubiand, and ttSOOl. 
given bim. He died lu the Tower of London, Jai 

(tt The Rump, growing jealous of General MonI 
that tbe genemlsbip should be vested in Ave comu 
Monk, H.izlerig, Walton, Morley, and Alured, mak 
a quorum, but denying a motion that Monk sboi 
that quorum ; but, their authority not being then 
garded, this order was nut obeyed»afud Monk cuuti 
general notwithstanding. 
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Tbb worthy, as the world will say. 

Is paid in specie, his own way ; 

For moulded to the life, in cloaU ' 

Th' have pick'd from dnnghiUs hereaboats. 

He's mounted on a hasel iMvin ^^ 

A cropped malignant baker gave 'em ; 

And to the largest bonfire riding, 

They'ave roasted Cook ^ already', and Pride in ; 

On whom, in equipage and state. 

His scarecrow feUow-roemben wait, 

And march in order, two and two, 

As at Thanksgivings th' Q8*d to do, 

Each in a tatter'd talisman, 

Lake vermin in effigy slain. 

' Bot (whaf s more dreadftil than the rest) 
Those mmps are but the tail o' th* Beast, 
Set up by Popish engineers. 
As by the crackers plainly' appears; 
For none, bot Jesuits, have a mission 
To preach the ikith with ammonitioa, 
And propagate the Church with powder; 
Their founder was a.blown-up soldier. 
These spiritual pioneers o' th' Whore'i, 
That have the charge Of all her stores^ - 
Since first they faii'd in their designs, 
To take in heav*n by springing mines, 
And with nnanswerable barrels 
Of gunpowder dispute their quarrels, 

^ Baviu it a faggot. 

*^ Cook acted as solicitor in tbe King's^ trial, and drew up 
a charge of high treason against liim, and liad drawn up a 
tonual pica also; iu case the king liad snbDiitti>d to ttie In- 
rindictiott of the Court. At bis own trial be pleaded, that 
what hexlid was as a lawyer Tor bis fee: hut be raffered at 
Tyhuiu as a Regicide. 
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Now take a course more practicable, 
By laying traios to fire tlie rabble, 
And blow us lip, in tU' open streets, 
Disguis'd in rump«> like sambenites % 
More like to rnin and confound. 
Than all their doctrines under ground. 
* Nor have they chosen rumps amiss, 
For symbol* of State-mysteries, 
Though some suppose 'twas but to shew 
How much thQy scorn'd the Saints, the fe 
Who, 'cause they're wasted to the stumpe 
Are represented bc»t by rumps. 
But Jesuits have deeper reaches 
In all their politic lar-fetdics, 
And from the Coptic priest Kircherus*^ 
Found out this mystic way to je^r us ; 
For as the' Egyptians us'd by bees 
To' express their antique PtolomieB, 
And by thfir stings, the swords they wore 
Held forth authority and pow'r ; 
Because these subile aniinais 
Bear all their interests in lijeir tails. 
But when they're onqe impaii^d in that. 
Are baoislf d their well-order'd state • 
They thought all governments were best 
By hieroglyphic rumps exprcst. 

* For as, in bodies mitiii-al. 
The rump's the fiuid^mewt of all, 
So m a commonwealth, or realm, 
The government is call'd the Helm, 
*** Sanibeiiite in a coat of cuarM HAth «.u- k. 
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bicli, like vessels under ttAl, 

I tnrn'd apd irinded by tbe tail ; 

I, which birds and liabes steer 

onnes with through sea and air, 

tm the rudder of the nuap, is 

ne thing with the stem and compass. 

»ws how perfectly the riiaip 

mmonwealth in Nature jump^ 

ft fly, that goes to bed, 

fkh ^is^tail above bis head ; 

his mongrel state of ours, 

^ble are the supreme powej'S, 

>r8'd us -qn tlieir backs* to show us 

1 trick at lasK and tl^riow as. 

i learned RahiHns of tUe Jews 

there's a bone* wiik'h they call Luezy 

imp of ma^> of such a virtiie, 

te. in nature can do hurt to ; 

^refore, at tiie hist great day, 

other members sl)ail) they say> 

out of this, as ftom a seed 

s of vestals projcecd -, 

whence the learned sona of Art, 

tm jpsUy style that part : 

hat can better represent, 

lis rump bone, tlie Parliamenty 

^r several rude «^ctioqs* 

prodigious resurrections, 

iw reversions of nine Iiv€«, 

p, and, like a cat, revives? 

now, alas ! they're all expir'd. 

House, as well as members, fir'd; 

*d in. kennels by the rout, 

luch they other fires put out ; 
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CondeDin*d to* angoveming distress^ 
And paltry, private wretcbedness; 
Worse than the devil to privation. 
Beyond all hopes .of restoration ; 
And parted, like the body' and soul. 
From aU dominion and control. 

* We who conld lately, with a look. 
Enact, establish, or revoke ; 
Whose arbitrary nods gave law, 
And frowns kept multitudes in awe -, 
Before the blnster of whose huff, 
AU hats, as in a storm, flew off; 
Ador'd add bow'd to by the great, 
Down to the footman and valet ; 
Mad more bent knees than chapel-raati, 
And prayers, tiian the crowns of hatt, 
Shall now be scom*d as wretchedly; 
For nun's just as low as high ; 
Which might be wffer'd were it all 
The horror that attends our 6i]l : 
For some of us have scores more large 
Than heads and quarters can discharge ; 
And others, who, by restless scraping. 
With public fraud», and private rapine^ 
Have mighty heaps of wealth amaifii'dy 
Would gladly lay down all at kist ; 
And, to be but undone, entait 
Their vessels on perpetual gaol% 



^ This the Re^icidea. in general, would bmv4 done gtadly. 
but the ringleaders of them were exeguted in terronm. 
Those that cttine in npon prociatnation were brouubt to the 
bar of the House of Lords, Sdtb Nor. ifiol, to answer what 
ihey conld say for themselves why Judgmeut skoold not be 
executed against- tbvni ? ttaey sereially allegod, * That. 
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And bless the devil to let them fjirmA 
Of forfeit soul, on no worse terms.'' 
This said, a near and loiider sbont 
Pot all the' assembly to the rout '''', 
Who now be^m to' outnin tiieir fear, 
As horses do, from those they bear ; 
But crowded on with so much haste. 
Until they 'ad block'd the passage tast, 
And barricadoed it with haunches 
Of outward men, and bulks and paunches, 
That with their shoulders strove to squeeze, 
And rather sare a crippled piece 
Of all their crush'd and broken members 
Than have them grillied on the embera; 
Still preaung on with heavy packs 
Of one another on their backs. 
The van -guard could no longer bear 
The charges of the forlorn rear, 

upon his Majesty's gracious Declaration from Breda, and the 
votes of the Parliament, &c. they did snrretider themselves, 
beiiis advised that tbey should thereby secure their lives * 
and humbly craved the beuelit of the |»roclamation, 8cc > 
And Harry Martyu briskly added, • That he bad never 
obeyed any proclamation before this, and hoped be should 
not be hanged for tailing the King's word now.' A bill was 
brought in for their execution, which was read twice, but 
afterwards dropt: so they were all sent to their sevei«l pri- 
sons, and little moie heard of. Ludlow, and some others 
escaped by flying among the Swiss Cantons. ' 

« When Sir Martyn came to this cabal, he left the rabble 
at Temple Bar; but. by the time be had concluded his dis. 
course, they were advanced n<«ar Whitehall and Westminster. 
This alarmed our cabaitors. and perhaps terrified them with 
the apprehension «f being hauitert or burned in reality, aa 
6(»me^of them that very instant were in efflgy. No wonder, 
thcrefoie, they bralie np so precipitately, and that each en- 
deavoured to secure himself. The manner of it is described 
with a poetical licence, only to embeiiish this Canto with a 
diverting catastrophe. 

VOL. II. M 
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Bnt borne down headlong; by the rout. 
Were trampled sorely under fi^ot; 
Yet nothing prov'd so fotmidafble 
As the' horrid cookety of the rabble; 
And fear, that keeps all feeling out, 
As lesser pams are by the gout, 
Reliev'd 'em ^th a Ireih snpply » 
Of Jellied fePee, enoii^ to t)y, 
Aiid beat a Tiisean ranning^rse, 
IFbose jockey^der is alt spnrs. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The Kiilfht gnd Sqiiire*« prot^igipiis Qllht 
To quit the' enchanted bow'r by night. 
He plo4s to turn his smoroits suit, 
To' a plea in lav, And prosecute: 
Repairs to counsel, to advise 
*Boot inanagins! the enterprise ; 
But first resolve* to try by letter, 
And ooe.aqre iiur address, to net ber. 



Who would believe what strange bngbeai^ 

Mankind creates itoelf, of leaw, 

That spring, like fern, that iiidect wteed, 

Equivocally, without seed, 

And have no possible folmdation, 

But merely in tbt* imasfination^ 

And yet can do more dreadfiil featA 

Than hags, with all th«ir imps and teats • 

Make more bewitch and hannt themselw^. 

Than all their nurseries of elves, 

l!SJrA/ *** *iJ "r {."" ^" *•*« recapUulation of the Ust aJu 
Shf «f «LT '^"*?.**^ '!!^ *>«'" *8.-\)ecause we had io?t 
SXiL tr"™ ^V£^* ^""^ P« •P"^* ""f ^^ longest Canto in th" 
wl^olePdem: this respite might probably occasion forget! 
Inlntnaln ***?;* '*^"*^'L"' ^"^^^ a"e«tion had bee^ so loDg 
suspended : it was therefore necessary that a reDeiition 
shon Id be made of tire djirk «dventurc. and tliat it JbSuK 

.:?l£?ht7?' »"»^"'^»;'* '« "»? reader; wbohl owrrlv^ 
*i the third day, siucv ihe opening of the poem. •""'-•r 
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For fear does tilings so like a witch, 

Tis bard to' unriddle which is which; 

Sets up communities of senses. 

To chop and change intelligences ; 

As Rosicrucian virtuosis 

Can see with ears, and hear with noses ; 

And, when they neither see nor hear, 

Have more than both supplied by fear, 

That makes *em in the dark see visidhs. 

And hag themselves with apparitions. 

And, when their eyes discover least, 

Discern the subtlest objects best ; 

Do things not contrary, alone. 

To the' course of Nature, but its own, 

The courage of the bravest daunt, 

And turn poltroons as valiant : 

For men as resolute appear 

With too much, as too little fear; 

And, when they're out of hopes of flying 

Will run away from death by dying ; 

Or turn again to stand it out. 

And those they tied, like lions rout. 

This Hudibras had prov'd too trae. 
Who, by tlie Furies, left perdue^ 
And haunted with detachments, sent 
From Marshal Legion's regiment % 
Was by a fiend, as counterieit, 
Reliev'd and rescued witli a cheat. 
When nothing but himself, and fear, 
Was botli the imps and conjurer ; 



« AlIadinK to Stephen Marshal's bcllowine 
rrom the pulpit, in order to recruit t\w. army of 
He was called the Geneva Bull, 
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As, by the rales o* tb* virtaosi. 
It follows in due form of poesie. 

Diss;tiis'd in all the ma:>ks of night, 
We \et\ our champion on his flight, 
At hlindman's buff, to grope his way, 
In equal fear of niglit and day ; 
Who took his dark and desperate course, 
He knew no better than his horse ; 
And by an unknown devil led, 
(He knew as little whither) fled. 
He never was in greater need. 
Nor less capacity of speed ; 
Disabled, both in man and beast, 
To fly and nm away, his best ; 
To keep the enemy, and fear, 
From equal falling on his rear. 
And though with kicks and bangs he plied 
The farther and the nearer side ; 
(As seamen ride with all their force, 
And tag as if they row'd the horse, 
And, when the hackney sails more swift, 
Believe they lag, or run a-drifY) 
So, though he posted e'er so fast. 
His fear was greater than his haste : 
For fear, though flfceter than the wind, 
Believes 'tis always left behind. 
But when the morn began to* appear. 
And shift to* another scene iiis fear, 
He found bis new officious sliade, 
Tliat came so timely to his aid. 
And forc'd him from the toe to* escape, 
Had tnra'd itself to kalpho's shape, 
So like in person, garb, and pitch, 
'Twas hard to' mtcrpret which was which* 
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For Ralpho had do sooner told 
The Lady all he had to' untold. 
But she convey 'd him out of sight. 
To entertain the' approaching Knight; 
And while he gave himself diveraioo. 
To' accommodate his beast and person, 
And put his beard into a posture 
At best advantage to accost her ; 
She order'd th' antimasqaerade 
(For his reception) aforesaid : 
But when the ceremony was done, 
The lights put out, the Furies gone. 
And Hudibras, among the rest, 
Convey'd away, as Ralpho gne^s'd; 
The wretched caitiff, all alone, 
(As he believ'd) began to moan, 
And tell his story to himself, 
The Knight mistook him for an elf: 
And did so still, tiJl he began 
To scniple at Ralph's outward man, 
And thought, because they oft agreed 
To' appear in one another's stead. 
And act the saint's and devil's part, 
With undistinguishable art, 
They might have done so now, perhaps. 
And put on one another's shapes ; 
And therefore, to resolve the doubt, 
« 1^!^''^ "Pon him, and cry'd out. 

What art? My Squire, or that bold sprite 
ihat took his place and shape to-night? 
&ome busy Independent pug. 
Retainer to his synagogue ?'— : 
' Alas ! (quoth he,) I'm none of thoso 
If our bosom friends, as yoij suppose. 
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Iph himself, your trusty Squire* 
drafirg'd your Duuship out o' tU' mire, 
ill tbe' inchantmeut^ of a Widow, 
i turn'd you iot' a beast, liavc IVeed you; 
ough a prisoner of war, 
rough t you sate, where now you are; 
you would giatet'ully repay, 
>Qstant Presbyterian way.' 
I stranger (quoth the Knight) and stranger^ 
Lve thee notice of my danger f ' 
h he, ' The' iniernal conJureK 
d, and took ine prisoner ; 
lowing you were hereabout, 
t !ne along, to find you out^ 
I, in iuigger-nnigger hid, 
oted all they said m- did : 
lougli they lay to him the pageant, 
at see him, nor his agent ■ 
ay'd their sorceries out of sight, 
»id a fiercer second fight.' 
idst thou see no devils then r' 
me (quoth he) but carnal men, 
worse than fiends in liell, 
at shc-d<;vil Jezabel, 
ugh'd and tee-lie'd,with derision, 
them take your deposition,' 
at then (quoth Hudibias) was lie- 
lay'd tbe dev'l to' examine me ?' 
ying weaver in the town, 
id it in a parson's gawu ; 
all the parish takes for gifted, 
ir my part, I ne'er belie v'd it : 
nh you told them all your feats, 
on.>cicntious frauds and cheats j 
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DeoieJ yoar whipping, and confessed 

Hie naked truth of all the rest. 

More plainly than the reverend writer 

That to on I- Churches veil'd his mitre ^; 

All which they take in black and white, 

And cndfrell'd me to underwrite.' 

' What made thee, when they all were gone. 
And none but thon and I alone, 
To act ihe devil, and forbear 
To rid me o^* my lielliisfa fearP 

Quotli he, ^ I knew yonr constant rate> 
And firame of 8p*rit too obstinate^ 
To be by me prevaiW npon. 
With any motives of my own ; 
And therefore strove to cotmterfeit 
The devil a while, to nick your wit ; 
The devif, that is your constant crony. 
That only can prevail npon ye ; 
£Ue we might still have been dispnting, 
And they vrith weighty drubs confuting/ 

The Knight, who now began to find 
They 'ad left the enemy behind. 
And saw no farther harm remaut 
But feeble weariness and pain, 
Perceiv'd, by losing of their way, 
They 'ad gained the' advantage of the day^ 



9 Thoncb there were more than one In those ttmes thai 
this character would have suited, yet it is f»r*tmble that Mr. 
George Graham^ bishop of Orl^ner. is sueered in this i»lace 
bv Mr. Butlet: for be abjured Episcopacy, and sipnt>d the 
adjuration with his own band, at Breckness. hi Strrmes. 
Fel>. II, 1639. To thi& rcBiarkable ittcideat Bi»b«p Hall at- 
lodes in his Epistle IKriicatory urelUed t« bi& ' EpisGonacf 
by Divine Ri^ht/ &c. 1640. 



5d by Google 



!. HUDTBRAS. 165 

declining; of the road, 

i, by chance, their rear made good ; 

ir'd to dismiss his tear, 

tings wont to rant and tear, 

the desperat'st attack 
;r still behind its back : 
ig paiis'd to recollect, 
lis past success reflect, 
line and consider why, 
oce, and how, he came to fly, 
D no devil had appeared, 
B it could be said he fear'd, 
n in so fierce a rage, 
resolv'd to re-engage ; 
ke a foot-ball, back again 
ne, and vengeance, and disdain. 
, ' It was thy cowardice 
ie me from tliis leaguer rise, 
11 1 'ad half-rediic'd the place, 
: infamously base ; 
er cover'd by the new 
itachment, than I knew ; 
my new acquests, and run, 
sly, from battles won ; 
:oning all I gain'd or lost, 
em cheaper than they cost -, 
me put myself to flight, 
|uering, run away by night ; 
fie out, which th* haughty foe 
er have presumed to do : 

me in the dark by force, 
bare ridge of my horse, 
I qnerpo to their rage, 
ly armsand'eqnipagci 
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Leftty if tfaey venlfor'd to pursue, 
I migbt the' unequal fight renew ; 
And, to preserve thy outward map,^ 
Assum'd my place, and led tlie van.' 

< AU this (qii'otli lUlph) I did, 'tis true, 
Not to preserve myself, but you : 
You, who were damned to baser drubs 
Than wretches feel in powderuig tubs. 
To mount two-wbeel'd caroehes, worse 
Tb»i managing a wooden horse ; 
Dragg'd out thro4igh straiter holes by t\n 
Eras'd, or coup'd for perjuries; 
Who, though the' attempt had prov'd in 
Had had no reason to complain ; 
But, since it prosper'd, 'tis imhandsom^ 
To blame the hand tliat paid your ratisoi 
And rescued your obnoxious bones 
From unavoidable battons. 
The enemy was reinforc'd, 
And we disabled and nnhprs'<f, 
Disarm'd, unqualified for fight. 
And no way left but hasty flight. 
Which, though as desperate in the* atten 
Has giv'n you freedom to conderan't. 

< But were our bones in fit cooditioiv 
To reinforce tbv expedition, 
*Tis now unseasonable and vain,. 
To think of falling on again: 
No martial project to surprise 
Can ever be attempted twice ; 
Nor cast design serve afterwards. 
As gamesters tear their losing-cards^ 
Beside, our bangs of roan and beast 
Are fit for nothing now but rest; 
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I while wilt not be able 

and. prove serviceable : 

efore I, with reason, cbose 

tagem to* amuse our foes 

an bon'rable retreat, 

e a total sure defeat : 

i that fly may flglit again, 

! can never do that's slain. 

nely running's no mean part 

let, in the martial art, 

1 some glorious feats aehieve, 

IS, by breaking, thrive ; 

ions conquer armies, while 

m to draw oif and recoil ; 

le gallant'st course, and bravest, 

exploits, as well as safest ; 

res the' expense of time and pains, 

(erous beating out of brains; 

be end, prevails as certain 

that never trnst to Fortune ; 

i their fear do execution 

he stoutest resolution ; 

inakes kill without a blow, 

f trembliqg, overthrow. 

icients crown*d their bravest meo 

f sav'd a citizen, 

toiy could e'er be won, 

one would save but one ? 

sndanger'd to be lost, 

1 resolve to save the most ? 

leaus, when a battle's won, 

s as ikr trom being done ; 

5 tl^t save IhemseWes, and fly^ 

I, at least, i' the' victory ; 
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And sonwtime, when the loss is small. 
And dan<;er ^reat, they challen^ all; 
Print new additions to their feats, 
And emendations in Gazettes ; 
And when, for fnrious haste to mn, 
They durst not stay to iire a ^id, 
Have donc*t witii bonfires, and at hom^ 
Made squibs and crackers overcome : 
To set the rabble on a flame. 
And keep their ^ovemoi-s from blame, 
Disperse the news the pulpit tells, 
Confirmed with fireworks and with bells; 
And though rednc*d to that extreme. 
They have been forc'd to sing Te Deum ; 
Yet, with relififious blasphemy. 
By flattering Heaven witli a lie. 
And, for their beating, giving thanks, 
They *ave raisd recruits, and fill'd their b 
For those who run from the' enemy, 
Engage them equally to fly ; 
And when the flght becomes a chase. 
Those win the day that win the race : 
And that which would not pass in flglits. 
Has done the feat with easy flights ; 
Recovered many a desp'rate campaign 
With Boiird(^aux, Burgundy, and Champa 
KestorM the faulting high and mighty 
With brandy-wine, and aqna-vita; ; 
And made 'em stoutly overcome 
AVith Bacrack, Hoccamore, 4ind Mtim; 
Whom the* tmcoutroU'dsdecrees of Fate 
To victory necessitate ; 
With whirlH althougli they run or bom, . 
They unavoidably return* 
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their sultan populates 
ngle all their routed Bassa's.* 
I Hu^libras, * I understand 
fhts thou mean*8t at sea and land^ 
[> those were that run away, 
gave out th' had won the day ; 
h the rabble souc'd them for't, 
id and ears, in mud and dirt. 
! our modem way of war 
1 more politic by far, 
so resolute and bold, 
1 tp honour, as the old. 
' they laugh at giving battle, 
k be to herds of cattle ; 
ing convoys of provision* 
[>le design o' the expedition, 
; with downright blows to rout 
my, but eat them out : 
ing, in all beasts of prey, 
ing, are performed one way, 
defiance to tiieir teeth^ 
It their stubborn guts to death ; 
*AQ achieve the highest renown, 
ing the other stomachs down, 
now no fear of wounds nor maiming^ 
;ers are rednc'd to famine, 
ts of arras to plot, design, 
, imd stratagem, and mine ; 
e no need nor use of courage, 
t be for glory' or forage i ■ 
hey fight 'tis but by chance, 
ne side venturing tp advance, 
ne uncivilly too near, 
rg*d unmercifully* i' th* rear. 
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And forc'd, with terrible resistance, 
To keep liereafter at a distan€^> 
To pick out ground to' incamp-epoD, 
Wiiere store of largest rivers rtfti, 
That serve, instead of peaceful liarricrs. 
To part the' engagements of t<)eii' warrioi 
Where both from side to side majifkip, 
And only' enconnter at bo-peep: 
For men are fonnd the stouter-hearted, 
The certainer they're to be parted, 
And therefore post themselves in bogs, 
As the' ancient mice attack'd the frogs. 
And made their mortal enemy. 
The water-rat, their strict ally*. 
For 'tis not now who's stout and 1>old? 
But who bears htmger best, and cold? 
And he's appro v'd the most deserving, 
Who longest can hold out at starvin|^ ; 
And he that route most pigs and cows, 
The formidablest man of prowess. 
So the' Emperor Caligula, 
That triumph'd o'er the British sea,- 
Took crabs and oysters prisoners, 
And lobsters, 'stead of cuirasiers ; 
Engag'd his legions in tierce bustles, 
With periwinkles, prawns, iittd mnscles. 
And led his troops with furi^ns galkyps. 
To charge whote regiments of 4fM\6p9', 
Not Uke their ancient way of w^, 
To wait on his triumphal car ; 
But when he went to dine or sop. 
More bravely ate his captives 4lp, 

■* Meaning thf Dutcb, ^Tba .sc&meU to fsvpnr 
hamrntariaus. 
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all war, by his example, 
to victling of a f amp well/ 
Kalph, *■ By all that you have said, 
3e as much that I could add, 
I you cannot now do worse 
.e thisout^of-fashbn'd course; 
by stratagem, to woo her, 
ig battle to subdue her ; 
iomc have done it in romances, 
5'd them into amorous fancies ; 
who won tlie Amazons, 
sn drubbing of their bones ; 
t Rinaido gain'd his bride 
ing of her back and side. 
s those times and feats are tjver, 
not for a modern lover, 
stresses are too cross-grain 'd, 
iddresses to be gain'd ; 
ley were, would have it out 
ly another kind of bout, 
? I hold no course so' infeasible, 
' force, to win the Jezabel ; 
her heart, by the' antique charms 
errant, force of arms; 
r strive by law to win her, 
he title you have in her. 
s is clear, you have her word, 
witness the accord ; 
,vo more of her retinue 
what pass'd between yi»n; 
bable, and like to hold, 
J, or seal, or breaking gold, 
so many, that renoune'd 
lited contracts, liave been trgunc'd, 
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And bills upon record been found, 
That forcM the ladies to compound ; 
And tiiat, unless I miss the matter^ 
Is all the business you look aOer. 
Besides, encounters at the • bar 
Are braver now than those in war, 
In which the law does execution. 
With less disorder and confusion ^ 
Has more of honoar in 't, some hold, 
Not like the new way, but the old, 
When those the pen had drawn together. 
Decided quarrels with the feather; 
And wuiged arrows kiird as dead, 
And more than bullets now of lead : 
So all their combats now, as then, 
Are managed chiefly by the pen; 
Hiat does the feat, with braver vigours^ 
In words at length, as well as figures; 
Is judge of all tlie world performs 
In voluntary feats of arms. 
And whatsoe'er's achiev'd in fight. 
Determines which is wrong or right : 
For whether you prevail, or lose, 
All must be tried there in the close; 
And therefore 'tis not wise to shun 
What you must trust to ere ye 've done. 

* The kiw, that settles all you do, 
And marries where you did but woo ; 
That makes the most perfidious lover, 
A lady, that's as &lse, recover; 
And if it judge upon your side, , 

Will soon extend her for your bride, 
And puther person, goods, or lands. 
Or which you like b^st, int* your hands.. 
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la\v*8 tlic wisdom of nil aj^es, 
nag'd by the a West sii^t*^, 
ou-ih tlieir Imsiiless at tlie bar 
I kind of civil war, 

I tir eii;;age with tiarccr dudji,'cous 
^r the Grecians did, au.l Trojans, 
ver ii(iana<;e the cotitcst 

m* their public interest, 
leir controversies lessen 
nity of tiieir profession: 
'. us Brethren, who divide 
uiwoii-wealth, the Cause, and side j 
High we're all as near of kindred 
outward man is to the inward, 
ee in nothings but to wrangle 
he slightest rinsle-fanj;le ; 
iwyers have mi>re sober sense, 
' argue at their own expense, 
e the best advantages 
rs' quarrels, like the Swiss; 
: of foreign con f rove isios, 
ig both sides, (ill then- purses; 
e no interest in the cause 
ill th' engage, and wa^c the law* 
her prospect than their pay, 
• they lose or wiu the day. 
ugjh th' abounded in all ages, 
idry learned clerks and saaie.^; 
all their business be dispute, 
^iiy tiiey canvass every suit, 
^e'no disputes about their art, 
fjolemics controvert, 

II professions else are found 
ihing but disputes to-* about nd 
II. N 
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Divines of all sorts, and pbvsiciaug, 
Philosopherii, mathematicians ; 
The Galenist and Paracelsian ', 
Condemn the way each other deals in • 
Anatomists dissect and mangle, ' 

To cut themselves out work to wrangle- 
Astrologers dispute tfieir dreams, ' 

That in their sleeps they talk of schemes 
And heralds stickle who got who. 
So many hundred years ago. 

' Bat lawyers are too wise a nation 
To' expose their trade to disputation. 
Or make the busy rabble jndges 
Of all their secret piques and grudges- 
In which, whoever wins the day, ' 
The whole profession's sure to pay. 
Beside, no mountebanks, nor cheats 
Dare undertake to do their feats, ' 
When ki all other sciences 
They swarm like insects, and increase 
^ * For what bigot durst ever draw. 
By inward Light, a deed in law? 
Or could hold forth, by revelation. 
An answer to a Declaration? 
For those that meddle with their tools, 
WiU cut their fingers, if UieyYe fools ; 
And if you follow their advice. 
In bills, and answers, and replies, 
TJey'II write a love-letter in Chanceiy, 
Shair brmg her upon oath to answer ye, 
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D reduce her to b' yonrwifey 
» her weary of her life.* 
.night, who us'd with tricks and shifts 
by HalpltQ's Gids, 
ppearance cry'd him dowH) 
I them better seem his own, 
[iaries* constant coqrse 
ig, when they take ^ purse). 
i to follow his advice^ 
t it from him by disguise ; 
er stubborn oontradiction» 
iterfeit his own conviction, 
transition, fall upon 
>lHtion as ||is own. 
I he, *■ This gambol thou adviaest 
others, the uuwisest; 
thmk by law to gain her, 
nothing sillier nor vainer, 
to hazard ray pretence^ 
lothing's certain but the' expense -, 
igainst myself, and traverse 
and title to her favours ; 
lie should, which ^eav'n forbid) 
»w me, as the Fiddler did, 
'ter-course have [ to take, 
losing all I have at staked 
with injury is griev'd, 
;s to law to be reliev'd, 
than a sottish chpuse, 
hen a thief has rpbWd bis house,- 
himself to cunning v^en, 
him to his goods again ; 
U he can expect to g£(ip, 
» squander ^lor^ ija y^p : . 
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And yet I have no other way. 

But is as difficult, to play : 

For to reduce her, by main force. 

Is now in yain; by fkir means, worse ; 

But worst of all to give her over, 

Till she's as desperate to recover : 

For bad games are thrown up too soo% 

Until they*re never to be won ; 

But since I have no other course, 

But .is as bad to' attempt, or worse, 

He that complies against his will, 

Is of his own opinion still, 

Which he may adliere to, yet disown. 

For reasons to himself best known ; 

But 'tis not to b* avoided now, 

For Sidrophel resolves to sue; 

Whom I roust answer, or begin, . 

Inevitably, first with him ; 

For I've received ndverttsement. 

By times enough, of his intent ; 

And knowing he that first complains 

The' advantage of the business gains; 

For courts of justice understand 

The plaintiff to be eldest hand ; 

Who what he pleases may aver, 

Tlie other nothing till he swear 

Is freely' admitted to all grace, - 

And lawful favour, by his place ; 

And, for his bringing custom in, 

Has all advantages to win« 

I, who resolve to oversee 

No lucky opportunity, 

Will go to counsel, to advise 

Which way to' encounter or wrpriae, . 
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let long consideration, 
and out one to fit ttie' occas^ 
it for what I have to do, 
isellor, and justice too.* 
ly so, no doubt, be was, 
;r fit for such a case, 
dull sot, who told the clock, 
ny years, at FSride welt dock, 
tniinster, and HicksVhall, 
cms doctms play'd in ail ; 
in all governments and times, 
been both friend and foe to crimes, 
d two equal ways of gaining, 
lering justice, or maintaining : 
,y a whore gave privilege, 
lipp'd, for want of quarterage ; 
ids of bawds to prison sent, 
ig behind a fortnight's rent ; 
my a trusty pimp and crony 
idle-doek, for want of money: 
I the constable to seize 
le tliat would not break the peace ; 
e him back his own tbul words, 
sometimes commoners, or lords, 
pt 'em prisoners of course, 
ng sober at ill hoars ; 
the morning he might free 
1 'em over for his fee. 
[jonsters fine, and puppet-plays, 
ve to practise in their ways ; 
out all cheats, and went a share 
le' headborongh and scavenger ; 
ide the dirt i' th' streets compound 
ing up the public ground ; 
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Tlie kennel, and the king^s highway, 

For beinp nn molested, pay ; 

Let out the stocks, and wliippin^-post, 

And cage, to those that ^avc iiira most ; 

Imposed a tax on bakers' ears, 

And, for false weights, on chandelers ; 

Made victuallers and vintners fine 

For arbitrary ale and wine ; 

Bnt was a kind and con^^tant friend 

To all that rcgnlarly' olfcnd ; 

As residentiary bawds, 

And brokers that receive stol'n goods ; 

That cheat in lawful mysteries, 

And pay church duties and his fees j 

But was implacable and awkward 

To all that interlop'd and hawkor'd. 

To tills brave man the Kni^dit repairs 
For counsel in his law-affairs, 
And found him mounted, in his pew. 
With books and money plac'd, for shew. 
Like nest-e^ffs to make clients lay, 
And for, his false opinion pay : 
To whom the Knight, with comely grace, 
Put off his hat, to put his case; 
Which he as prond'y enter fa in'd 
As the' other courteously sirain'd ; 
And to assure him 'twas not that 
He look'd tor, bid him put on' 9 hat. 

Quoth he, * There is ^ne Sidrophel 
Whom 1 have cndjieU'd' — * Very well,* 

* And now he bm^s to 'ave beaten me •* — 

* Better, and better still,' quoth he ; 

* And vows to stick nie to a wall, 
WUej-e'erhe meets me'—' Best of all.* 
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riie the knave has taken *s oath 

robb'd him' — * Well done, in troth.' 

I he *as confe8s*d he stole my cloak, 

ck'd my fob, and what lie took ; 

was the cause that made mc bang him, 

ike ray goods again* — * Mdriy, haog him. 

, whether I should beforehand, 

he robb*d me?' — * I underetaiid.* 

ring my action of conversion 

rover for my goods?' — * Ah ! wIipresQQ.' 

f His better to indite, . 

Ting him to his trial T — * Right* 

ent what he designs to do, 

wear for th* state against him ?*— ' TrueJ 

whether he that is d(;fenddnt, 

\ rase, has tiie better end ovC\ ; 

putting in a new cross-bi!l, 

iraverse the' miction?' — * Better stiU.* 

1 there's a lily, too.' — * Aye, many/ 

:'s easily prov'd a:Te8sai-y ; 

iow, who, by solemn vows 

acted tor me, for my spouse, ''Z 

»in*d with him to break her word, 

las abetted all'—* Goo J Lord V 

9ni*d' the* aforesaid Sidrophel 

mper with the devil of hell^ ' \ 

put roe into a horrid fear, '^/' 

of ray life*—* i\(ake that appear.' 

le an aaiault with 6ends and men 

\ my body'—* Good again.* ,^. 

I kept me in a deadly fris^ht, 

^Ise impriaoniiient, all night. 

iwhile they robb*d me, and my horse, 

stole roy saddle*—' Worse and worse/ 
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* And made me nioviiil npou tlie bare vidg 
To' avoid a wretclicder miscarriage** 

* Sir, (qiioth the lawyer) not to flatter 3 
Yon liave a? good and fair a battery 
As Iieart can wisii, and need not shame 
The profiidest man alive to claim : 
For if they 'ave ns'd yon as yon say, 
Marry, qnotli I, God give yon joy ; , 

I would it were my case, I'd give ^ * 

Moie than I'll say, or yon'U believe : ' 
I woidd so trounce her, and her purse, 
('<) make her kneel for better or worsen 
For matrimony, and hanging here, ^'' 
Both go by destiny so clear, 
That yon as sure may pick and choose, 
As cross I win, and pile yon lose : 
And if I dnrst I wou'd advance 
As mnch in ready niaintenancc, 
As upOD any case I've known ; 
But we that practise dare not own: 
The law severely conirabands 
Our taking bnsiness off men's hands ; 
*Tis common barratry, that bears 
Point-blank an action 'gainst our ears, 
And ciops them till there is ix»t lea t lie r. 
To stick a pin in, left ef either ; 
Kor whic!) some da the summersault, 
And o'er t!ie bar, like tumblers, vault : 
Hut yon may swear at nny rate, 
Things not in nature, for the state ; 
For in ail courts of justice here 
A witness is not said to swear, 
But make oath, that is, in plain terms. 
To forge whatever he ciffiims;' . 
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ok you (qnoth the Knight) for that, 
'tis to my purpose pat' — 
ttice, thouglv she's painted blind, 
weaker side inclin'd, 
irity 4 else right and wrong 
^er hold it out so long, i 

! blind Fortune, with a sleight, 
nen's intcriest, and right, 
iles's pocket into Nokes's, 
za Hocus Poc%i ; 

t and loose, makes men obnoxious; 
[r agaiin, like hicciua doctius. 
bether you would take her life, 
ecover her for your wife, 
ntent witli what she has, 
ill other matters pass, 
ness to the law's alone, 
>f is all it looks upon ; 
can want no witnesses, 
r to any thing you please, 
dly get their mere expenses 
abonr of their consciences, ^ 

g out, to hire, their ears , 

ivit-customers, 
uderable values, 
for jurymen, or tales, 
I retained in the' hardest matters 
es and administrators.' 
hat, (quoth he) let me alone ; 
store of sucli, and all our own, 
and tutor'd by our Teachers^ 
st of conscience-stretchers.* 
s well, (quoth he) but I should gneis^ 
ing all advantagesj 
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Your barest way is first to pitch 

On Bong€^ ^ for a water-%vitch ; 

And whed ye 'ave hang'd the conjarer, 

Ye 'ave time eiioiighto deal with her. 

In the' interim spare for no trepans 

To draw her neck into the banns ; 

Ply her with love-letters and billets, 

And bait 'em well, for quirks and quillets, 

With trains to' inveigle and surprise 

Her heedless answers and replies ; 

And if she miss the mouse-trap lines. 

They'll serve for oAer by-designs ; 

And make an artist understand 

To copy ont her seal, or hand ; 

Or find void places in tlie paper 

To steal in something to ihtrap her ; 

Till with her worldly goods, and body. 

Spite of her heart, she has endow'd ye: 

Retain all sorts of witnesses, 

That ply i' the' temples, under trees, 

Or walk the round, with Knights o* th' Posts, 

About the cross-legg'd knights, their hosts ; 

Or wait for customei-s between 

The pillar-rows in lincoln's-Inn ; 

Where vouchers, forgers, common-bail, 

And Atfidavit-men ne'er fail 

To' expose to sale all sorts of oaths, 

Accordmg to tiieir ears and clotlies, 



<* Boiwey wif a FraueUcpn, and Uvcd towari^ t)ie eM ^ 
Ihe tbirieenib century, a doctor of divinity in <»xfor«t, Hitd a 
particuiar acquaintance of Friar Bacon's. In that Ifnonuit 
ase evei J thing that teemed CKtraordinary was reputed ma- 
ffic, and eo both Bacon and Bougey went under the Unputa- 
ttoji of itudying the black art. 
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ily necessary tools, 
the Gospel, and tlieir soub ; 
en ye*re farnish*d with all purveys, 
e ready at yoar service.* 
»ald not give (qiiotli Hiidibras) 
to anderstand a case, 
: the admirable skill 
t and manajs^ it at will ; 
, and tack, and steer a cause, 
the weather-gage of laws, 
; the changes upon cases, 
as noses upon faces, 
liavc well instrncted me, 
ch you 'ave eam*d (here 'tis) your fee. 
> practise your advice, 
the subtle artifice ; 
a letter, as you bid/ 
long afYer, thns he did ; 
'\ng pump'd up all his wit, 
D'd upon it, thus he writ. 
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AN 

HEROICAL EPISTLE 

t 
or 

HUDIBRAS TO HIS LADY. 



* I wno was once as great as Caesar, 

Am nowreduc'dto Nebachadiiezzar; 

And from as fam*d a conqueror 

As ever took degree in war, 

Or did his exercise in battle, 

By yon turned out to grass with cattle : 

For since I am denied access 

To all my earthly happiness, 

Am tallen from the paradise 

Of your good graces, and fair eyes; 

Lost to the world, and you, I'm sent 

To everlasting banishment, 

Wliere all the hopes I bad to 'ave won 

Your heart, b*ing dash'd, will break my own. 

* Yet if you were not so severe 
To pass your doom liefore you bear, 
You'ld find, npon ray jnst defence. 
How much ye 'ave wrong'd my innocence. ' 
That once I made a vow to yon. 
Which yet is unperformed, 'tis true ; 
But not, because it is unpaid, - 
TU violated, tliough delay'd : 
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ere, it h no fault, 

I aft you*d have it thought ; 

10 tlie loss of ears, 

u- hackney perjurers : 

8 a difference in the case, 

the noble and the base ; 

yg are observed to 'ave don't 

liffcrent an account ; 

m* ipreat and weighty cause, 

in honour, ugly flaws ; 

are hke to do it sooner, 

e who 're nicest of their honour: 

, for base gain and pay, 

ai^d perjure by the day, 

i the' exposing and retailing 

8, and consciences, a calling. 

[) scandal nor aspersion, 

'eat and noble person, 

naturally abborr'd 

ishion*d trick to keep his word, 

is pertidionsness and shame, 

* men, to do the same : 

able to- forget, 

nore useful to the great 

t, or deafhess, or bad eyes, 

'em pass for wondrous wise. 

;li the law, on perjurers, 

e forfeiture of ears, 

list, that does exempt 

r, and punish the mnocent ; 

the ears repair the wrong 

d by the' ungo?ern\l tongue j 

n one member is forsworn, 

o be cropt OP torn. 
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And if yon should, as you design. 

By coarse of law, recover mine. 

Yon *re like, if you consider right^ 

I'o gain but little honour by*t. 

For he that for bis lady's sake 

Lays down his life, or limbs, at stake, 

Does not so much deserve her favour, 

As he that pawns his soul to have her- 

This ye *ave acknowledged I have done. 

Although you now disdain to own ; 

But sentimce what you rather ought 

To* esteem good service than a fault. 

Besides, oaths are not bound to bear 

That literal sense the words infer ; 

But, by tlie praetice of the age. 

Are to be judg'd how far tli' engage ; 

And where the sense by custom's checkt. 

Are found void and of none effect ; 

For no man takes or keeps a vow, 

But just as he sees others do ; 

Nor are th' obliged to be so brittle. 

As not to yield and bow a little : 

For as best-temper'd blades are found, 

Before they break, to bend quite round y 

So truest oatlis are still most tough. 

And, though they bow, are breaking proof. 

Then wherefore should they not be' altow'd 

In love a greater latitude ? 

For as the law of arms approves 

All ways to conquest, so should love's ; 

And not be tied to true or false, 

But make that justest that prevails: 

For how can that which is above 

AU empire; high and mighty love. 
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ts great prerogative 
»ther power alive ? 
ve, tliat to oo crown gives place^ 
the sabject of a case? 
lamental law of Nature 
rul'd by those made after? 
tlie censure f]^ its cause 
but its own great laws ? 
at*s the world's preservative, 
;ps all souls of tilings alive ; 
the migiity powV of Fate, 
ts mankind a longer date ; 
of Natnre, that restores 
s Time and Death devours ; 
e free-gift the world does owe 
' earth, but heaven too : 
's the only trade that's driven, 
rest of state in heav'n, 
)thing bot the soul of man 
le to entertain. 

t ean earth produce, but love, 
sent the joys above ? 
bat lovers, can converse, 
:el«, by the eye-discourse ? 
and compliment by vision, 
/e, and coiirt by intuition ? 
3 in amorous flames as fierce 
celestial ministers ? 
iv can any thing offend, 
to so great an end ? V^ . 

*n itself a sin resent, 
its own supply was meant? 
its, in a kind mistake, 
I for the* offence's sake? 
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Or if it did not, but tlie cause 

Were left to the' injury of laws, 

What tyranny can disapprove 

There should be equity in love? 

For laws that are inanimate, 

And feel no sonse of love or hate, 

That have no passion of their ovm, 

Nor pity to be wrought upon. 

Are only proper to inflict 

Revenge, on criminals as strict: 

But to have polver to forgive, < 

Is empire and prerogative ; 

And 'tis in crowns a nobler gem 

To grant a pardon than condemn. 

Then, since so few do what they ought^ 

Tis great to' indulge a well-meant fault; 

For why shdnid he who made address 

All humble ways, without success, 

And met with noihing in return 

But insolence, affionts, and scorn. 

Not strive by wit to countermine^ 

And bravely cairy his design? 

He who was us'd so* unlike a soldier, 

Blown up wiih philtres of love powder - 

And, after letting blood, and purging, 

Condemn'd to voluntary scourging ^ 

Alarm'd with many a horrid fright,' 

And claw'd by goblins in the night; 

Insulted on, revil'd, and jeer'd. 

With rude invasion of his beard • 

And, when your sex Was foully scandal'd. 

As foully by the rabble handled , 

Attack'd by despicable foes. 

And drubb'd with mean and vulgar blows • 
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Andy after all, to be debarr'd 
So mach as standing on his guard ; 
When horses, being spnrr'd and prick'd. 
Have leave to kick for being kicked P 

* Or why should yoq, vrhose mother-vrits 
Are fumish'd with all peirqniaites ; 
That with your breeding teeth begin. 
And nursing babies that lie in, 
Be' aUow*d to put all tricks upon 
Our colly sex, and we use none? 
We, who have nothing but frail vows 
Against your stratagems to' oppose. 
Or oaths more feeble than your own. 
By which we are no less put down ? 
You wound, like Parthians, while yon fly, 
And kill with a retreating eye ; 
Retire the more, the more we press, 
To draw us into ambushes : 
As pirates all false colours wear, 
To' intrap the' unwary mariner; 
So women, to surprise us, spread 
The borrowed flags of white and red ; 
Display 'em thicker on their cheeks. 
Than their old grandmothers, the Picts; 
And raise' more devils with their looks, 
Than conjurers' less subtle books : 
Lay trains of amorous intrigues, 
In tow'rs, and curls, and periwigs, 
With greater art and cunning rear'd^ 
Than Philip Nye's thanksgiving beard * • 

» Nye was si leading Independent preache*. « oti* ^^ ^^ 
auembly of divines; badf the living of Act^» ^H^!;* V''^^ 
and was very remarkabla for tbe ftingnlari^^ly t^^ V*^* 
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Preposfroualy to' entice and gain 
Those to adore 'em they disdain -, 
And only draw 'em in to clog, 
With idle names, a catalogue. 

* A lover is, the more he's brave, 
To' his mistress bat the more a slave^ 
And whatsoever she commands. 
Becomes a favour from her hands, 
Which he's oblig'd to' obey, and most,. 
Whether it be unjust or just. 
Then when he is compelled by her 
To' adventures he would else forbear, 
Who, with hu honour, can withstand. 
Since force is greater than command i 
And when necessity's obey'd, 
Nothing can be unjust or bad : 
And therefore when the mighty pow'r» 
Of Love, our great ally, and your's, 
Join'd forces not to be withstood 
By frail enamour'd flesh and blood ; 
All I have done, unjust or ill. 
Was in obedience to your will, 
And all the blame that can be doe 
Falk to your cruelty and you. 
Nor are those scandals I confest, 
Against my will and interest. 
More than is daily done, of course, 
By all men, when they're under force : 
Whence some, upon the rack, confess 
What the' hangman and their prompters pie 
But are no sooner out of pain, 
Than they deny it all again. 
But when the devil turns confessor, - 
Truth is a chmej he takes no pleasure 
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»r pardon, like the founder 
vhom they all claim under : 
efore when I told him none, 
was the wiser done. 
; without precedent, 
that on the* adventure went ; 
ind ever did of course, 
r does the same, or worse, 
romance can show a lover, 
a lady to recover, 
[lot steer a nearer course, 
)oard in his amours? 
t at first was held a crime, 
'd to bou'rable in time, 
hat a height did Infant Rome, 
ling of women, come ? 
in npon their spouses seized, 
y married where they pleas'd, 
er forswore themselves, nor lied, 
he mind they were in, died ; 
I the pains to' address and sue, 
'd the masquerade, to woo : 
I to stay for friends' consents, 
:led about settlements ; 
I no licence, nor no priest, 
ids, nor kindred, to assist, 
^ers, to join land and money 
oly state of matrimony, 
ley settled hands and hearts, 
ony ' or death parts ; 
lid endure to stay until 
got the very bride's good will, 

ny is an aliuwaace that the lair gives a woman for 
laiatenajice, apou living from her husband. 
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Bat took a wise and shorter course 
To win the ladies,— downright force ; 
And justly made 'em prisoners then, 
As they have, often since, us men, 
With actmg plays, and dancing jigs, 
The luckiest of all Love's intrigues -, 
And when they had them at their pleasure, 
They talk'd of love and flames at leisure ; 
For after matrimony's over, 
He that holds out but half a lover. 
Deserves, for every minute, more 
Than half a year of love before ; 
For which the dames, in contemplation 
Of that best vray of application, 
Prov'd nobler wives than e'er were known, 
By suit, or treaty, to be wonj 
And such as all posterity 
. Could never equal, nor come nigh. 

* For women first were made for men, 
Not men for them.— It follows, then. 
That men have right to eveiy one. 
And they no freedom of their own; 
And therefore men liave pow'r to choose. 
But they no charter to refiise. 
Hence 'tis apparent that, what course 
Soe'er we take to your amours, 
Though by the indirectest way, 
*Tis no injustice nor foul phiy ; 
And that you ought to take that course, 
As we take you, for better' or worse. 
And gratefully submit to those 
Who you-, before another, chose. 
For why should every savage beast 
Exceed his great Lord's mterest? 
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reer pow'r than he, io Grace 

atare, o'er the creature has ? 

e the laws he since has made 

:nt off all the powY he had ; 

ch'd the absolute dominion 

Fatnre g^ve him over women ; 

ill his power will not extend 

w of Nature to suspend ; 

It to offer to repeal 

tallest clause, is to repel. 

'men rightly understood 

privilege, they would make good, 

)t, like sots, permit their wives 

roach on their prerogatives, 

lich sin they deserve to be 

IS they are, in slavery : 

is some precious Gifted Teachers, 

irently reputed Leachers, 

sobey*d in makuig love, 

'ow*d to all the world to prove, 

ake ye suffer, as yon ought, 

it uncharitable foult : 

brget myself, and rove 

1 the' instructions of my lovf" 

give me. Fair, and only ' " 

Ltravagancy of my flar 

:is too much at onr 

of love and ten> 

ive said that'^ 

tver meant 

ive so s*- 

atpp 
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That, rather than to forfeit yoa, 
Has ventured loss of heaven too ; 
Both with an equal pow*r possest. 
To render all that serve you blest; 
But none like him, vrho's destined either 
To have or lose you both together; 
And if you1l but this fault release, 
(For so it must be, since you please) 
I'll pay down all that vow, and more. 
Which yon commanded, and I swore, 
And expiate, upon my skin, 
Tlie' arrears ui full of all my sin : 
For 'tis but just that I should pay 
The* accruhig penance for delay, 
Which shall be done, until it move 
Your equal pity and your love.' 

The Knight, perusing this Epistle, 
Believ'd he 'ad brought her to his whistle, 
And read it, like a jocund lover, 
With great applause, to' himself, twice over ; 
Siibscrib'd his name, but at a fit 
And humble distance, to his wit. 
And dated it with wondrous art, 
* Giv'n from the bottom of his heart ;' 
Then seal'd it vrith his coat of love, 
A smoaking faggot — and above, 
Upon a scroll — * I burn, and weep,* 
And near it — * For her LAdyahip, 
Of all her sex most excellent, 
These to her gentle hands present :' 
Then gave it to his faithful Squire, 
With lessons how to' observe and eye her. 
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1 it back, or bum the letter : 

;ssmg that it miglit import, 

1 nothing else, at least her sport, 

;n'd it, and read it out, 

any a smile and leering flont ; 

d to answer it in kind, 

j8 perform *d what she design'd. 



THE 

LADY'S ANSWER 

TO THE KNIGHT. 



' Th4t you're a beast, aod tnrn*d to grass. 

Is no strange news, nor ever was, 

At least to me, who once, yon know, 

Did from tlie ponnd replevin ' you, 

When both your sword and spars were won 

In combat by an Amazon ; 

That sword that did, like Fate, determine 

The' inevitable death of vermin. 

And never dealt its fiirioas blows, 

But cut the throats of pigs and cows, 

By Trulla was, in single fight, 

Disarm'd and wrested from its Knight, 

Your heeis degraded of your spurs, 

And in the stocks close prisoners, 

Where still they 'ad lain, in base restraint. 

If I, in pity' of your complaint. 

Had not, on honorable conditions, 

Released 'em from tlie worst of prisons; 

And what return that favour met 

You cannot (though you would) forget ; 

When, being free, you strove to' evade 

The oaths you had in prison made; 

^ Replevin is the releasing of cattle or goods dittr 
With surety t» answer the distrainer's gnil. 
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[>re yonreelfy aod first denied'it, 
ker own*d, and justified it, 
ben ye 'ad falsely broke one vow, 
'd yoarself by breaking two : 
lile yon sneakingly sabmit, 
sg for pardon at onr feet, 
irag*d by your guilty fears, 
>e for quarter for your ears, 
^nbting 'twas in vain to sue, 
aim us boldly as your due ; 
e that treachery and force, 
il with us, is the' only course : 
ve no title nor pretence 
ly, soul, or conscience, 
ight to fall to that man's share 
laims us for his proper ware : 
are the motives which, to' induce, 
fat ds into love, you use ; 
ty new v?ay of gallanting, 
en soliciting and ranting ; 
:nrdy beggars, that intreat 
irity, at once, and threat, 
ice yon undertake to prove 
wn propriety in love, 
e were but lawful prize 
between two eriemi 
eitnres whir^ 
'ould but ' 
It hard ^ 
ysten 
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But onr right diamonds, that inspire 
And set your amorous hearts on fire ; 
Nor can those false St. Martin's beads 
Which on onr lips you lay for reds, 
And make us wear like Indian Dames, 
Add fuel to your scorching flames, 
But those true rubies of the rock. 
Which in our cabinets we lock. 
*Tis not those orient pearls, our teeth, 
That yon are so transported with, 
But those we wear about our necks, 
Produce those amorous effects. 
^^ Nor is't those threads of gold, our hair, 

The periwigs yon make us wear, 
But those bright guineas in our chests, 
That light the wildfire in your breasts. 
These love-tricks I've been vers'd in so, 
That all their sly intrigues I know, 
And can unriddle, by their tones, 
Their mystic cabals,. and jargones ; 
Can tell what passions, by their sounds, 
Pine for the beauties of my grounds -, 
What raptures fond and amorous, 
C the' charms and graces of my house j 
What ecstasy and scorching flame, 
Bums for my money in my name ; 
What, from the' unnatural desire 
To beasts and cattle, takes its fire ; 
What tender sigh, and trickling tear. 
Longs for a thousand pounds a-year ; 
And languishing transports are fond 
Of statute, mortgage, bill, an^d bond. 

These are the' atti-acts wliicU most men fall 
Enamour'd, at first sight, witluU; 
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ic they' address with serenades, 

lift with balls and masquerades; 

;t, for all the yearning pain 

i sufier'd for their loves in vain, 

hey'U prove so nice and coy, 

e, and to' hold, and to enjoy ; 

U your oaths and labour lost, 

ne'er turn Ladies of the Post. 

not meant to disapprove 

idgment, in your choice of love, 

is so wise, the greatest part 

(kind study 't as an art ; 

e should, like a deodand % 

1 to the' owner of the land ; 

here there's substance for its gfound, 

but be more firm and sound, 
tiat which has tlie slighter basis 

virtue, wit, and graces, 
is of such thin subtlety, 
s and creeps in at the eye, 
} it can't endure to stay, 
>at again as nice a way. 
love, that its extraction owns 
olid gold and precious stone- 
ike its shining parents, pr 
1, and as glorious love 
'tis yon have no wa* 
arms and graces ' 
at are lips, an'' 
beauty' inv*- 
wes, pear' 
hich, *- 
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This is the way all parents prove 
In managing their children's love, 
That force 'em t' intermarry and wed. 
As if th' were burying of the dead ; 
Cast earth to earth, as in the grave, 
To join in wedlock all they have, 
And, when the settlement's in force, 
Take all the rest for better or worse ; 
For money has a power above 
The stars, and fate, to manage love, 
Whose arrovrs, learned poets hold. 
That never miss, are tipp'd with gold. 
And though some say, the parents' claims 
To make love in their children's names, 
"Who, many times, at once provide 
The nnrse, the husband, and the bride ; 
Feel darts, and charms, attracts, and flames, 
And woo and contract in theur names. 
And, as they christen, use to marry 'em, 
And, like their gossips, answer for 'em. 
Is not to give in matrimony. 
But sell and prostitute for money, 
Tw better than their own betrothing, 
Who often do 't for worse than nothing ; 
And when they 're at their own dispose. 
With greater disadvantage choose. 
All this is right ; but, for the course 
You take to do 't, by fraud or force, 
'Tis so ridiculous, as soon 
As told, 'tis never to be done ; 
No more than setters can betray. 
That tell what tricks they are to play. 
Marriage, at best, is but a vow, 

Which all men pJtIiffr hrf»si1r. nr hnw < 
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rbat will tliose forbear to do, 

Bijure wben they do but woo ? 

> beforehand swear and lie, 

nest to their treachery ; 

itlier than a crime confess , 

neater strive to make it less : 

tieves, who, after sentence past, 

in their innocence to the last ; 

len their crimes were made appear, 

n as witnesses can swear ; 

hen the wretches come to die, 

ke upon their death a lie. 

e the virtues you coufess'd 

Lir ghostly father, as you guess'd, 

lit as to be justitied, 

ng as shamefully denied ; 

ou thought your word would pass, 

)lank, on both sides of a case ; 

dit were not to be lost 

ave Knight-errant of the Post, 

ats perfidiously his word, 

veavs his ears through a two-inch board 5 

vn the same thing, and disown, 

iijure booty pro and cott ; 

ake the Gospel serve his turn, 

;lp him out, to be forsworn ; 

'tis laid hands upon, and kist, 

betray'd and sold, like Christ. 

are the virtues in whose name 

t to all the world you claim, 

oldly challenge a dominion, 

Lce and Nature, o'er all women j 

sm no less will satisfy, 

Lli the iex, your tyranny : 
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Altbongh you'll find it a hard province^ 
With all yonr erafty frauds and covins^, 
To govern such a numerous crew, 
Who, one by one, now govern yon ; 
For if yon all were Solomons, 
And wise and great as he was once, 
You'll tind they 're able to subdue 
(As they did him) and baffle you. 

And if you are impos'd upon, 
'lis by your own temptation done, 
That with your ignorance invite, 
And teach us how to use the sleight ; 
For when we find ye 're still more taken 
M^th false attracts of our own making. 
Swear that's a rose, and that's a stone, 
like sots, to us that laid it on, 
And what we did but slightly prime, 
Most ignorantly daub in rhyme, 
You force us, in our own defences. 
To copy beams and influences ; 
To lay perfections on the graces, 
And draw attracts upon our feces ; 
And, in compliance to your wit. 
Your own false jewels counterfeit. 
For by the practice of those arts 
We gain a greater share of hearts ; 
And those deserve in reason most. 
That greatest pains and study cost : 
For great perfections are, like Heav'n, 
Too rich a present to be given. 
Nor are those master-strokes of beauty 
To be perform'd without hard duty ; 
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, when they 're nobly done, and well, 

nple natural excel. 

lir and sweet the planted rose 

d the wild in hedges grows ! 

ithont art, the noblest seeds 

v'ts degenerate into weeds : 

uU and nigged, ere 'tis ground, 

>lish'd, looks a diamond ? 

ii Paradise were e'er safair, 

not kept so without care. 

lole worid, without art and dress, 

be but one great wilderness ; 

ankind but a savage herd* 

that Nature has confenr'd ; 

»es but rough-hew and design, 

■Art to polbh and refine. 

I women first were made for men^ 

n were made for them again : 

en (out-witted by his wife) 

-St turn'd tenant but for Ufe, 

en had not interven'd, 

>on had mankind had an end ! 
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Force yoa oar managements to' obey, 
As we to yours (in show) give way. 
Hence 'tis that, while you vainly striv« 
To* advance yoiur high prerogative, 
You basely, after all. your braves. 
Submit and own yourselves our slaves ; 
And 'cause we do not make it known, 
Nor publicly our interests own, 
like sots, suppose we have no shares 
In ordering you, and your affiiirs, 
When all your empire and command 
You have from us, at second hand: 
As if a pilot, that appears 
To sit still only, while he steers, 
And does not make a noise and stir, 
Like every common mariner. 
Knew nothing of the card, nor star. 
And did not guide the man of war: 
Nor we, because we don't appear 
In Councils, do not govern there ; 
While, like the mighty Prester John ♦, 
Whose person none dares look upon, 
But is preserv'd in close disguise. 
From bing made cheap to vulgar eyes, 
We' enjoy as large a pow'r, unseen, 
To govern him, as he does men ; 
And, in the right of our Pope Joan, 
Make emperors at our feet fall down ; 
Or Joan de Pucelle's * braver name, 
Our right to arms and conduct claim ; 

* Prester John, sin absolute prince, emperor o 
or Ethiopia. One of them is reported to hi(ve 
kings for his vassals, and so superb and arrogmn 
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Who, thoagb a spinster, yet was able 
To serve France for a Grand Constable^. 

W^e make and execute all laws, 
Can jadge the Judges, and the Cause'; 
Prescribe all rales of right or wrong, 
To the' long robe, and the longer tongae, 
'Ciainat which the world has no defence, 
Bat our more powerful eloquence. 
We manage things of greatest weight 
In all the world's affiurs of state ; 
Are ministers of war and peace. 
That sway all nations how we please. 



leans. She was born at the town of Damremi, on ttie Mease, 
daughter of James de Arc and Isabella Komee ; was bred 
np a shepherdess in the coantry. At the age of eighteen or 
twenty she pretended to an express commission from God 
to go to the relief of Orleans, then besieged by the English, 
and defended by John Comte de Dennis, and almost re- 
duced to the last extremity. She went to the coronation of 
Charles VII. when he was almost ruined. Sbe knew that 
prince in the midst of his nobles, thongh meanly habited. 
The doctors of divinity, and meoOiers of parliament, openly 
declared that there was something supernatural in her con- 
duct. Sbe sent for a sword, which lay in the tomb of a 
knight, which was behind the great altar of the church of 
St. Cath](rine de Forbois, upon the blade of which the cross 
vaifieurde lis were engraven, which put the King in a 
very great sarprise, in regard none besides himself knew of 
it : apon this he sent her with the command of some troops, 
with which she relieved Orleans, and drove the EngUsh Arom 
it, defeated Talbot at the battle of Pattai. and recovered 
Champagne. At last she was unfortunately taken prisoner 
in a sally at Champagne, in 1430, and tried for a witch or 
•orceress, condemned, and burnt in Rouen market-place, in 
May 1430. 

* All this is a satire on King Charlea II. who was governed 
so much by his mistresses : particularly this line seems to 
allude to his French mistress, the Ducbess of Portsmouth, 
given by that Court, whom she served in the important post 
of governing King Charles as they directed. 
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We rnle all churches, and their fiock% 
Heretical and prthudox, 
And are the heavenly vehicles 
O' th* sphrils. in all Conventicles : 
By us is all commerce and trade 
Improved,. and' nitkiag'd, and decayed; 
For nothing can go off so well. 
Nor bears that price, as what we selL 
We rule in every public meeting. 
And make men do what we jac^e fittioj 
Are magistrates in all great towns, 
Where men do nothing but wear gowns 
We make the man of war strike sail, 
And to our braver conduct veil, 
And, when he 'as cbas'd his enemies^ 
Submit to us upon his knees. 
Is there an officer of state. 
Untimely rais'd, or magistrate. 
That's haughty and imperious ? 
He*s but a journeyman to us, 
That, as he gives us cause to do't, 
Can keep him in, or turn him out. 

We are yonr guardians, that increasej 
Or waste your fortunes how we please j 
And, as you humour us, can deal 
In all your matters, ill or well. 

'Tis we that can dispose, alone, 
Whether yeur heirs shall be your own, 
To wliose integrity you must. 
In spite of all your caution, tnist; 
And, less yon fly beyond the seas, 
Can fit you with what heirs we please ; 
And force vou t' own them, though bes 
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tlie rigoroHsest course 
unless to make us worse j 
il the harsher we are us'd, 
her off from b'ing rediic'd, 
rn to' abate, for any ills, 
t punctilios of our wills, 
3es but vvliet our wits to' apply 
rn with us, for remedy, 
11 your politics, as yet, 
'cr been able to defeat : 
en ye 'ave try'd all sorts of ways, 
ols do we make of you in plays? 
1 the favours we afford, 
to girt you with the sword, 
our battles in our steads, 
e your brains beat out o' your heads j 
;er, in despite of Nature, 
it, at once, with fire and water, 
•ates, rocks, and storms, and seas, 
ie and vanity to' appease ; 
another, and cut throats, 
good graces, and best thoughts j 
our exercise for honour, 
e your brains beat out the sooner j 
t'd, as learnedly, upon 
hat are never to be known ; 
1 appear the more industrious, 
e your projects are prepost'rousj 
re the circle of the arts, 
stark mad to show your parts ; 
i the oracle of laws, 
1 them which way we see cause ; 
oUcitors and agents, 
id for us in all engagementii. 
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And these are all the mighty pow'n 
You vainly boast to cry down onrs^ 
And what in real value's wanting, 
Supply with vapouring and ranting : 
Because yourselves are terrified, 
And stoop to one another's pride, 
Believe we have as little wit - 
To be out-hector*d, and submit : 
By your example, lose that right 
In treaties which we gained in fight ; 
And terrified into an awe. 
Pass on ourselves a Salique law ; 
Or, as some nations use, give place, 
And truckle to your mighty race -, 
Let men usurp the' unjust dominion, 
As if they were the better women^^. 

7 We see after all, says Mr. Byron, that the 
too cunning to be entrapped either by the th 
.treaties of the Knight's Epistle. All his hypo 
tences being thus disappointed, we may coigecl 
deemed them auavaihible ; as we hear nothing 
cerning them. 



END OF VOL. II. 
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